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The Best-Handling 
The Thriftiest 

The Easiest to Drive 
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The Engine-Less Ghia-X | 


“X” for Girysler’s Gas Turbine? 


see page 37 


MT SELECTS: 


DETROIT’S BEST 
OOKING CARS 


Who Says Classics Are Great? 


FLAJOLE FORERUNNER see page 39 





















a MILE you drive, tiny diamond-hard particles of 
carbon and other abrasives work their way into your 
oil, get between bearing and cylinder surfaces, wear 
out your engine. 
HOW TO STOP THE DAMAGE 

Now, after millions of miles of road testing in govern- 
ment, truck and taxi fleets as well as in hundreds of 
thousands of private cars, engineers announce: 

“results are conclusive. Filtering oil through the 

Life-Time porous bronze element definitely 

removes ‘danger zone’ abrasives, prolongs engine 

life, reduces overhaul and repair costs” 
FACTS ABOUT LIFE-TIME FILTERS 
Used in supersonic aircraft as well as in cars, the Life- 
Time filter is made of millions of tiny bronze balls fused 
into a screen so fine it takes out all abrasives in the 
10-to-40 micron (390-to-1500-millionths of an inch) 
‘danger zone’ that cause major engine damage. 

In addition, this “wonder metal” used during World 
War II and now adapted for the Life-Time filter 
actually removes acid-producing water from oil! Yet it 

ACID NEUTRALIZER 


F ® E E i $2.95 Value 


Made of magnesium — the “sacrifice metal” that acid 
attacks instead of steel—the Magnalizer acid neu- 
tralizer is yours to keep free, without obligation, 
whether or not you decide to keep your Life-Time 
oil filter after your 10-day free trial! 














DEALERS AND 
DISTRIBUTORS 


Name 


This amazing invention can make your engine 
last longer without an overhaul, save you 
up to $250 in repairs. You never change 

it. This “miniature oil refinery” 


Guaranteed for 
100,000 Miles! 


is 


Continental Manufacturing Corporation, Dept. FM-9 
Washington Blvd. at Motor Avenue, Culver City, Calif. 


Dirty oil goes 
in here. ——_» 


Abrasives can’t get through porous 
bronze (greatly magnified). Because of 
the cone-shaped element (only the orig- 
inal, genuine Life-time filter has this 
design), particles fall to bottom of case. 


Only filtered oil can return to circula- 
tion in your engine. 





doesn’t soak up any of the valuable additives you're 
paying for in modern oil. 

You never change a Life-Time filter; just rinse it out 
and use it over and over again. This saves you the cost 
of throwaway pack replacements, besides what you save 
on engine repairs, save on oil consumption and gain in 
the resale value of your car. 


TRY THIS AMAZING FILTER AT OUR RISK! 
Send us the make and model of your car and we'll send 
you a Life-Time filter to try in your car. If you aren't 
convinced within 10 days that it will save you twenty 
times its cost, we'll refund your money without question 
and let you keep, without any cost, the Magnalizer acid 
neutralizer. Ordering is simple: 

1. If your car already has an oil filter, send for a Life- 
Time Conversion Kit which replaces your present 
throwaway pack with Life-Time porous bronze. Price: 
$6.95 for all cars except Buicks with hydraulic lifters 
and cars with full flow systems, which are $13.95 (please 
send make and number of present filter, if you know it). 
We pay postage. 

2. If your car has no oil filter, send $12.95 for com- 
plete unit, including case and element. We pay postage. 

3. “% send only $2 deposit, pay C.O. D. charges on 
arrival. 


Continental Manufacturing Corporation, Dept. FM-9 
Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culver City, Calif. 














Write or wire to find 
how you can cash in 








~ on the “invention that 


' revolutionized the oil aaidvess 


Present filter make (if known) 


Please ship 
CO Life-Time © Complete 
filter con- Life-Time 
version kit filter, with 
$6.95 element & 
(full flow housing 
$13.95) for $12.95. | 


If you live in California, please add 3% sales tax 
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City Zone 


State 


I enclose (7) full price; you pay shipping 

















filter industry’ 





(0 $2 deposit, will pay C.O.D. charges 











NEW redesigned chassis for even 
greater roadability 


NEW larger diameter torsion bars 
NEW rack and pinion steering 
NEW high lift cams and 190-250 
horsepower 

NEW oil ignition coil 


NEW enlarged cockpit — 
increased leg room 


Plus smart new refinements of the same 
sculptured beauty that made Jaguar 

the world’s most admired motor car. 
Seeing’s believing. Drive it yourself. 
Call your Jaguar dealer today. 








XK-140 Super Sports Roadster .. from $3465* 


XK-140 Super Sports Convertible 
or Hard Top Coupe from $3810* 
XK-140“M”. Wire wheels, twin exhausts, 2 fog 
lamps, windshield washers. $145 additional. 
XK-140 “MC”. As above with Special Crank- 
shaft damper, “C” type cylinder head. 210 
H.P. $295 additional. 
“D” competition model, 250 H.P. available soon. 


Laycock de Normanville overdrive optional. 


*Port of entry. Price includes heater, tacho- 
meter, directional lights, electric windshield 
wipers, electric clock, automatic back-up light. 











Distributor West of the Mississippi Distributor East of the Mississipp 
CHARLES H. HORNBURG., Jr., INC. THE HOFFMAN MOTOR CAR CO. INC. 
9176 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, Cal. 487 Park Avenue, New York City ¢ 65 East South Water Street, Chicago, IIL. 


JAGUAR CARS NORTH AMERICAN CORPORATION 
Factory Representatives * 487 Park Avenue, New York City 22, N. ¥Y. © 9155 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles 46, Cal. 
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Automotive engineers have discovered that the corrosive sul- 
phuric acid produced by fuel combustion is the greatest cause 
engine wear. Your car en, ngine produces an average five gallons 
of powerful sulphuric aci: ——- It eats away at smooth 
metal surfaces, forms sludge and carbon, causing gradual power 
loss and increased gas and oil consumption. 
FOR A CLEANER, MORE EFFICIENT ENGINE * Now you can pre- 
vent this damaging acid action with a simple, inexpensive crank- 
case drain plug—the new ctor Piuc. The Reactor Pruc 
a metal catalyst which destroys all engine acids! 
” fm Reactor Prue also features a powerful, permanent Mag- 
netic Attractor which traps damaging 















metal cles — filings, shavings, chips 
Sapcuding from engine operation. ONLY 
SAVES GAS, Oll AND REPAIRS * With $249 
my gt metal abrasives ona o ee 
oi ur engine runs smoother an 
more éticientl tly for thousands of extra, for all makes and 
varnish and models of cars. 


trouble-free miles. Sade. 
carbon deposits caused by 
form around piston rings, valves, spark 
plugs and other parts. Ou enjoy greater 
gasoline economy and increased horse- 
power, plus savings on engine repairs and 
overhauls. A Reactor Piuc can save you 
literally hundreds of dollars during the 
life of your car or truck! 


Check These Reactor Plug Advantages 
Destroys engine acid Adds thousands of 


acids do not 


Drain Plug A: 
Ordinary equipment 
type, does not 
destroy acids or 
trap metal particles. 


May not seal 
Sintered G.E. Ainico a oe properly. allowing 


microscopic “wild” @@ Makes oil usable longer. 





metal particles. 6" — repairs 
Self-seal threads 
ankcase Guaranteed for 10 
oil leaks. &. years. po 
Costs ‘less — only 
inreases engin GY afr alt makes rota Fag Os 
comer ee -up and and models of cars. Id break | 
ncy. could break loose 
i J Easily instalied in or become caught in 
8, Increases gasoline “50 seconds when oil connecting rods. 
ileage. is changed. Costs more than the 





superior REACTOR 
PLUG. 


aE 


Drain Plug C: Has 
acid “neutralizer” 
element, but does 
not have magnet to 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Install a Reactor Prue at your next oil 
change. Try it at least 30 days (or until 
your following oil change). If you don’t 
notice the difference in engine power 
and all-around performance ...if you 
aren’t completely satisfied, return your 
Reactor Prue for a full refund. 











trap metal particles. 
Costs more than the 
superior REACTOR 
PLUG. 





DEALERS WANTED! Exclusive protected terri- 
tories. Write or wire today. 


































REACTOR DRAIN PLUG CO., Dept. MT-95 
11766 W. Pico Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 
Please ship immediately by return postpaid mail 
Reactor Prucs @ $2.49 each on money-back guarantee. 
Check, cash or money order enclosed. 





NAME. 





ADDRESS. 





ZONE. STATE. 


cIry. 








(MAKE, MODEL, YEAR OF CAR(S)) 
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11766 WEST PICO BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES 64, CALIFORNIA 
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PER CENT INCREASE ABOVE | 


° Engine 











MODEL YEAR 





Trend in engine design. Although displacement has 
remained constant, compression ratios have gone up and 
power output has more than doubled. Ordinary plugs can- 
not span today’s wider range of operating temperatures. 





Lodge Platinum Plugs increase horsepower up to 14.4% 
by actual test. Thin platinum points allow more complete 
combustion, boosting power and gas mileage. Here Baney 
takes dynamometer readings after installing Lodge plugs. 





Lou Baney’s engines have held world speedboat records, have competed at Indianapolis, and in many championship events, 
Lou's main occupation is tuning fine engines at Yeakel Bros., Los Angeles, the world’s largest Cadillac specialist. 


Peak Performance! 


says oun ‘Baney_ 


Famous Racing Mechanic and Expert Tuner. 


“Today’s passenger cars develop as much horsepower as racing engines did a few 
years ago. The increased power raises spark plug operating temperatures to a critical 
point. Plugs with normal heat range burn to a crisp after a few miles of fast driving. 
The special cold type plugs that will stand high speed, foul up and miss in city traffic. 
The only plug that really solves the problem is Lodge. In my experience, Lodge plugs 
perform better and last longer than any other spark plug on the niarket. I use them 
in my own racing engines, and I recommend them to our customers.’ 


WHY LODGE PLUGS ARE BETTER 


Especially designed for high compression engines and premium fuels, all Lodge 
plugs incorporate the famous Sintox insulator. Sintox resists detonation and fouling 
... withstands extreme heat and pressure. Sturdy Lodge regular plugs have chrome- 
fused elecrodes to combat corrosion, and increase service life. The Lodge Platinum 
Plug has electrodes of solid platinum, in addition to gold-soldered connections, and 
a diamond ground seal. Lodge Platinum Plugs have double the normal heat range 
... will last 3 to 5 times as long as ordinary plugs. 


WORLD FAMOUS RELIABILITY 


Leader in quality since 1904, Lodge is original equipment on Rolls-Royce and 
Daimler, the world’s finest cars. Lodge plugs are available in 87 countries around 
the globe, and Lodge holds more world speed records than any other spark plug. 
For greater power, better mileage, and longer plug life, ask your dealer for Lodge... 
it’s the world’s finest spark plug. 


DEALERS: Excellent opportunities are open! Order through your jobber or write direct 
for free information on our Jobber-Dealer profit plan. Please mention your supplier's 
name and address. 


LODGE SPARK PLUG COMPANY 


401 East Washington Boulevard « Los Angeles 15, California 














MORE POWER —, 
on LESS GAS! - 


NEW PATENTED. 
MINS” CHARG , 


BOOSTS POWER OUTPUT & A 2 MIL 
“‘SUPERCHARGES” MOTOR RFORMANC 
INCREASING AIR-FUEL CHARGE EFFICIENCY. 
MINisuperCHARG’R operates on the supercharge 
principle. Consists of a revolving impeller 
‘blower’ & automatic air ‘‘breather” valve which 
mixes an increased volume of air to the fuel 
charge with whirlwind force. This atomizes and 
expands the gas molecules so that the improved 
mixture enters the cylinders in a more powerful 
highly explosive state... The MINisuperCHARG’R 
eliminates over-rich mixtures & fuel waste. 
Better, cleaner combustion is. obtained resulting 
in reduced ‘“‘ping’’, less oil dilution, less valve 
troubles and longer engine life. Eliminates 
“Vapor lock’’. Precision built of bronze and alu- 
minum. Easily installed. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
sae ee Throat Unit for 4 & 6 cyl. cars $9.95 

roat Unit (for Ford V-8's, etc. c.) $11.95 
vauad’” —4 Throat Unit... $15.95 


INLINE DUAL SYSTEMS 


'Get up to 20% MORE POWER! 
& GAS MILEAGE! 


- 
wv 
= 


u 
6a8 “cy INLINE CA 
7 RIGINATED. by imeuist "this SUPER DUAL SET g 
' easily converts your standard congested ‘‘power 8 
& robing’’ single outlet system into an efficient DUAL & 
a system for increased POWER, PEP, SAFETY & GAS & 
s ECONOMY! Doubles exhaust capacity—cuts back pres- § 
& sure as much as 75%. Lengthens engine life. Better § 
8 performance than others because stock heat riser is @ 
@ retained. Lifetime construction. Easy to install. In-@ 
; cludes dual head pipe, tailpipe, clamps, hangers plus ' 
8 cast iron split-manifold connector & ‘‘Equalizer.”’ § 
a COMPLETE SET for use with stock mufflers 3s 


a SET & 2 CLASSPAC MUFFLERS 
Spb -TUNER 
TWAING & OCTANE SELECTOR 


Release ‘‘Locked-in” Power— . 

boost getaway & mileage! ) 

New SPEED-TUNER TIMING my” Patent 
SELECTOR ‘“‘tunes in” top Pend. 
performance as you drive. 

" . . A Simple pull of dash-mounted switch super- & 
tunes spark timing for PEAK PERFORMANCE & ® 
FULL POWER OUTPUT to compensate for changing & 
driving conditions, load, speed, terrain, 
octane & differences in altitude and weather. 
MORE GUESSING . . instantly ADVANCES OR 
RETARDS timing to MAXIMUM POWER POINT 
while driving! Use regular gas. Stops ping! Simple 
to install yourself. (Doesn’t interfere with pres- 
ent automatic advance.) Easy tuning instructions 
included. FOR ALL CARS, COMPLETE. -$6.95 ppd. 


“BEST for LESS” 


Everything for 


POWER! ECONOMY! 
STYLE! 

NEW LOW PRICES on 1000’s of : 
Speed, Power, Mileage, Racing, 5 
Custom items for ALL Cars! Fin- 8 
est Brands! Immediate ship- ® 
ment! SAVE . . . Don’t buy g 
till you see this FREE Catalog! 8 


ORDER FROM THIS AD! 


SATISFACTION H 
GUARANTEED g 


ENGINEERING 
BE ior sr. ra.] 
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Dealers Weated 











EDITORIAL 


The Human Side of a Machine 


HERE'S A GROWING TENDENCY on the part of law en- 

forcement agencies to rely on the use of machinery to tell 
them whether or not a motorist is breaking the speed limit. In 
this age of mechanization this is probably to be expected, but we 
see in its wholesale use a distinct danger to motorists’ rights. 

The use of radar timing devices has expanded by leaps and 
bounds in recent months; according to the American Automo- 
bile Association, the number of radar units in use (those li- 
censed by the federal government to state and city police and 
highway departments) increased 46.8 per cent in the 8 months 
before December, 1954. In Ohio alone, there were over 130. 

Why so many, and why are enforcement agencies adopting 
them? Here’s what various agencies answered when we went to 
them for the answers. “... Because of the accuracy of the reading 

- Involves less hazard to the officer . . . May be used in all 
kinds of weather . . . The psychological effect on our people . . . 
Less time is involved in apprehension of speeders . . . Requires 
less manpower . . . To prevent high speed; chase; wear and tear 
on cars... .” All of these are highly logical reasons for substi- 
tuting radar traps for patrolling, altho all enforcement agencies 
do not agree on the point that radar takes less manpower. Even 
so, they see enough advantages to make it worthwhile. . 

Judicial courts find it much easier to try cases based on radar 
vs. violator. Judge G. F. Macelwane of the Toledo Municipal 
Court says that the few who plead not guilty do not base their 
defense on the drawn-out complaint of the pursuit method, but 
on the fact that “the operator picked the wrong car.” Where 
the use of radar has been contested, it has usually been on its 
legality as an enforcement device, plus “it doesn’t give the driver 
a sporting chance!” Motorists have won few cases. 

Most law enforcement agencies that have been using radar 
timing for any length of time have statistics to prove that it has 
cut down on speeding and accidents (fatal and otherwise). The 
National Safety Council has come out openly for radar speed 
meters in enforcement, saying “We feel that it is reliable and 
accurate, and that it greatly reduces the danger inherent in the 
old methods of pursuit and racing.” 

Personally, we take exception to the use of radar for a totally 
different reason, concurring with Andrew J. Sordoni, AAA presi- 
dent, who recently said, . More than 85 per cent of the 
drivers on the road today operate their cars at safe speeds. These 
speeds may be higher or lower than the posted limit. We believe 
that it is much better to wse radar to determine the average 
speed of the safe 85 per cent, and make local limits conform 
to the scientific findings. In the meantime, our association recom- 
mends that areas where radar is in use should be posted as a 
warning to motorists and a deterrent to speed, and that the sets 
should be inspected periodically to imsure accuracy.” 

Last year the AAA came out with an official observation 
that “there is grave danger that, unless proper safeguards are 
provided, these mechanisms may be used for the purpose of 
wholesale arrests without bringing about improvement in either 
law observance or accident prevention.” A recommendation was 
therefore passed that “model legislation be formulated gov- 
erning the use of radar: To provide that such devices shall 
have been thoroly tested [as to accuracy]. . . . To provide for 
periodic rechecking . . . To provide that uniform distinctive 
warning signs shall be placed at reasonable intervals . . . to 
discourage excessive speeds.” 

Our conclusions? We don’t like the “trap method,” be it 
radar or a cop behind a billboard. The only time we've en- 
countered radar, it was in a trap. And we've heard of it being 
used this way too often. To us, warning signs of radar timing, 
plus patrol cars on the highway, are far greater deterrents to 
speeding. Let’s use more common sense in law enforcement and 


not become victims of the almighty machine. 
—Walt Woron 
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Easy to clean 


Filters out all dirt 


Traps moisture 


Never needs 
replacing 


Reduces friction 


Increases 
engine life 


End Filter Replacement FOREVER! 


with Revolutionary New Type 


Chto BRONTE 


Saves engine 
repairs 


= 
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= \ = 
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Unconditionally 
guaranteed 


Easy to install 


Saves oil 


All-metal 
construction 


Built-in acid 
neutralizer 


mate 


Ne are receiving orders from ail over the world for the amazing ‘hece 
3ronze Filter, and are setting up exclusive distributorships to handle 


OIL FILTER 


. Eliminates Engine Acids 

. Traps Damaging Moisture 
. Filters all the Dirt 

. Reduces Friction 

. Saves the Detergents 


U.S. Patent App. 
No. 464498 


WHY GIVE YOUR ENGINE HALF-WAY PROTEC- 
TION? The Micro Bronze permanent all-metal 
filter with the built-in acid neutralizer is the 
world’s first filter that guards against all five 
engine enemies: Acids, abrasives, friction, mois- 
ture and sludge. 

Made of solid but porous everlasting sintered 
bronze, the Micro Bronze Filter screens out all 
particles of dirt and abrasives larger than .00023 
inch in size (so small you could put a thousand 
of them on the head of a pin!). The Micro Bronze 
positively cannot channel or blow up... oper- 
ates efficiently at all temperatures...never 
wears out, never needs replacing, merely occa- 
sional cleaning. 


SAVES OIL CHANGES...SAVES DETERGENTS. 
Your oil is good for at least 10,000 miles with a 
Micro Bronze Filter. All the valuable additives 
are kept in, not soaked up and wasted by the 
filter. You never need buy another replacement 
pack as long as you live! Used with modern 
detergent oils, Micro Bronze will add thousands 
of miles to engine life, help prevent loss of 
engine power, save costly oil changes, pack 
replacements and engine overhauls! 


DOES YOUR PRESENT FILTER PASS THE ‘‘ACID”’ 
Test? If you have a Micro Bronze Filter with 
the built-in Acid Neutralizer, your engine is 
getting the full protection it needs! In a simple 
test you can easily make yourself, the Micro 
Bronze special element completely neutralizes 
acids in 60 seconds! 


DISTRIBUTORS WANTED 


lur rapidly growing dealer organization. Write, wire or phone. 


THE SINTERED METALS SECRET... Before World 
War II, the Germans discovered how to fuse 
microscopic balls of metal into solid but porous 
form. Following the war, this secret was made 
available to American industry and we’ve 
developed it for Micro Bronze Filters. This is a 
magnification of the filter wall. 


FITS EVERY CAR & LIGHT TRUCK. A Micro Bronze 
Unit costs only $6.95, including all full-flow 
models. Easy to install, never needs changing. 
Micro Bronze Filter Housing $9.95 for all cars 
with no filter equipment (does not include ele- 
ment). Use the easy-order coupon now. 


Cféito BRONZE FILTER CORP. 


Unaffected by 
pressure 


NT 


Screens out 
abrasives 


Efficient at all 
temperatures 


po vetge 


tueve ost 
a? 
OS ynouTt! 


Fits all cars 


Eliminates acid 


11766 West Pice Boulevard, Los Angeles 64, California * Cable Address: MICRONZE 
FILTERS THE DIRT BUT NOT THE DETERGENTS 


Mi-ro Bronze Filter Corp., Dept. MT-95 
11766 W. Pico Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 


Please ship the following at once 


i ( Conversion unit $6.95 (including all full-flow models) 
O) Micro Bronze Housing Unit (Needed where car does not now 


have filter) $9.95 (does not include element) 
full price. Factory pays all shipping costs 


Enclosed is $ 
to your door. 
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add more... 


POWER! 


to your 455 


OLDSMOBILE 








WITH THE 






EQUA: FLOW 
EXHAUST SYSTEM 


CHOOSE WITH THE CONFIDENCE 
THE NAME IMPLIES 







Whether your V8 - powered 
automobile is an immaculately 
restored 1935 Ford Roadster 
or a new 1955 Oldsmobile 
V8, there is a Belond EQUA- 
FLOW Exhaust System speci- 
fically designed to meet your 
car’s physical specifications and 
performance requirements. No 
Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust 
System is placed on the market 
until it is considered the finest 
available for the individual car, 
capable of delivering the max- 
imum of increased horsepower 
andeconomy available, through 
reduction of exhaust system 
back-pressure. 


















See your Belond Dealer soon! 
Be. ale 
wa MUFFLER CORPORATION 


11029 Washington Blvd., Culver City 2, Calif. 
1801 Spielbusch Ave., Toledo 1, Ohio 





VLa 
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| 
| CLIPPED 


Gentlemen: 

Up to the June issue your magazine had 
been doing an excellent job in properly iden- 
tifying the 2 new makes of '55 automobiles. 
Then, for no reason, you began referring to 
the Clipper as the Packard Clipper, which, 
according to a reliable source (Studebaker- 
Packard Corp.), it definitely is not. Nowhere 
in Packard and Clipper information is the 
Clipper referred to as a Packard Clipper. Call- 
ing it such seems quite unfair to the manu- 
facturer, who is striving to reestablish the 
Packard name exclusively in the luxury-car 
class and at the same time introduce a new- 
make car in the medium-priced field . . . 
John Braun Milan, Mich. 


PUZZLED 
Gentlemen: 

This picture may interest you. I 
Kingman, 


took 


motel at Ariz. 


on 


it behind a 





There were 2 of these cars without any 
marks of identification on them. Could you 
tell me what they are? 

Hubert Probus San Bernardino, Calif. 
Yes, but we won’t.—Editor 


SUPERHEATED STEAM 
Dear Sir: 

A brief comment on the otherwise excel- 
lent article in the July MOTOR TREND, “The 
Steam Car Could Come Back.” The statement 
“there was actually a possibility of a disas- 
trous boiler explosion in . . . the Stanley” 
is misleading. The Stanley boiler is wound 
with 3 or 4 layers of high-tension piano 
wire and the shell is thus of enormous 
strength. For an explosion to take place all 
500 fire tubes would have to rupture at once, 
which is impossible . . . My authority for 
making these statements rests on ownership 
of 7 Stanleys in the past 15 years and at 
least 100,000 miles of steam road travel. 
Stanley Ellis Waban, Mass. 


Dear Sir: 

I just finished the interesting article deal- 
ing with steam cars .. . In regard to some 
constructive action on the subject I have a 
suggestion to make . . . components for a 
steam car would not be hard to come by if 
someone would make a thorough search thru 
the catalogs of industrial equipment com- 
panies About the only thing not 
commercially produced would be the steam 
engine itself. | am positive that in this coun- 
try there is some foundry that would be will- 
ing to cast a thousand or so blocks for such 
an engine if they had the specifications to 
go by... 
H. J. Hofstad Hitterdal, Minn. 
Dear Sirs: 

I have visions of building a steam car 
but am unable to locate a suitable boiler 
or engine. . 
Robert Tordoff 
Volumes of correspondence have been com- 
ing in from would-be steam car builders and 
enthusiasts. Unfortunately, we don’t have the 


Allen, Iowa 





clubs are one good 
from the enthusiastic letters tho, the steam 
car just has to come back.—Editor 


WE’RE WITH YOU 
Gentlemen: 

. The final burden [for safe driving} 
is on us, the drivers, to do to others as we 
would have them do to us, to try to obey 
all the rules of the road, to anticipate every 
move as far ahead as possible, to drive with- 
in the limitations of our brakes and our 
lights, and always to be courteous, remem- 
bering that the fellow who just cut us off 
may have a sick baby at home or may bea 
doctor on the way to a seriously ill patient... 
Nelson V. N. Dungan Somerville, N.J. 


CRAZIEST CRAZE 


ir: 

I believe the custom-car craze is the craziest 
craze yet to grip the American enthusiasts, 

I also believe that a custom car is usually 
built by an egotistical square who has to be 
different from everyone else. And, for the 
most part, it comes out a disgusting con- 
glomeration of wreckage not worthy of grac 
ing our highways. The only custom I ever 


saw which I liked was the Golden Sahara 


{MT, May ’55], which is a car to be proud of. 
Curtis A. Collier 


DESIRABLE DIESEL 
Dear Sirs: 

In your buyers guide for imported cars 
you mentioned the diesel made by Mercedes- 
Benz, the 180-D. It caught my eye because 
I cannot think of any other diesel on the 
market today in a passenger car. I have seen 
them here, and have had the opportunity to 
ride in some. The noise and rough idle are 
not annoying and cannot be avoided with- 
out loss of performance in any diesel. The 
German cab drivers who own them will 
swear by them... 

Pfc. Bruce T. Reich APO 34 
There are others, notably the Fiat and 
Standard Vanguard diesels, but the 180-D 


is the only one imported in any numbers. 


—Editor 


BACK TO THE GOOD OLD DAYS 
Gentlemen and General Motors Car 
Designers: 

Now that Buick and Oldsmobile produce 
4-door hardtops why don’t they build 4-door 
convertibles like were built 15 or 20 years 
ago? It shouldn’t be too much of a problem 
now that they have the 4 
fected. 

Richard Caplan Chicago 
Reader Caplan has undoubtedly captured 
the thoughts of many other readers.—Editor 


WANTED: VERBS AND ADJECTIVES 
Dear Editor: 
I have taken your magazine for some time 


now and have always looked forward to your f® 


road-test reports. This is until recently when 
you have written them omitting some adjec- 
tives and verbs. There is no reason that I can 
see for this brevity. It detracts from ease of 
reading of the reports. Why not the complete 


sentences? 
Jim McGavran Columbus, Ohio 
The revamped road-test style is not so 


much for brevity as for objective presenta 
tion of facts —Editor 


NG MONOPOLY GAME 
Dear Sir: 

We have received several inquiries regard- 
ing our relationship with the Indianapolis 
Speedway and the Memorial Day 500-Mile 
Race. 

Firestone has no guaranteed monopoly on 
tire sales at the Speedway . . . Drivers and 
race car owners buy their tires from us solely 


answers to alk questions asked—antique-car 
source. If we can judge 


-door hardtops per- ° 
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because of their own preference for our 
product . . . During the early years of the 
way, drivers used various makes of tires 
|, In 1911 Ray Harroun tried out several 
brands of tires, chose Firestones and won 
the race. From then on there was a growing 








iriving} _ |preference for our tires over any competitor's 
S as we |product . . : 
to obey jW. D. Hines Akron, Ohio 
te every Jpirector of Public Relations 
ye with- |fisestone Tire and Rubber Co. 


ind our 
remem- 
> us off 
ay bea 
tient... 


lle, N.J. 


IVE-HOLER 
Dear Sir: 
Imagine my surprise to come across this 















craziest 
husiasts. 
usually 
is to be 
for the 
1g con. 
of grac- 
I every 
Saha 
roud of. 








Buick with 5 holes. 


‘Super Roadmaster” 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Robert E. Hart 
ed cats 










NEVER TOO YOUNG 
Dear Walt: 

I am a 12-year-old enthusiast, and a regu- 

lar reader of MOTOR TREND .. . every read- 
er would enjoy your magazine even more 
than they do now if you would road test 
station wagons such as the Nomad . On 
May 20, 1955 I was voted President of the 
Jr. Suburban Acres Automobile Club in 
Tulsa so you will probably hear a lot more 
from me. 
J. R. Groom III Hominy, Okla. 
Happy to hear from you any time, and 
we hope the JSAAC enjoyed the August sta- 
tion wagon buyers guide—Editor 


REBIRTH OF A BEAUTY? 
Dear Sir: 

I think it’s a shame that such a beautiful 
and artistic automobile as the Kaiser should 
end production. I think that something 
should be done to stop this. I’m sure there 
are a lot of people who will agree with me. 
Peter A. Howes Allen Park, Mich. 
Unfortunately, tho we agree, not enough 
others did.—Editor 


THE CRAFTY ARABS 
Dear Sir: 

I dislike having to miss a copy of MOTOR 
TREND but it seems like every time I go to 
the PX here in North Africa they are all out. 
Finally found the Arab newsstands handle 
them, so now I’m never without an issue. 

Here in Morocco about 95 per cent of the 
cars are American despite the fact that for- 
eign models are available at almost equal 
I asked the owners why and here’s 
what they said: American cars are more 
durable, need less maintenance, ride better, 
have better style, retain their value and 
have better workmanship. 
S/Sgt. William O. Bohl APO 118 


COPS AND ROBBERS 


Wish to point out a slight error in the 
article “Whatever Happened To .. .” in the 
the Peninsular State Bank 
was a Detroit institution and the building 
was located on the southwest corner of Har- 
per and Mt. Elliot until it was razed to make 
room for the Edsel Ford Expressway. 


Douglas K. Renny Detroit 


2, July MOTOR TREND, 
Hupp 8 shown in bottom picture of page 
could not have been photographed “outside 
a Chicago bank.” There has never been a 
Peninsular State Bank in Chicago and the 
lettering in the wind >w clearly states “Har- 
per and Mt. Elliot branch.” Why is it that 
Chicago, whose crime rate is lower than that 
of New York or Los Angeles, has to be 
slapped by such unnecessary connotations and 
inferences when it comes to gangsters? 
Harold Cowen Chicago 
No offense intended to nostalgic Detroiters 
or sensitive Chicagoans.—Editor 


Referring to page 4 





Convenient deliver. 


is one of the big reasons 
for subscribing to MT. 
Another is the 


$1.00 Saving 





on a two-year order. You 
won’t miss a copy of the 





great new issues coming up 





if you send this coupon 
oday... 


ercedes- & WORD TO THE WISE 
because MOTOR TREND Editors: 
on the | Since I believe many gasoline station at- 
ve seen jendants like myself read MOTOR TREND, I prices. 
nity to fhink it would be of some significance for 
idle are fhem to know that the 55 Chevrolet has 
i with- jome unfinished metal work under the flap 
el. The for the gas filler that is sharp enough to 
m will jnfict a mean cut when removing or replac- 
ing the gas cap .. . Just because it doesn't 
\PO 34 fhow on the outside of the body of the car, 
at and eintegrity of the manufacturers should be ear Sir: 
180-D ich that items like this would be important 
umbers. fj them. : f : 
far! Albitz Minneapolis, Minn. Joly ieee 
ICONDING MOTION 
0 the Editors: 
Congratulations on your article, “Solving 
sroduce fe Ride Riddle.” It’s about time someone 
-4-door $i something about the sad state of affairs. 
0 years pur cars today have a suspension system that ; 
roblem both obsolete and unsafe... I'll continue Dear Sir: 
ps per-"P be a sports-car enthusiast until Detroit 
%s something about its products. 
Chicago $ Scroggins Milwaukee, Wis. 
aptured 
-Editor " FROM DOWN UNDER 
Ve if: 
I have never had the pleasure of 
ding your journal, MOTOR TREND, and I 
ne time Pld like to exchange some English and 
to your Pistralian magazines if I had someone to 
when pulse me. 
adjec- f- Matthews Queensland, Australia 
tI can POTOR TREND will forward letters to 
ease of pi/d-be reader Matthews.—Editor 
, Ohio 
not 50 MOTOR r 
esentae } TREND subscription Dept. H 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. ' 
s 
Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND subscriber for: 4 
One year—$3.00 [Two years—$5.00 Above rates & 
regard- r U.S., its posiagstone, —> all othef countries: ; 
napolis [One year—$4 ([] Two years— - 
)0-Mile | Name : 
Street. 1 
oly nd City Zone State ; 
age pe l enclose: [Jcash [check [] money order i 
: solely ena ae Pee 











UPPOSE you had an 
automobile factory en- 
gineer standing right be- 
side you, guiding your 
hands through every step 
of even the toughest car 





MOTOR’S 


AUTO 2,000,000 MOTOR’S Au- 
X to Manuals have been 


REPAIR sold. No wonder so many 


thousands of beginners 
MANUAL 


repair jobs! Think how 
you would “whiz through”’ 
every job! No wonder 


and expert mechanics 
alike use this guide. lt 
shows you, in step-by- 


step words and pictures, 
how to fix ANY part of 
yY ear, 1940 through 


No guesswork! MO- 
TOR’S Manual leads you 
through entire job with 
















easy step-by-step direc- 
Covers 737 Models— tions, clear “‘how-to” 
pty =. Makes pictures. You CAN’T go 
Buic judson wrong. 
Cadillac Kaiser 1000 Bi. 
; g 
—— ILLUSTRATED Pages 
a. as” NEW, REVISED, EN- 
De Sete Oldsmobile LARGED Edition con- 
D Packard tains the ‘“‘meat” from 
—— goo over 160 OFFICIAL shep 
ie — manuals simplified for 
YOU in Over 1,000 
Henry J —o big pages. 23,436 essen- 
tial specifications. 2,900 
2,000,000 copies sold “‘this-is-how”’ pictures. 
pair facts. Leads be- 
Same FREE Offer 225,000 service and re- 
— —_ pine 4 pair facts. Leads be- 
= ees job nn org omar step of 
anes the way. ime-saving 
EVERY popular make factory repair proced- 
gasoline truck, tractor ures for experts. Used 
made from 1946 thru a by U.S. Army and 
FREE 7- Navy. 
day trial. Try Book FREE 
Check SEND NO MONEY! 
proper box Unless delighted, re- 
in coupon. § turn book in 7 days 
and pay nothing. Mail 








coupon to: MOTOR 
Book Dept., Desk 509, 250 W. 55th St., N.Y.C. 19. 


MAIL COUPON NOW FOR 7-DAY FREE TRIAL 


MOTOR BOOK DEPT. 

Desk 509, 250 W. 55th St., New York 19, N.Y. 
pone me at once (check box opposite book you 
want 

MOTOR’S New AUTO REPAIR MANUAL. If O.K., 

I will remit $2 in 7 days; $2 ok for 2 
months and a final payment of 95c (plus 35c de- 
uivery peace) o "Postpaid in Lr ® see I 
w return e post; jays. ‘oreign 
it $9 cash w order.) 











price, rem 

MOTOR’S New TR. 

MANUAL. If O.K., I will remit $2 in 7 days, 
and $2 monthly for 3 months, plus 35c_ deli 
charges rin fal greet Otherwise I will et 

postpaid in jays. (Foreign price, remi 

oath order.) " 
Print Name. Age. 
Address. 
CB ncusccse State. 

of box and save 35¢ delivery po A . 
WITH coupon entire pa it o 95 
foes pair Manual (or $8 for ik & Tractor 
Repair Manual). Same return-refund privilege. 
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Je Ou SC eee) ee OE TROT 


“OVER A BARREL.” is an oft-used but 


not-quite-accurate way of describing 
the situation of the misnamed “inde- 
pendents” (Ford is the only real inde- 
pendent because he owns his own 
company) as it exists today. A better 
cliché would be “over the hump.” 


WALL STREET recently has not ade- 


quately reflected the remarkable come- 
back of at least the Packard end of the 
S-P Corp. in the short 3 years of Nance 
management. It has not reacted at all, 
one way or the other, to the efforts of 
George Romney and his American Mo- 
tors. Perhaps it is because stockbrokers, 
in general, do not know the difference 
between a sparkplug and a piston. 


S-P STOCK DROPPED from $16 to 


$10 per share almost coincidentally 
with the invention of the guaranteed 
annual wage. Owners of American Mo- 
tors, eyeing that company’s bigger bank 
balance, remain temporarily unper- 
turbed. The outcome of the current bat- 
tle between man-« ‘-principle Romney 
and man-of-just-as-much-principle Wal- 
ter Reuther remains unpredictable at 
the moment, but the labor problems of 
both Nance and Romney are the key 
to a potential 10 per cent of the market 
—600,000 vehicles. That isn’t alfalfa, 
but unless concessions are forthcoming 
quickly, the Big 3 are going to find 
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by Don MacDonald 


themselves in the embarrassing position 
of being the only 3. In other words, 
there are hurdles still to be hurdled. 


AMERICAN MOTORS has already pro- 


duced twice as many Hudsons and 
Nashes as it did during the calendar 
year 1954. The Studebaker-Packard 
combine has done about as well. Of 
course, not all of these cars are sold to 
the ultimate consumer, but at least they 
are being produced on dealer order— 
a fact that neither Ford nor Chevrolet 
can claim at the moment. 


VAST DIFFERENCES EXIST on the 


surface between the operating philoso- 
phies of the 2 companies. S-P’s Jim 
Nance aims at having a miniature Gen- 
eral Motors (miniature in this case 
meaning multi-million instead of multi- 
billion ) with a full line of autos, where- 
as Romney is taking every advantage 
of common tooling, also a leaf out of 
GM’s book. Boiling out the press re- 
leases, very little difference exists; 
Nance wishes he had the common tool- 
ing, but would design around Romney 
and his problem, which is product con- 
fusion between the outwardly similar 
Hudson and Nash. 


IT CAN BE SEEN that the case for 


merger is rather dim, not so much be- 
cause of the basic rivalry between the 


| 5 seme, ae 


2 men, but because merger would mg 

total product realignment, a problg 
not yet solved within the separate 

panies. Both have already doubled th 
purchasing power, which is a mat 

not so much of advantage as surviy 

Both are fundamentally basing th 
sales efforts on originality of engine 
ing and styling. 


PACKARD’S EMERGENCE once ag: 
as a truly fine car is balanced by A- 
emphasis on the Rambler, which co 
ultimately develop as the fine car of 
low-price field. Tremendous efforts 
both in these separate directions hy 
resulted in substantial increases in 
secondhand (or “Blue Book”) value 
both products. This, of course, is 
we say that each is over the hump. 


THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE 
these companies is satisfyingly brig 
They will solve their labor proble 
despite themselves, primarily beca 
Walter Reuther is a very rational m 
He knows that GM could produce, 
example, American Motors’ share of 
market by adding only slightly to 
GM hourly wage roll. Certainly ¢ 
is no substitute for a flourishing 
separate company employing more th 
10,000 CIO members in Kenosha, W 
The same applies to Utica, Mich., 
South Bend, Ind., where Packard 
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All 11 passengers in these Cadillac wagons can see Pikes Peak thru the plastic roof 


Studebaker employees, respectively, and 
in even greater numbers, are located. 


option on all models. Practically all 


1956 cars will have a new doorlatch 






The Rumor Mili 


“A blue-chip Chicago manufacturer wi"! 
use the forthcoming Paris show to in- 
troduce a new, _limited-production, 
‘boulevard’ sports-type car with a 
Rolls-Royce-like price tag . . .” 

TRUE—We understand that this Spohn- 
bodied gem has been styled by Brooks 
Stevens, which is gilt-edged security for 
good looks and craftsmanship. Best U.S. 
mechanical components will be used for 
ease of servicing, but the car will contain 
many engineering innovations, including 
a retractable metal top. Incidentally, “Mad 
Man” Muntz has nothing to do with it. 


“The Mexican Road Race has been can- 
celled...” 


vasing th 
of engill designed to resist flying open even FALSE—For the moment anyway, the race 
THE COVETED 10 PER CENT of the under stress from severe, head-on col- is still on, although postponed to around 
market is a tough goal, mostly because lisions or roll-overs. In addition, Ford December 2. Expect factory-supported 
‘once agg of our bounding economy. A healthy is cafrying on extensive experiments teams of Chryslers, Chevrolets, Dodges, 
d by A sign is the fact that the independents’ with instrumented dummies mounted Buicks, Mercurys (only Merc officially). 
vhich co share is up over last year by a healthy in driverless cars that are crashed into 
e car of ft 1.07 per cent, exactly the same as that a solid timber barrier (at left, below). 2 
efforts] dropped by the Big 3. Within the latter a —e soon ———— 
ctions ha g8toup, both Ford and Chevrolet have THESE MANIKINS are called anthro- equipment in the high-price 
ases in dropped nearly. 4 per cent each, despite pomorphic dummies because they are TRUE—Expect Cadillac to lead the way 
”) value the highest sales in their history. Con- scientifically designed to have about the with this, but not on 1956 models. For 
rse, is ¥ fusing? Perhaps, except that more peo- same crash resistance as a human being. the coming year, you'll have minor goodies, 
hump. ple are buying more cars. Weight and dimensions are those of such as a power-operated decklid. 
the average motorist. Their skeletons 
TURE @ FOR YOU IT MEANS that you can buy are steel weldments; their skin and “Hydra-Matie will undergo its 2nd ma- 
gly brig a car that is different at an evet-dimin- muscle, soft plastic. They can be adjust- Rage saan in 1956...” 
* proble ishing premium, taking into account the ed so they will be relaxed or tense dur- , desi ‘ ll ch : 
ly beca overall cost from initial purchase price ing impact. Sensitive instruments record TRUE—New — a d aces et. 
ional to ultimate depreciation. Despite the any degree of injury from a bloody nose by valving instead of 7 * zg tics 
roduce, fact that the independents dislike our to a crushed skull. Preliminary results on the new Cadillac (if you will remem- 
hare of calling them by that name, we will con- of this program have already caused ber, Cad had Ist lien on the other major 
tly to tinue to do so. It is a real honor. Ford to plug seat belts, and that is only change—dual range). 
‘ainly ¢ the beginning. Look for extensively 
ee ae pace padded instrument panels, front-end “Cadillac will have either double fins 
es 7 “te ng geon ni a m4 i. ae ot o se Pps q _— - right “er —_— or Eldorado tail treatment for 56... .” 
a Chepler in, saking saley. bebe Re ne FALSE—'S6 Cadillac tail treatment will 
Mich., Chrysler in making safety belts an on future Ford products. edtiiiaheble pecgenis tile Gann 
= trademark, with no radical departure. 





















“Plymouths will be sold by apa. 
dealerships before the end of ’56 . 
FALSE—This is another one of oun 
rumors that 12 months from now might 
be labeled “true,” but meanwhile Chrysler 
Corp. will struggle along with their cur- 
rent split setup. 


“Pushbutton transmissions will be avail- 
able in 1956 . 





TRUE—One of ‘Gi Big 3 (and it is not 
the one who dreamed up the Futura) will 
have them thruout their new line. 








“The Chrysler ‘300’ will be dropped ...” 


FALSE—This luxury powerpack has. sold 
beyond expectations and will therefore be 
continued next year. 






Ford’s Dearborn track tests safety devices in this sort of in- 
tentional crash. Cadaverous dummy announces electrically, 
via patch of metal foil, when and how he hits car’s interior 
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WHO’S RUNNING 
NUMBER ONE 
IN COMPETITION 
WHERE “CLAIMS” 
DON’T COUNT? 













CHEVROLET) 


THAT’S WHO! 


In NASCAR* Short Track Division events, this 55 Chevrolet 
has brought home more winning points than any car in any 
price class. Engine and performance claims don’t count in this 


league. Here you’ve either got it or you haven’t! 


*National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing 
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Chevrolet’s got it! Enough high-powered punch to 
run the pants off competition—all competition, in- 
4 cluding most of the so-called “hot” high-priced cars! 


s If you’ve seen a ’55 Chevrolet in action this news 
doesn’t surprise you. You’ve witnessed the swivel- 
hipped way it handles, breaking through the pack 
to come lane-hugging, power-sliding through the 
turns—wide-spaced rear springs holding tight— 
then digging out with a catapult surge of V8 power! 
If you haven’t—brother, it’s something to see. 
Better yet, put a new Chevrolet through your own 
paces. Your dealer has one waiting. . . . Chevrolet 
Division of General Motors, Detroit 2, Michigan. 








the new winner 
in stock car competition 


‘4 
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NEW! 
plastic. leather 




















‘ Ea 
CLEANS » SOFTENS » PROTECTS 
with 1 application! 


OUTSELLS ALL OTHERS 


New Leather Kleen’s 3-in-1 efficiency 
makes it easy to keep upholstery lus- 
trous and pliable! Contains saddle soap 
to CLEAN...neatsfoot oil to CONDITION 
... beeswax to PROTECT. Prevents 
cracking and fading. Highly concen- 
trated—a little lasts and lasts! 
TRY IT TODAY! 


Sold By These Fine Stores In Your City: 
Firestone Tire & Rubber, Montgomery- 
Ward, Gamble’s Western Auto, Coast to 
Coast Stores, Chris-Craft Boat Dealers, 
OR...SEND $1.00 FOR 8 OZ. CAN OF 
LEATHER KLEEN TO: 











TANNER PRODUCTS 





Sen SS 

@ Servicing your car for top per- 
formance requires tools that are right for 
the job, and Snap-on tools are the stand- 
out choice of America’s top mechanics. 
Snap-on offers the most complete line of 
standard wrenches and special automotive 
service tools, also a wide selection of 
wrenches in Whitworth and Metric sizes 
for servicing foreign cars. Available only 
from Snap-on branches and Snap-on Men 
or direct from factory. Write today for 
free Metric-Whitworth folder and stand- 
ard tool catalog. 


SNAP-ON TOOLS CORPORATION 
8023-1 28th Ave., Kenosha, Wisconsin 
®Snap-on is the trademark of Snap-on Tools Corporation. 
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TEL-A-LITE looks like a mobile telephone 
receiver, is actually a combination spotlight- 
trouble light with 10-foot cord. Draws only 
4 amp, throws 300-foot beam. Price, $12.95 
for 6- or 12-volt model. Special boat and 
plane bracket available. Just 2 connections to 
make (hot lead and ground). Write Califor- 
nia Co., 942 So. La Brea Ave., Los Angeles. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 





GRAPHITE in 2 new Pyroil oils imbeds 
itself in metals for long-lasting lubrication. 
Pyroil “M” is designed as an all-purpose oil 


for protection against rust and corrosion, 
while “P” is a fast-acting penetrating oil with 
high lubricating qualities. Marketed in 3- 
ounce cans at hardware stores, auto supply 
houses everywhere. Made by Pyroil Co., La 
Crosse, Wis. 





ee 


FERRIS WHEEL right in your workshop 
is the new Kari-All parts assorter. Handy for 
small parts, it fits on wall or workbench. 
Flick of the finger rotates the trays, but auto- 
matic brake keeps heavy items from always 
swinging to bottom. All-steel construction, 
available in 2 sizes. For prices atid additional 
information write Peters Manufacturing Co., 





Kawkawlin, Mich. 
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RADI-CARE is a new cooling system clean- 
er which combines 10 chemicals to fight rust, 
sludge, oils, greases, and other foreign matter 
that accumulates in radiators. As a bonus, 
makers say it will even remove brass tarnish 
inside the radiator, yet it’s gentle enough to 
be used all summer without draining. Avail- 
able for $1.98 from Wong Laboratories, 3259 
Madison Rd., Cincinnati 9, Ohio. 





INEXPENSIVE summer comfort for your 
cat is provided by the new PacificAir Cooler. 
An evaporative-type device, the cooler oper- 
ates from electrical system of car, can also be 
used in home or motel room. Adjustable legs 
permit it to be placed even on non-level car 
floor. Price and further information from 
McCulloch Motors Corp., 6101 West Century 
Blvd., Los Angeles. 





DETERGENT concentrate for windshield 
washers is Tabs; just drop one quarter-sized 
tablet in washer jar of water. Tabs, 1st addi- 
tive of their kind on the market, are formu- 
lated to allow wipers to sweep away bugs, 
road film and grease. Cellophane envelope 
with 2 tablets is 25¢ at auto supply stores. 
Manufactured by Christy Chemical Corp., 
Worcester 4, Mass. 
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This department is not composed of paid advertis- 
ing. All items are guaranteed by the manufacturer 
for immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claims 
made herein are those of the manufacturer, and do 
not constitute an endorsement by Motor Trend. When 
ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. 









PROTECT your car’s front seat without hid- 
ing the beauty of new fabrics. Coverite is 
a new “window clear” cover that is easy to 
install with specially designed hooks and 
elasticized bands. Wipes clean with soap and 
water, can be slipped off in a flash for extra 
special occasions. Orders accepted for any 
make passenger car or station wagon at $5.95 
each. Lortex Co., 117 Claremont Ave., Mt. 
Vernon, N.Y. 





APPLY HI-GLOSS finish to your car, 
wash it with a large specially treated turkish 
towel, wipe lightly with a clean cloth. Accord- 
ing to the manufacturers this represents the 
newest, easiest way to give your car a plate- 
like protective finish in less time than other 
processes. For full details write Nu-Col Prod- 
ucts Division, Chrisholm Industries, 11 Com- 
mercial St., Lynn, Mass. 





NO SOLDERING or hammering with the 
new All-Bronze battery terminal. Installed 
simply by tightening or loosening one nut, 
it fits all size battery cables and posts. Recom- 
mended for cars, trucks, boats, farm equip- 
ment, it’s designed not to corrode or freeze to 
a battery post. Retail price 97¢ each, from 
Gun Tool Mfg. Co., 373 Columbus Ave., 
New Haven, Conn. 
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SUPERCHARGER 


BIG...NEW... 


Get your copy of the BIG, NEW, 
SUMAR Illustrated Catalog ... i 
Color. Tune-Up Hints, performance 
tips Plus, the very latest engine 
components and accessories. Send 
25c for yours NOW. 











Low cost... Quiet, no gears. 
Self-lubricated...has its own 
oil reservoir that never needs 
changing. 

Voriable speed drive for 
extra economy; universal ap- 
plication. Weighs just 24 
pounds. 

Easily, economically _ in- 
stalled. 


$225 AND UP 























_ SUMAR SPEED EQUIPMENT — 





109 NORTH 7th STREET - DEPT. M 


PHONE C-8174 









TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 








* TOP CHOICE . . 


ong corvette owners 


Give your Corvette the additional style and distinc- 
tion it deserves. Takes only seconds to install or re- 
move this hard-top designed by PLASTICON. Custom 
made of lightweight fiberglass-reinforced plastic, 
tops are available in all Corvette colors, and are 
shipped ready for easy installation. It is detailed 
very nicely, with stainless raingut- 
ter, large wrap-around plex- 
iglass rear window, and is 
completely weather-proofed. 
The top clamps down tightly, 
and rides noiselessly even 
over the roughest roads. 


Price—$225 (f.0.b. our plant). $100 
deposit with order, bal. C.O.D. 


Healey, MG, and Jaguar. 


Also, plastic tops for Austin- 2402 No. Charlotte Ave., So. San Gabriel, Calif 
































=e Ft CU UODDUN 


Phone: AT 0-4817 














Stude * ‘53-55 Dodge * ‘55 Chevy 
‘55 Pontiac * ‘35-55 Ford or Merc 


STATE TYPE TRANSMISSION 
Pay postage or express on arrival. 
None for station wagons. 


Fits any exhaust 
pipe, any car. Dash 
control kit is 
included, 


SEND $3.95 
ppd. 








‘50-51 Cad * ‘49-55 Olds * ‘51-55 $41* 
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Amazing 


fof Tg POLISH 
Discovery! 
FAST as a car wash! 


f- Now! MAC'S new Resin 
Coat. A long-lasting 
polish that’s quick and 
easy to apply. Fast- 
acting Solvent Action 
does it...loosens surface 

film harmlessly while 

special resins produce a 

hard, high gloss that lasts 

up to 6 months. Just rub 
on, wipe off. Do a per- 
fect job in minutes—not 
hours. Nothing like it! 


“DON’T WAX IT—MAC’S-IT” 
+ With MAC'S RESIN COar, 


a ANON MAC'S SUPER GLOSS CO., 


Los Angeles 42 saben ag 





NICE CAR— 


Wipe it off every nice day 
with a $2 KozaK Auto Dry 


Wash Cloth and_ you'll 
NEVER have to hose it. 
KOZAK will even DRY 
wash a nice car that is so € 
dirty you can hardly tell the 

color of the paint. Been doing it for 
29 years now . . . for people whose 
cars are ALWAYS clean . . . this 
$2 investment will return you fifty 
in car wash savings. And has been so 
Guaranteed to 10 million buyers since 


1926. Mail coupon to: 

oO TA AL 
—s 

Oo ZA wash 
©KOZAK, 63 S. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 
Please send me POSTPAID: 

SUPER $3 KozaKs 

(Lasts 4 Times Longer) 


(1 for $3 








REG. $2 KozoKs 
(Millions Use Them) 


(C0 1 for $2 
(3 for $5 











(0 CASH (0 CHECK Enclosed 
Offer Limited to Continental U.S.A. 
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REVELATIONS 


PER MINUTE 


A GREAT DAY COMING? 
OF THE 2105 BILLS that have been intro- 
duced to the Illinois State Legislature this 
year, one is of special interest to the automo- 
tive-minded public. This bill (it passed) stip- 
ulates that after June 30, 1956, no motor ve- 


| hicle may be registered unless it can be 


equipped by the owner with safety-belt hooks. 
Almost all cars presently meet this demand 


| and safety belts themselves are not required, 
| only the facility for installing them. It seems 


| 





like a painfully slow beginning, but where 
there’s smoke there’s fire. 


TREAT FOR TAUNUS OWNERS 


COLUMBIA MOTOR CO. (245 W. 56th 
St., New York) has announced that, in addi- 
tion to many other foreign-car parts, it will 


| now begin to import standard parts for the 
| German Ford Taunus. The growing number 


of Taunus owners will be able to get parts 
directly from Columbia or its distributors. 


WHO’S ON FIRST? 
ROLLS-ROYCE, LTD., has entered into an 
interesting agreement with the Twin Disc 
Clutch Co. of Racine, Wis. The agreement 
provides that Rolls-Royce will be licensed to 
produce Twin Disc’s Hydro-Dynamic torque 
converter transmissions (used mostly on trac- 
tors, railcars, and oil well drilling equip- 
ment). The agreement also states that the 2 
companies will enter into an exchange of in- 
formation on the subject of hydraulic torque 
converters. Rolls’ interest in the subject is 
uaderstandable—it’s been using thinly dis- 
guised (as Rolls-Royce automatic) GM Hy- 
dra-Matic transmissions for several years. 


ANOTHER LION IN THE STREETS 


DESIGNATED “TUR 1,” an Austin Sheer- 
line sedan unveiled at Austin’s Golden Jubilee 
Celebration is the 2nd known conventional- 
looking car to be driving around with a gas 
turbine engine nestled where a reciprocating 
mill once pulsated. (Chrysler's turbine-pow- 
ered Plymouth was Ist to fool the public.) 
The Austin houses a 2-stage compressor driv- 
en by a 3-stage compressor turbine, which, in 
turn, is followed by a separate power turbine, 
with a heat exchanger for an economy boost. 
Output is 125 horsepower. The car has com- 
»leted thousands of miles of road tests thruout 
3ritain without detection. It appeared at the 
Jubilee not because it is likely to go into pro- 
duction, but rather “. . . to give the guests a 
glimpse of motoring in the future.” 


TRUCKERS OPPOSE 
ROAD-BUILDING BILL 


A TRUCKING INDUSTRY SPOKESMAN 
has urged Congress to abandon a highway 
construction bill sponsored by Rep. George 
H. Fallon (D) of Maryland which would 
provide pay-as-you-go financing for nation- 
wide road building. An INS release states 
that William A. Bresnahan, assistant general 
manager of the American Trucking Assn., 
testified that he prefers the Eisenhower ad- 
ministration’s bond issue plan (turned down 
by the Senate and substituted with a plan 
calling for $12.5-billion dollars in tax money 
to be spent in 5 years for building). The 
opposed bill calls for a 1 cent per gallon in- 
crease in gasoline taxes, a 4 cent per gallon 


boost on diesel fuel tax. (Each fuel now 
carries a 2-cent tax.) Bresnahan’s only cog 
cession to the bill was on the boost in gasoling 
tax. He held that “the trucking industry firm. 
ly believes it is paying its share of the taxes" 
and that “any increase in taxes should be 
across the board.” 


ANOTHER “WITNESS” 


THE CALDEA CALENDAR, sent to us by 
Martin G. Jack, treasurer of the California 
Driver Education Assn., is basically a compila 
tion of interesting reports on driver education 
gleaned from every imaginable source, and in { 
the Association’s own words, it’s published | 
to acquaint its members with “current items # 
in the fields of education, enforcement, ané q 
engineering which may improve their in 
structional techniques.” Of great interest to us 
is the following excerpt from the March-April 
issue: “A bill requiring that drivers’ licenses 
show any serious ailment that might hamper 
the holder’s ability to drive went to Governor 
Knight [of California} for his signature to- 
day. The author, Assemblyman Richard Mc. 
Collister, said the bill stemmed from the 
arrest of a Marin County driver on drunk- 
driving charges when he actually had dia 
betes.” (The driver referred to here was 
arrested and jailed, eventually had his license 
revoked. He appealed the revocation and his 
license was returned with an .order to under- 
go a medical checkup every 6 months as long 
as he continued to drive.) The significance 
of this bill is echoed in “Witness for the 
Defense,” page 68, this issue, which outlines 
the merits of the Drunkometer, a scientilic 
device which will help to eliminate cases like 
that cited above. For more information on 
the “Caldea Calendar,” write to Dr. Richard 
Kaywood, Membership Chairman, 636 Calle 
Rinconada, Santa Barbara, Calif. 


TIGHT LITTLE ISLAND 


HUDSON MOTORS’ chatty Newsletter 
passes out some sobering information that 
probably jibes with your thoughts on the 
sobering subject: “Mexico City plans to send 
convicted reckless drivers to an island penal 
colony 100 miles off the Pacific Coast to serve 
their sentences .. . 


THE DISTAFF SIDE OF IT 


WE RECENTLY attended a panel discussion 
on the general subject of what a woman 
wants when she buys a car. Participating 
were six females representing all walks of 
Detroit life (at least those walks which en- 
vision 2 cars in the family) moderated by 
Mary Morgan of CKLW radio and TV. 
Silent spectators were the predominantly 
male members of the Motor City’s press 
gang. The idea kind of backfired on the 
sponsor (Hudson Division of American 
Motors) because the women didn’t seem to 
know what they wanted. About the only 
thing they agreed on was that they wanted a 
small car, but this still had to be “full-sized” 
enough to allow graceful exit and entry 
(they complained about modern cars being 
too low to permit wearing of hats with 
feathers). Caustic star of the show was Mrs¢ 
A. M. Walker, a Birmingham housewife, 
who, when asked whether availability of air 
conditioning would be a sales argument to 
her, pointed out that if she could get her 
husband to pop for a new 2nd car, there 
would be no purpose in queering the deal 
by insisting on air conditioning in addition. 
Like most prospective 2nd-car owners whose pi 
needs are caalinad to short shopping trips, fi 
Mrs. Walker cannily noted that economy ex- 
ists only in the original purchase price. She fi 
did, however, wish that the manufacturers 
would do something about providing either 
adjustable pedals, or steering wheel, or both. 
Between the lines, this reads to us like her 
hope for a 2nd car of her own is only that. 
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ishel GENTLEMEN, START YOUR ENGINES 
cent an by Wilbur Shaw 
, and @ 


their in pyblished by Coward-McCann, Inc., 
rest to us Byjadison Ave., New York. $5 at bookstores. 
—— 
licenses W#JP'HE LATE WILBUR SHAW’S autobi- 
t hamper ographical story of his rise from an ama- 
Governor eur dirt-track driver to president of the 
ature to-(indianapolis Speedway is a well-written, ex- 
hard Mc-fiting personal history of his 35 years in 
‘rom the@American racing. The detailed descriptions 
n drunk. fpf races in which he competed (including the 
had dia-{§ 500-Mile Classics he won) give the racing 
rere was(an an inside look at the hard work of prepa- 
is license fation, the hopes and heartbreaking disap- 
and his{pointments behind the track spectacle. 
o under-§ Shaw's friends and contacts read like a 
s as long poster of the great in the racing fraternity and 
nificance utomotive world. Several photographic sec- 
for thegions (unfortunately not arranged in chron- 
outlines fplogical order) and a complete index help the 
scientific |eathusiast identify personalities and events. 
ases like § The fatalistic approach of the drivers to the 
ation on Mfequent tragedies of the track, the losses of 
Richard @heir friends, and the mental and physical 
36 Calle punishment taken in every race may bewilder 
he uninitiated. In Shaw can be traced the 
ychological development of the fierce com- 
itive spirit and stoical disregard for conse- 
uence, once he is in the groove, that make 
winning driver. Even the skeptic at last can 
undérstand the thrill and challenge of the 
traditional Indianapolis command, a 
men, start your engines!’ K.N. 
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THE 14-KARAT TRAILER 
by Myron Zobel 


Published by Frederick Fell, Inc., 
ve., New York 16. $2.95. 


HE FLYLEAF on this book of fact that 
sounds more like fiction says, “By the 
ime {Zobel} was thru he had built himself 
ninantly & plaything that only King Farouk could 
's press @fford to take off his hands—and in the end, 
on the fis ou did. The tab came to $20,000 and for 


scussion 
woman 
cipating 
valks of 
lich en- 
ated by 
nd TV. 


386 4th 


merican fhis outlay of cash Mr. Zobel received every- 
seem to fhing he had bargained for—and much 
1e only More.” That statement is no exaggeration. 
anted af’ What author Zobel had bargained for 
l-sized” eas a $2500 trailer in which he “could 
1 entry fravel in comfort to the 4 corners of the con- 
s being finent.” After outlining his plans and making 
ts with fhe inevitable changes, he winds up with a 
as Mrs*§20,000 land yacht, hauled by a cab-over 
usewife, Bruck and hired driver. Crammed into its 45- 
y of air foot interior of Australian satinwood, figured 
nent to Bspen and tufted pigskin are sleeping quarters 
get her for the Zobels and their houseboy, a self-con- 
-, there fained shower, office, ‘flying bridge,” bar, gal- 
he deal fey, and ham radio outfit. 

ddition. | The Zobels then tour the length and 
; whose pieadth of the land, coming upon laughable 
Z trips, fituations around each bend in the road. 
my ex- Frnt the “Continental Clipper’ meets its 
ce. She fight point-to-point schedule, the Zobels re- 
main in the trailer, getting out only to pry 
bf curious onlookers at each gas stop. As the 


acturers 
- either 
t both. 


210 





yleaf says — “There’s a laugh on 
ery page . —V.W. 


ike her 
ly that. 











(ADVERTISEMENT) 





Wheeling with Deeling 





Five Gadgets eee 





Acid corrosion on battery terminals used to 
be a real—and expensive—headache for me. 
This corrosion weakened the whole electri- 
cal system, and Id find myself replacing a 
battery after just a few months of service. 
Then I heard about the ingenious Bat- 
tery Booster terminal housings you see 


pictured above. These housings contain 
an acid-neutralizing reservoir which elimi- 
nates power-sapping sulfation and acid 
corrosion, increases the efficiency and life 
of the generator and distributor, and even 
improves the fidelity of your car radio! 
Battery Boosters give extra power for start- 
ing, lights, accessories. Easily attached or 
removed in minutes. Price, including two 
new copper cable terminals, is only $3.95 
per pair. Try a set. They do the job,- and 
are guaranteed to last the life of your car. 





There are quite a few “wide angle” mirrors 
on the market, but most of them sell for 
anywhere from $4.00 to $8.00. Now along 
comes the See-All Panoramic Mirror for 
only $1.49! This is an extra wide, 13” job, 
and it really puts eyes in the back of your 
head. Takes in the entire rear area at a 
glance, day or night, and doesn’t minimize 
danger by reducing the size of the cars 
behind. Specially tinted to filter out glare, 
and it clamps securely in seconds to any 


inside mirror. Order several so you can 
make driving safer for your car-owning 


friends. The price again: only $1.49 each, 
on money-back guarantee. 





If you're like me, you get plenty tired of 
the constant wind roar when you get out 
on the highway. This Wind Silencer is the 
answer—it reduces wind noises to a gentle 
whisper, lets you talk or listen to your car 
radio in living room quiet. Just snap the 
silencers on the lead edges of your car 
doors with the special rubber-shimmed 
clips—that’s all there is to it. Designed by 
aeronautical engineers. Steel, with chrome 
finish. Only $2.98 for the pair, postpaid. 


THE EYES 
HAVE IT easy ~~ 
day or night with 
this all-purpose 
adjustable eye 
visor. My wife 
claims they do a 
better job against glaring sun and night 
lights than dark glasses, car visors and 
tinted windshield glass combined. They 
don’t interfere with regular glasses and are 
light weight and comfortable to wear. 
Hinged Visor tilts for use as shade or sun- 
glasses. Only $1.00 per pair. 








This isn’t an automotive item, but it’s so 
good that I couldn't resist telling you about 
it. It’s a line filter that stops radio and TV 
noises caused by motors, appliances, etc. 
Just plug radio or TV into filter, plug filter 
into wall, and buzz-free reception is guar- 
anteed. Only $1.00, including postage. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
If any item you order isn’t 100% satisfactory, let us know within 10 days ahd we’ll refund your 
money in full—no questions asked. We pay postage when you send full amount with order. 


BEATTY MANUFACTURING CO., Dept. MT-91, 3450 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 5, California 


BEATTY MFG. CO., Dept. MT-91, 3450 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 5, California 


Please rush me the items checked: 


() Battery Boosters ($3.95 
per pair 


(I enclose cash, check, or money order in full; you pay postage. 
(I enclose $1.00 dep. on each item; will pay post., COD charges. 


Year 








Make of car 
CJ Wind Silencer ( $2.98 pr.) Name..... 
Tic, 
i} Bye Vines (93.80 gs.) Address................ 


| 
I 
| 
I 
| (CJ See-All Mirror (1.49 ea. .) 
I 
1 
i 


O Radio-TV Filter ($1.00) 


State 





nn 
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by the MT Research Ste 


N A YEAR LIKE 1955—easily the most exciting, in tern 
of the number of completely new cars, that most of us 
remember—it’s unusually tough to pick out the cars that desef 
MOTOR TREND’S yearly awards. In proportion to its toughné 
the decision has been more absorbing for the MT Resea 
Staff. The winners have emerged with considerable clarity tk 
the flurry of winding up our 20,000-mile ’55 road test prog 
(completed in this issue with the tests of the Studebaker Chi 
pion and Packard 400). Where the ratings have had to be sub 
jective, there was little disagreement; a result the more remafi 
able, perhaps, because we’re all human (tho we have readers v 
occasionally say we're not!) and, naturally, we all have ot 
favorite cars. 

Let’s look backward a minute: In 1951, when we thought on 
car should establish itself as absolute king of the mountain 
Chrysler’s then-new V8 engine and its introduction of powe 
steering were the major factors earning it our Ist Car of th 
Year award. Next year, on the basis of all-around excellenc 
Cadillac carried off the prize, with the fine little F-head Will 
the runner-up. We gave no out-and-out award in ’53, rating th 
cars, instead, in each performance category but only within t 
own price class. Yet that proved an unexciting approach, devoi 
of the very competition that helps to make our cars what th 
are, and last year we switched to giving definite 1st places i 
the most important categories, almost exactly as we are doit 
here. Do you remember who won in ’54? The Newest Conce 
in Motoring went to the Nash (now American Motors) Metro 
politan; the "54 Ford was the best-handling and most roadabl 
car; we picked the Studebaker Starliner as the best-looking ca 
of all, and the smaller Buick as the handsomest 4-door sedan 
Studebaker Champion was easily the most economical full-sizet 
car, and the Metropolitan the most economical of all U.S. maké 
(it actually has no competition among domestic makes, and w 
have omitted the category this year); Cadillac 62 was th 
hottest all-around performer. 

Has the picture changed? Part of it has, and part of it hasn’ 
But as of now (with ’56s about to burst thru showroom cuf 
tains) these are Detroit’s best. 
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THE EASIEST CAR TO DRIVE—’55 Plymouth with Power Steering 


HIS IS A CATEGORY in which personal likes and dislikes 

will inevitably influence even the most objective approach. 
What may be a delightful seating position to one man can feel 
like an upholstered instrument of torture to another. 

Exactly what makes a car easy to drive? Ask 10 people, and 
you will probably get different reasons from each. It follows, 
then, that many things must be taken into consideration when 
deciding this question. 

We at MOTOR TREND, who drive and test almost all makes 
of cars, consider these the most important features to judge in 
this category: ease and natural feel of steering (along with the 
number of turns from lock to lock), steering-wheel-to-seat re- 
lationship, placement and operation of controls, forward and 
rearward vision, fender visibility for parking, smoothness of 
operation, and responsiveness in traffic. 

Our tally shows Plymouth to have the greatest number of 
these desirable features. The car is well designed, comfortable 
and docile. This is especially noteworthy in view of its obscurity 


last year, proving once again what can be done when you, the 
public, demand it. We are happy to include the 1955 Plymouth 
in our winners’ circle this year. 

In choosing the top car, we felt it necessary not to exclude 
cars with power assists in view of the universal acceptance of 
these accessories by the buying public. That a car having power 
steering was selected as winner indicates the usefulness of this 
type of equipment, when properly designed, in easing the driv- 
ing strain associated with our overcrowded cities and antiquated, 
ill-planned highways. 

Significantly, engineering research is now designing these 
power ass::ts as an integral part of an automobile rather than 
as so-called accessories. The car of the reasonably near future 
will probably be built with many types of highly perfected power 
assists as standard equipment. 

We're betting, then, on U.S. cars to continue to grow easier 
to drive, hence safer and more comfortable. Next year, we hope, 
the choice will be harder to make. 
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THE HOTTEST CAR— 
05 Cadillac 62 










per cent of the top car) is to 90.7. Then we added the figures. 7 

Out of a possible total of 700 points, Cadillac amassed 656.9, © 
even tho it did mot get 100 points in any of the categories. The © 
important point with this car, however, is the fact that it is 
consistently good thruout a// speed ranges; in all columns you'll 
note that it’s either 2nd or tied for 2nd (except for the 30-50 
speed, where it falls off). This is mighty consistent performance 
and Cadillac engineers are to be commended for providing it. 
An interesting sidelight is the Cadillac’s high fuel economy. 

The other cars that are bunched closely behind the Cadillac 
are the Oldsmobile Super 88, the Chrysler New Yorker, the ~ 
Buick Century and Roadmaster. The Olds seemed to be better = 
in low-speed acceleration, the Chrysler in mid- and high-speed 7 
acceleration, and the Century in mid-ranges. 

The formula for performance seems to be high horsepower 
working thru a rear-axle ratio that provides acceleration both 
i from a standstill and in the highway passing ranges without 

HE QUESTION OF SELECTING the hottest-performing necessarily upping the top speed. We can bear this out by com- 
car of 55 is tougher this year than it’s ever been. Among paring the performance of 4 of the ’55 cars that did not have 
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the top-performing cars there is not too much to choose from; basic engine changes over '54: Ford V8, Olds Super 88, Buick 
no one car stands head and shoulders above all others. And to Century, and Chrysler New Yorker. The average 0-60, 50-80, 
make the situation even more incongruous, the car that wound and top speed times for these cars were, respectively, 13.2 sec- ; 
up in the top slot, on a percentile basis, was not the fastest car onds, 17.6 seconds, and 103.1 mph. For ’55 they are 11.4 seconds } 
in each. of the 5. performance factors. (up 14 per cent), 13.2 seconds (up 25 per cent), and 105.1 
Here’s what we did to arrive at our conclusion that the hottest mph (up only 2 per cent). 
car of 55 among the 4-door sedans tested by MOTOR TREND Another factor that is quite apparent is that the spread be- 
(for the 2nd year in a row) is the Cadillac 62. tween the performance of low-priced cars and high-priced cars 
To the Ist car in each acceleration factor and in top speed is becoming increasingly less. So is the spread in economy, mostly Be 
we assigned a value of 100. The value given to the 2nd car due to the high-priced cars making great strides in engine effi- : 
(and all succeeding ones) was determined by proportion; for ciency. As one member of our staff said, “That’s as it should be. = 
example, in the 0-60 mph acceleration column Cadillac’s time Size and price are also becoming less spread out between the top- bd 


of 10.0 seconds is to Chrysler’s time of 10.8 what 98.0 (98 and bottom-priced cars.” 
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THE MOST ECONOMICAL FULL-SIZED CAR—'55 Studebaker Champion 


FTER CHECKING service and maintenance costs of other 

popular-priced cars, we felt justified in once again basing 

this award on gasoline consumption alone. It is usually the largest 

single yearly expense and the continued gasoline price rise makes 
it even more important to economical operation. 

As in 1954, our fuel checks were based upon steady speeds 
of 30, 45, 60 and 75 mph over level roads. Our simulated traffic 
course gave us the average traffic consumption. We then aver- 
aged up these 5 figures for each car to compare all cars. 

The economy-minded motorist will find this car hard to beat. 
Average gasoline consumption was 1.1 miles per gallon better 
than any other car tested while the traffic average, which con- 
stitutes better than 75 per cent of all driving, averaged 2.5 
mpg more than the runner-up. Based on a yearly average of 
10,000 miles, this represents a saving of importance and firmly 
establishes the Champion in Ist place for a 2nd time. 

Fuel consumption, while continuing to be one of the most 
publicized factors in the industry, continues the downward trend 
that began with the horsepower race several years ago. As soon 
as Detroit settles down on this, engine engineers will lend their 
full talents to improving both engine efficiency and carburetion. 
Better gasoline will allow higher compression ratios and some 
form of injection or prevaporization will biing new economy. 





AL KIDD 
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THE NEWEST CONCEPT IN MOTORING—’55 Packard and Clipper Custom 


OT SINCE the introduction of “knee action” springing in 
1934 has there been a really new approach to production 
tomotive suspensions until this year, when Packard departed 
from convention by adopting the “torsion-level” ride. Unlike 
host former concepts of suspension design, this unique principle 
of American rather than European origin. True, Packard 
tilizes longitudinal torsion bars, which have been used exten- 
lively in Europe for a number of years, but with its ingenious 
Use of torque arms, the road shock now transfers from wheel to 
wheel rather than from wheel to frame. This results in a ride 
that is amazingly stable, and free from the pitch, roll, and jounce 
usually associated with conventional suspension systems. 
While this in itself should have tremendous influence on 
ture automotive suspension designs, Packard has taken another 
ep forward by incorporating in this new suspension another 


much-needed feature called a “levelizer” or compensator. Re- 
gardless of change in passenger or luggage load, this electrically 
powered device automatically keeps the car in a level attitude. 
Aside from greater riding comfort, it adds an immeasurable 
amount of safety to night driving by keeping the headlight beams 
positioned properly. No longer will excessive loads angle head- 
lights into oncoming drivers’ eyes. 

The whole concept of this suspension system is so radical a 
departure from established techniques that its final approval 
for production could be one of the most important steps made 
by an automobile manufacturer in recent years. The courage 
shown by Packard in breaking the suspension system stalemate 
will undoubtedly bring safer, more roadable domestic cars to 
the motoring public in the near future. 

Hats off to Packard for the year’s newest concept in motoring! 
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THE BEST-HANDLING 







AND MOST m0 












acteristics but in the final analysis, they balance out in overall fis so 


handling ability. Di 

They both corner well without excessive body lean. When froad 

ERE IS a case of “duplicate awards in the event of a tie.” purposely made to break loose, they have ample power and fboth 
We know we'll start a rash of owner arguments on this steering response to bring them under control with little effort. [solid 

one, but to give a clean-cut Ist to either the Mercury or the Road irregularities have practically no effect on directional con- fan 
Chevrolet we would have to flip a coin. trol, giving excellent high-speed stability. De 
Why do we feel both cars should share zhis award? Because Brakes on both cars are good, with Chevrolet having a slight [payin 
they perform equally well. Each has certain outstanding char- edge. Crosswind has little effect on either of the 2 cars but fmark 
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2 ‘Ssden 1927 
3 1945 Fordomatic 2123 
4 1989 Overdrive 2093 
5 2os2 Powerflite 2260 
6 Overdrive 2098 
LOW-MEDIUM PRICE CLASS ($2001-$2500) 
7 Buick Special $2332 nahi _ $2525 
8 Dodge Custom Royal 2473 Pam 2651 
9. Mercury Custom 2277 Mere-O-Matic — 2467 
10 Oldsmobile Super 88 2503 Hydra-Matic 2683 
12 Studebaker President 2381 Automatic Drive ... 
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FOR THE TOP CARS IN 
ANOTHER CATEGORY, 
See Pages 42-43 


ROADABLE CARS—’55 Mercury and Chevrolet 


is somewhat less noticeable in the Mercury at higher speeds. 
Dirt or gravel roads produce no handling problems, nor do 
road shoulders or streetcar tracks. The front-end suspension of 
both cars has an inherent stability, making them reasonably 
solid under varying conditions. Neither is a sports car, but they 
(an give many sports cars a run for their money. 

Detroit’s recent efforts to improve roadability seem to be 
paying off. Today’s cars handle better! Their stability has shown 
arked improvement, especially in steering and cornering. 


That mushy feeling, so long associated with the American 
automobile, is gone. In its place is beginning to emerge a feeling 
of solid sureness, a willingness to be steered, not aimed. These 
are all heartening characteristics. Continued effort along this 
line by Detroit will eventually produce a car worthy of the 


manufacturers’ capabilities. 
And there you have it! TWO fine all-around performers, 


equally deserving of being chosen the best-handling and most 
roadable car of 1955! 
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Often overshadowed by the 810 and 812, the L-29 Cord is a classic in its own right (for better or worse! ) 


Classic Comments 


1at’s So Great About — |- 
the CLASSICS ? : 





Unusually graceful LeBaron body atop the nearly unmalignable Packard chassis 


Are they classic just because they were 
powerful for their day? How much of their 
fame was due only to advertising? What 
are some of the defects in the “greatest” 
classics? A puzzled anonymous reader gets 
his questions answered 


by Robert J. Goltlicb, Classic Car Editor 
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HERE ARE many things ab 

classics I don’t understand. Be 
you answer any questions, let me wi 
you that I will use any of your st 
ments I can to prove you are wro 
Is that agreeable to you? 

Yes! 

What, in your opinion, is the n 
important element in the definition 
a classic? j 

In 1953 I applied the following def 
tion to a classic: “A classic car is a disti 
tive car manufactured with quality materi 
and superb craftsmanship. It is a practid 
car, Outstanding in appearance, perfo 
ance, dependability and utilitarian v 
Tho exceptions do exist, it is usual 
large, powerful, open body, luxury car @ 
was manufactured from 1928 to 1§ 
and a model which was expensive 
price and produced in limited numbe 

At that time I merely placed most st 
on the element of appearance. The scé 
of classicism has changed greatly in 
past 2 years—even in the past 6 mon 
—and I firmly believe that the elem 
of distinction is the most important tod 
Two years ago, enthusiasts bought the b 
looking classics they could find. Tod 
there are many more restored classics th 
there were 2 years ago, and most of the 
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are beautiful. For the 1st time more pres- 
tige is going to a distinctive car than to a 
beautiful car. 

It isn’t cricket to pick your definition 
to pieces, but the Rolls-Royce was not 
a powerful automobile and is generally 
associated with being a slow car. I 
recall a statement you once made that 
every Rolls-Royce was a classic. 

J am not sure that my definition of 2 
years ago is the best definition today. That 
was one of the reasons for our July Classic 
Car Definition Contest. In the original 
definition I prefaced the requirements of 
power and an open body with a reservation 
that exceptions exist. Rolls-Royce is uni- 
versally thought of as the finest in motor- 
ing production. It achieved its status be- 
cause it was so quiet, so dependable and 
generally so regal in appearance. It is true 
that it is one of the slower cars referred 
to as classic, but it was and is so outstand- 
ing in other respects that many people con- 
sider it the ultimate. Let’s look at the prob- 
lem in another light: Can you name any 
automobile that is considered classic merely 
because it was a fast car? Also, what is a 
fast car? Do you mean high top speed 
or fast acceleration? 

I suppose you're right—I know of no 
car which is classic merely because of 
acceleration or unusually high top 
speed. But if a car has outstanding ac- 
celeration or top speed, would it not 
rate a higher score in this nebulous 
field of classicism? 








Every owner is justly proud of outstand- 
ing acceleration or high top speed. We 
have many sports cars and hot rods built 
primarily for these singular purposes. In 
the classic field a car is more desirable if it 
has outstanding acceleration in addition 
to the other attributes of a true classic, 
but experience has shown that in almost 
every case where a manufacturer built a fast, 
powerful automobile, the purchaser has 
suffered from a lack of dependability. That 
element of dependability disappears when 
highly stressed components enter the pic- 
ture. Mercedes-Benz and Duesenberg are 
2 well-known fast cars. They are both not- 
ed for acceleration and top speed. They are 
also noted for complicated timing, valve and 
carburetion problems. These massive, well- 
built engines require frequent expensive 
and complicated repairs if they are pushed. 
The situation is somewhat analogous to 
the constant tuning required on contem- 
porary Jaguars that are used for racing 
purposes. The problem differs only in 
respect to the cause (the modern Jaguar 
engines’ high rotational speed in comparti- 
son to the low rpm of the classic engines ). 
Speed alone has never made a car a classic. 
But a,classic has more appeal if it is fast. 

I khow you are partial to the Chrys- 
ler Imperials of the early 30s. How can 
you consider these cars classic when 
they are inexpensive production mod- 
els, slow and lumbering, and far from 
outstanding in appearance? I have also 
heard that Chrysler Imperials have de- 


Photos courtesy Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 
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ssics tha Ponderous boat-tail Duesenberg meets “distinction” criterion 
of the 


One of the last classic Chrysler Imperials, also by LeBaron 


COURTESY GEORGE A. MOFFITT 


fective transmissions and that an owner 
never knows how long the gears are 
going to last. 

In determining whether or not a car is 
a classic a comparison must be made of the 
performance of the car in relation to other 
products of the same era as well as to 
modern standards. When the Chrysler 
Imperial is compared to early-day products 
it is not slow and lumbering. Only a 
small handful of cars could outrun it. 
Naturally it would be considered slow if 
compared to today’s cars, but the early 
Cadillacs, Pierce-Arrows and even Mar- 
mons would lag far behind a 55 Oldsmo- 
bile, Chrysler or Thunderbird. 

You are partially correct in your as- 
sumptions. I do not think that the produc- 
tion Chrysler Imperials of the early 30s 
are classic, but I do think that the custom 
Imperials are classics. The custom Im- 
perials were much higher in price, were 
constructed more firmly, were far better 
looking, and even had an entirely different 
engine. The addition of these factors to a 
basically good car created classicism. 

All Chryslers were dependable cars. 
It is true that the 4-speed transmissions 
created many problems, but the factory 
replaced defective units free of charge. 
The replacement boxes were 3-speed af- 
fairs and gave very satisfactory service. The 
entire situation is simple: a defective unit 
was installed in the car. Such situations 
exist even today. Many modern-day man- 
ufacturers build cars with defective units 






King of them all? Rolls-Royce comes in for criticism here 





















Studebaker, oddly, meets almost any definition of a classic 
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J 
Classic Comments coninved 


which require replacement or overhaul 
within a short period. 

Don’t yeu think that some of this 
aura of impregnability surrounding 
classics is due to the original advertis- 
ing claims of classic-car manufacturers? 

Definitely yes! The advertising depart- 
ments of the early-day manufacturers cre- 

ted sales appeal in a manner entirely 
different from the advertising used today. 
Fabulous claims were made for the early- 
day cars. Altho many were untrue, the 
claims and slogans were accepted by the 
public. Even manufacturers of non-classics 
approached the advertising field in an 
unusual manner. In the mid-30s Pontiac 
advertised its engine, “Built to last 100,000 
miles.” Chevrolet advertised, “So good it 
{the engine} never wears out.” 

You say these claims were unfound- 
ed. Do you mean they were untrue? 

In many instances advertising claims 
were untrue and in many others subtle de- 
ceptions were practiced. In any event they 
added up to sales; this was necessary when 
there were 10 times as many manufac- 
turers in business as there are today. 

What do you mean by “subtle decep- 
tions were practiced”? 

I had reference to an early-day manu- 
facturer who mounted a cover on top of a 
standard L-head engine so that a viewer 
would believe the car had an overhead- 
valve engine. There were many other ex- 
amples. Stutz pushed its 32-valve engine 
because there was insufficient money in 
the treasury to manufacture a 12- or a 
16-cylinder engine. I imagine that these 
examples were considered good advertising 
and salesmanship. Weymann built many 
bodies out of cloth. They held up well and 
they looked good, but how would you like 
to be in a body built of cloth when it 
was clobbered by a Mack truck? 

Now you are getting to the crux of 
my view. There is another side to the 
theory that the classics are the greatest 
cars ever built. 

Very true. Almost every famous classic 
had defects which would not be tolerated 
by modern-day purchasers. Yet the cars 
had so many other remarkable attributes 
that classic-car owners tolerated the defects. 

Can you get more specific? I would 
like to purchase a classic and, naturally, 
want to be warned in advance of these 
defects you mention. 

The Cord front-wheel-drive cars de- 
veloped a minimum of trouble with proper 
maintenance; without proper maintenance 
an owner was in serious trouble. Frequent 
lubrication was necessary and so was con- 
stant inspection. Contemporary automobile 
purchasers are unwilling to devote the 
time necessary for normal maintenance. 
This is proved by the return of one-shot 
lubrication on modern cars, as pioneered 
by Lincoln and Mercury. I say “return” 
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because one-shot lubrication from the driv- 
er’s seat was frequently built into classics. 

The construction used in the engines of 
many classics required extreme care and 
precautions. Many manufacturers screwed, 
then wedged the cylinders into the blocks. 
Hispano-Suiza is an example. This was 
very satisfactory as long as the engine 
was operated under normal driving con- 
ditions. If the engine was overheated and 
run for an extended period, the block 
would expand, would break the seals, and 
water would pour from the block into the 
crankcase. There isn’t any satisfactory 
repair for a situation of this type. A 
clogged radiator, a broken water hose, or 
even a broken key on the water pump pro- 
peller shaft could ruin an engine in a 
matter of minutes. I suppose I could pick 
every classic built and point out the diffh- 
culties. If we assume that the Studebaker 
President is a classic we can point to the 
transmission as the troublesome spot. The 
fabulous Mercedes and Duesenberg required 
constant maintenance and were built in 
such a manner that maintenance was very 
difficult. It was extremely hard to reach 
components which required service. Mar- 
mon enthusiasts dislike to admit it, but 
many Marmons develop leaks in the 
rubber seals installed between cylinders 
and block. Bugattis and Isotta-Fraschinis 
have a nasty habit of leaking water into the 
crankcase. In many cases the cost of repair 
is prohibitive. 

I gather then that the classics could 
not compare to modern products. 

It depends on the light in which you 
view an automobile. Many believe that the 
classics far surpass modern products. Care- 
ful maintenance and a knowledge of a 
given car can overcome or forestall possi- 
ble breakdowns. Modern cars also require 
maintenance, tho of a different nature. 
Pushbutton windows, automatic transmis- 
sions and many other modern features 
must be regularly serviced to avoid ex- 
pensive repair bills. 

How can you consider the appear- 
ance of a classic to be the equal of any 
modern-day body? 

Appearance is and always will be a mat- 
ter of preference. I can understand how 
some people prefer the so-called stream- 
lined products of today to the functional 
design of the classic. To the majority of 
people the classic design is old, obsolete 
and outmoded. The ’55 Buick, De Soto, 
or Mercury is thought of as new, modern 
and streamlined. The public believes that 
the modern body shell is the most ad- 
vanced design that can be built. In short, 
the public is accustomed to modern design. 

What do you mean by “functional” 
classic design? 

Perhaps a better adjective would be 
“useful.” The bodies were built with a 
purpose in mind. The sports cars had com- 





partments for golf clubs and small ly 
gage. Limousines incorporated bars and of 
er refinements. The builders had a defini 
purpose in mind and the cars were bui 
to fulfill the purpose, yet the changes fro 
one model to another were slight. 

I can’t agree that classics were f 
tional. A casual glance shows that mud 
space was wasted, and when compare 
to a modern car there is no comparis¢ 
in passenger and luggage space. 

Before comparing space consider im 
portant mechanical differences. Classic 
generally had huge, large-displacemen 
engines and, except for a few V8, V-I] 
and V-16 designs, the engines were in 
line affairs. This required a long hood. 
modern engines are compact and small ip 
comparison. In the early 30s 17-, 19-, ani 
21-inch tires were not unusual. Most mod 
ern cars use a 15-inch wheel, and som 
’56s will be even smaller. Naturally, fende 
surface required to cover the smaller whe¢ 
is less. The classic-car builder got as fal 
as he did by eliminating overhang, which 
really serves no useful purpose. 

The classic and contemporary body style 
each have advantages and disadvantage 
Three can ride in the front seat of a ne 
Cadillac much more comfortably than in 
the front seat of a 1930 Cadillac. Cor 
sider, however, the amount of the bills in 
curred if a sideswipe occurs. A $20 repaif 
bill could conceivably repair a classi 
while $500 would not cover an identic 
accident to a modern car. Finally, the e 
ment of safety must be considered. Mam 
safety engineers bemoan the disappearang 
of the heavy frame rails and heavy rus 
ningboards used in the old days. 

I will admit that many classic body 
builders wasted space, lots of space. O 
the other hand, much space is wasted ip 
modern products. It is difficult to justi 
the use of pontoon fenders on early speed 
sters and ’36 and 37 Cords. It is also diffi 
cult to justify the loss of space resulting 
from a boat-tail. I have noticed, however 
the demure return of the pontoon or fendé 
bulge on many new cars. The Mercuty 
and Lincoln are good examples. 

Was the use of inlaid wood and oth 
“niceties” the primary reason that cla 
sics were so expensive? 

Not necessarily. The niceties all added 
to cost, naturally. But classic bodybuilder 
went overboard in another direction. They 
built components to last hundreds of years 
Doors and hoods would far outlast thd 
life of the car. Present-day manufacturer 
have discovered that a door or a hood cai 
be built of thin metal and that there ij 
nothing to wear it out. But the practic 
of cutting costs and cheapening construc 
tion has reached a point where car manu 
facturers have had to brace doors, hoody 
and other parts of the body to avoid sefi 
ous vibration resulting in cracked metal] 






































































































If there were a class among the 


Will the classics ever come back? 
Will any cars built today be classics? 

In order for classics to come back, 3 
things will have to occur: (a) Present-day 
merchandising methods will have to 
change. Manufacturers have designed their 
products so that an automobile can well 
be replaced 3 years after its purchase. Dur- 
ing the 3-year period the car depreciates 
almost fully. It’s constructed so that with 
normal use it is not economical to repair, 
and because of 3-year intervals in body 
styling changes, it’s obsolete in appear- 
ance. (b) Economic conditions must 
change so that purchasers have the ability 
and are willing to pay 4 or 5 times the 
price of the average car. (c) There must 
be a concurrent return of desire and ability 
on the part of manufacturers to create 
superior products from superior materials. 
Classics must be distinctive and out of the 
ordinary, hence the production lines will 
play but a small part in their creation. 


Drawing by N. K. Niemi 


Most likely none of the American cars 
built today will be considered classic in 
the future. This statement will definitely 
be true if cars progress from a mechanical 
design and engineering standpoint in suc- 
ceeding years; and we have every reason to 
believe that they will. Assume, however, 
that design, performance and construction 
deteriorate in the immediate future. If 
this happens, 1957 and 1958 cars, as an 
example, would be inferior to the 1955 
models. By 1975 the 1955 cars would be 
considered superior and advanced for their 
time, hence they could become classics. 

Never before in automotive history has 
there been a time like the present when 
automobiles are so alike in design and 
construction. Basic body shells and/or de- 
signs are used by every major manufac- 
turer, and modifications in the form of 
fenders and trim create the greatest differ- 
ence between other cars and the best. If 
classics are prestige cars, we must examine 


556, would cl look like this ? 


the Cadillac, Chrysler, Lincoln and Pack- 
ard. Similarities with less expensive lines 
are immediately apparent. Of course, the 
prestige cars accelerate a little faster, have 
a higher top speed, and are larger than the 
low-priced cars. 

Some of the Fiberglas and custom-built 
cars manufactured today may be considered 
special interest cars in the future, but they 
too lack a majority of the elements found 
in a true classic. In Europe many cars are 
presently being built which, with the pas- 
sage of time, may be considered classic. 
Time alone will tell the final answer, but it 
is almost a certainty that certain classics 
of yesterday still in production in Europe 
today will not be on the approved list. 

Unfortunately, a few of the old estab- 
lished European manufacturers are relying 
on past performances and achievements. 
Insufficient mechanical and design ad- 
vances will relegate their present products 
far into the background. 
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by Jim Lodge 


Photos by Joe Moore 


ISCUSSING PACKARD as a prestige 

car, we're often inclined to dismiss 
the newness of the 55 and think only of 
this top model in the light of Dietrich 12s. 
The 55 Packard is something really differ- 
ent in the high-price class, so let’s forget 
the cormorants perched atop long, high 
hoods, and take a look at the things MT 
learned about this new Packard. 


Test car: Packard 400 hardtop, Ultra- 
matic (standard equipment), optional 
power steering, power brakes, pushbutton 
windows and seat, radio, heater. 


Engine: Differs from 245-hp Clipper Cus- 
tom engine described in June MT only in 
exhaust system. Packard's system, optional 
on Clipper Custom, is true dual system 
(no crossover pipe). Uses same 4-barrel 
Rochester carburetor, Clipper’s hydraulic 
valve setup, 8.5 to 1 compression ratio for 
260 horsepower. 


Other options: All conceivable extras, in- 
cluding air conditioning. Engine option 
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Past dignity forgotten, Packard 
offers a colorful package 
to luxury buyers 







limited to buying another model—superb 
“limited edition” Caribbean convertible 
with 275 horsepower. 

While smaller than ’54’s 359-cubic-inch 
straight 8 in displacement, lighter by 
54 pounds (64 counting radiators), and 
8 inches shorter, 352-cubic-inch short- 
stroke V8 has 22 per cent more horse- 
power, 7 per cent greater torque, 25 per 
cent more valve head area, 29 per cent 
decrease in friction-horsepower loss. Ac- 
cording to Packard, this V8 is “. . . poten- 
tially capable of being enlarged beyond the 
displacement obtainable with any other 
1955 automotive engine, indicating ex- 
tremely conservative design in anticipation 
of possible future requirements for still 
greater power and torque.” 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE TO DRIVE 


Driving position: As comfortable as any 
car tested this year. Except for pulled-on 
emergency brake being in way when get- 
ting in or out, plenty of room to move 
around. Wheel position good, slightly 
higher than in Clipper due to lower seat. 





Handsome Packard 400 blends well with 
any setting, denotes class, quality in a 
way different from long-hooded models 


Controls handy, well marked, easy to use 
with no need to stretch. 


Vision: Top-notch forward vision over 
low hood; high fenderline. No windshield 
distortion thru normal line-of-sight area. 
If possible, dictate to dealer proper posi- 
tioning of outside mirror if you’re buying 
a Packard (or any other car). We've seen 
many different installations of Packard's 
glamorous side mirrors, some very good, 
some extra-bad. 


Ease of handling: As flexible as smaller 
(by 3% inches overall) Clipper in town, 
on curving roads, on the open highway. 
Good all-around vision helps here, as does 
Packard’s linkage-type power steering (just 
over 334 turns lock to lock), which main- 
tains nearly constant feel, or resistance. 


Acceleration: Good in all ranges, won't 
give you that “sitting duck” feeling out 
in the passing lane. Ultramatic’s 2-position 
DRIVE setup offers smoothness or accelera- 
tion—but rarely both at low speeds. In 
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Mower of 2 ranges (right-hand dot on 
quadrant), you'll gain 114 seconds in 
anding 14-mile, 114-mph boost in speed 
, Nerossing the line. To 60, you'll have 3- 

ond advantage. Having kickdown to 
»O 









ow gear in this range moves you from 
10 to 30 mph 1% seconds faster than 
jn smoother DRIVE range, which has kick- 
down only to torque converter from di- 
rect-drive hookup. 









Braking: Preliminary tests showed brak- 
fing ability equal to lighter (by 440 
pounds ) Clipper Custom. Packard's brakes 
Juctant to lock at instant pedal was hit 
a nice feature when, as in this case, car 
somes to rapid, non-skid halt. Packard 
thas larger drums, larger lining segments 
‘than Clipper series. 








Roadability: Surprisingly good; often felt 
like true stiffly sprung car, never slip- 
shod during MT’s tests. More rear- 
wheel hop over washboard roads than 
Clipper Custom. Fine high-speed car. 
Stable, sensitive to touch on _ steering 
wheel at cruising speeds, no wind wander. 








Ride: Don’t let that mass of bars and links 
on the chassis displayed at your dealer’s 
showroom be misconstrued as rugged in 





ride as well as construction. It’s solid all 
right, but those “trapeze bars” can float you 
thru severest of dips with greatest of ease. 
Initial lunge common to all cars com- 
ing out of dip or over bump is followe 
I with J by eerie sensation of not coming back to 
- in @ flearth with jarring rebound. Packard 
vodels ¥ "hangs up” (actually, rear wheels brace 
themselves downward after front has 
lifted ), comes down softly, with no oscil- 
lation. Smooth, strange, refreshing reaction 
unique with Packard, T-bar Clippers. 
WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE TO 
to use LIVE WITH 
Riding in the front seat: Roomy, com- 
over | ortable seats, plenty of legroom. Dash- 
shield board deep, wide, handsome, but can be 
> area. 
- posi- 
yuying 
e seen 
kard’s 
good, 
maller 
town, 
shway. 
s does | REAR-WHEEL HORSEPOWER 
Ft (Determined on Palmini Engineering’s Clayton 
(just chassis dynamometer. All tests are made 
main- under full load, which is similar to climbing 
chill at full throttle. Observed hp figures not 
tance. corrected to standard atmospheric conditions.) 
103 road hp rpm 
147 road hp 2500 rpm 
won't Max. 158 road hp @ 3200 rpm 
g out 
sition |Top SPEED 
elera- (In miles per hour over surveyed 14-mile.) 
Fastest l-way run 111.0 
ds. In Slowest I-way run 109.3 
Average of 4runs = 110.1 








uncomfortably near knees with seat in for- 
ward position. 


Riding in the rear seat: Nothing drab 
here; luxurious hardtop test car quite 
spacious for 2-door model, denoted qual- 
ity, livability. (Figures in General Spe- 
cification table are for 4-door sedan.) 
In back, more than in front, you realize 
advantage of level ride, for effect is great- 
er when you're not looking for bumps. 


ECONOMY AND EASE OF 
MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: Ultramatic can serve you 
well if you choose correct axle option 
for your needs. Choices are 3.07, 3.23, 
3.54. Test car’s 3.23 fared well, consid- 
ering powerhouse up front. Higher 3.07 
(lower-ratio) gear should do even bet- 
ter, won’t cause lugging feeling with larg- 
est-displacement 55 V8 backing it up. 


Is the car well put together? We can 
answer that question with some authority. 
Test car’s noticeable file marks around 
headlight, tail light “eyelids,” and around 
door posts led to survey of many other 
Packards at showrooms, parked along 
street. Others were well finished, had bet- 
ter paint jobs, indicating ours was early 
production model, or just poorly detailed. 
Interiors of all cars checked looked good. 


How did it hold up? Everything worked 
right, felt, looked as if it would hold to- 
gether for a long time to come. Good 
shape at end of trying test. 


Servicing: Falls about mid-range in acces- 
sibility ratings of 55 V8s. Service station 
attendants said only, “Which one’s crank- 
case and which one’s transmission dip- 
stick?” (Packard’s 2 dipsticks fairly close 
together.) Engine’s design features, in- 
cluding engineered compensation for car- 
bon buildup problems and longer-range 
problems like piston slap, cylinder scoring, 
indicate long engine life. 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 


‘55 Packard 400 with Ultraomatic 


ACCELERATION 

(In seconds; checked with 5th wheel and 
electric speedometer.) 

Standing start V4-mile (76.3 mph) 18.6 

0-30 mph a3 


p 
10-30 mph 3.0 
30-50 mph 4. 

50-80 mph 13. 


On 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
(Checked with 5th wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 


Car speedometer read 33 @ true 30 mph 
D true 45 mph 

68 @ true 60 mph 

82 @ true 75 mph 

120 @ top speed 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 








ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 4.0 in. Stroke 3.5 in. Stroke/ 
bore ratio 0.875. Compression ratio 8.5:1. Displace- 
ment 352 cu. in. Advertised bhp 260 @ 4600 = 
Bhp per cu. in. 0.74. Piston travel @ max. bhp 
2683 ft. per min. Max. bmep 152.1 psi. Max. torque 
355 Ibs.-ft. @ 2400-2800 rpm. 





DRIVE SYSTEM: AUTOMATIC transmission is Ultra- 
matic, 4-element torque converter with planetary 
gears and direct drive above 15-55 mph, depend- 
ing on throttle position. RATIOS: Drive, torque 
converter only and 1.00 (direct drive) or, at sepa- 
rate quadrant position, 1.82 x converter ratio, 
torque converter only and 1.00. Low, 1.82 x con- 
verter ratio. Reverse 1.63 x converter ratio. Maxi- 
mum, converter ratio at stall 2.9. Other transmis- 
sions not available. 








REAR-AXLE RATIOS: 
3.07, 3.28 optional. 


Ultramatic, 3.54 standard, 






DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 127 in. Tread 60 in. front, 
60.9 in. rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.10:1. Overall 
width 78 in. Overall length 218.5 in. Overall 
height 62.3 in. Turning diameter 45 ft. (43 with 
power steering). Turns lock to lock 434 (3% with 
power steering). Test car weight 4660 Ibs. Test car 
weight/bhp ratio 17.9:1. Weight distribution 54% 
front, 46% rear. Tire size 8.00 x 15. 









PRICES: Patrician 4-door sedan $4040, 400 hard- 
top $4080, Caribbean convertible $5932. 







ACCESSORIES: Radios $109, $132, heater $128, pow- 
er steering $115, power brakes $40, power seat 
$70, power windows $108, air conditioning $652. 



















































Side-mounted courtesy light proves real- 
ly worthwhile, stays on (with less glare) 
as “running light” with headlights on 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
meter, 5th wheel, and electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Special used.) 


Steady 30 mph 18.4 

Steady 45 mph 16.3 

Steady 60 mph 14.6 

Steady 75 mph 12.5 
Stop-and-go driving 

over measured course 11.3 

Tank average for 688 miles 10.5 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically 
actuated detonator.) 

30 mph 44 


45 mph 89 
60 mph 151 
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Py Fi 
MT RESEARCH road test 


ERENNIAL WINNER of the Mo- 

bilgas Economy Run, Studebaker’s 
greatest claim to fame is the exceptional 
mileage it can squeeze from a gallon of 
gasoline. We found out what the new 
President could do (Dec. "54 MT), and 
by now everyone knows that a Com- 
mander V8 using Automatic Drive (with 
its economical direct-drive lockup) won 
the Mobilgas Economy Run. Altho the 
Champion remains basically the same car 
that MT tested in '53, 2 varied factors 
called for a re-evaluation. First, Studebaker 
has modified the Champ’s 6-cylinder en- 
gine to produce more horsepower than last 
year’s 85. Secondly, the "53 test car was 
super-tuned for the Economy Run and 
therefore chalked up exceptional gas con- 
sumption figures. So we set out with a '55 
Champion mainly to discover what effect 
16 added horses would have on the fuel 
economy of a car with normal factory 
tuning. At the same time we kept our eyes 
open for the little things that MT readers 
(old and new) would want to know. 
Here’s what we found. 
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Test car: 4-door Champion Regal with 
overdrive, radio, heater, hill holder. 


Engine: Newly modified Studebaker Vic- 
tory 6 with more displacement (185.6 
cubic inches), resulting in a horsepower 
jump from 85 in ’54 to a new-found 101. 
The larger displacement comes from a 
longer (4.38-inch) stroke (4.0 in '54). 
Compression ratio is up from 7.0 to 7.5. 


Other options: Automatic Drive, power 
steering, brakes, and windows available 
on Champion; no air conditioning. For 
the acceleration-minded person, most im- 
portant option could be jumping to Com- 
mander V8 (with a price almost identical 
to most expensive Champion ). 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE TO DRIVE 


Exit and entry: As in past years, sharp 
rearward slant at top of front doors is 
impractical; one just doesn’t expect added 
sweep when opening door; it can easily hit 
you in the face or chest. No trouble from 
steering column or posts of modestly 
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Capable of clipping off 33 miles on a gal- 
lon of gas, Champion’s filling station 
stops are infrequent, easy on pocketbook 


by Al Kidd 


wrapped windshield on the test sedan, Nog 
despite its lowness. 


Driving position: Low, and steering wheel 
quite high. Pedals on conventional-trans- 
mission Stude still way over to left and 
small—trather awkward for braking until 
you get used to it. Shift lever is too short, 
making it necessary to reach around wheel. 


Vision: Excellent vision thru deep wind- 
shield (with 187 square inches more area 
than '54s) and over sharply sloping hood. 
Very good see-ability thru large reat 
window (altho rear fenders are not vis- 
ible from driver’s seat). Mirror vibrates 


at high speeds, causing blur; outboard mir- fil oat 


ror placed close to driver helps to make 
up for it. Grouping and marking of in- 
struments is fine but glare from surround- 
ing chrome makes them difficult to read 
on a bright day; no trouble at night. 


Operation of accessories: Window cranks 
work easily (but require many turns) 
and, along with doorhandles, have uncom- 
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bly sharp contours. Control knobs 
well placed and recessed under top of 
rluttered dash but were flimsily at- 
d on test car and came off with 
derate pull. 


» of handling: Very easy to steer from 
but complete standstill. Even without 
¢ steering (you shouldn’t need it) 

no fight to get into small parking place. 
in notoriously twisting and narrow drive- 
y, the Champion backed down easiest 
fany car tested, thanks to good visibility, 
ming radius, small size. In parking, as 
as on grades, clutch-controlled hill 
der (optional on Champions) is great 
fand well worthwhile. 


peeleration: Perfectly adequate for city 
ving, Champion’s relatively low pow- 
f could be serious stumbling block on 
ffic-studded highways. After flooring 
fcelerator at start of 50-80 runs this 
, we dropped into overdrive at about 
) mph (to get more torque from the 
t-revved engine) and were able to 
age 36.6 seconds. This represents a 
second improvement over 54 average 
it’s an awkward method in a tight 
and at least 10 seconds more will be 
ired if you don’t use shift to over- 
ive. Average time for 30-50 range is 
now 8.8 seconds (10.0 in ’54). Even so, 
in high-speed passing with the Champion 
you'll want to use particular prudence, get 
p to a good speed before passing, allow 
Dlenty of leeway for oncomers. 











n a gal- ; 
station Pking: We didn’t test brakes this year 
etbook pine all factors remain same as in '54’s 
t stopper. Quick stops on highway and 
fter acceleration runs left no doubt that 
pion stops just as fast and straight 
it always has (’54 figures given in 
companying table). 
sedan, Poadability: Studebaker has been, and 
till is, a fine road car. Most outstand- 
ng feature is very accurate steering that 
; wheel Puts car just where you point it with no 
l-trans- 
ft and 
g until 
» short, 
wheel. 
wind- 
re area 
. hood. 
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-WHEEL HORSEPOWER 


rmined on Clayton chassis dynamometer. 
Mil tests are made under full load, which is 
ilar to climbing a hill at full throttle. 
rved hp figures not corrected to standard 


ibrates 
d mir- 
make 


of in- Pimospheric conditions.) 

- 26 road hp 1200 rpm and 21 mph 
round 40 road hp 2000 rpm and 35 mph 
> read 46 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 44 mph 
ht. Max. 51 road hp 3050 rpm and 53 mph 


ks SPEED 

cram miles per hour over. surveyed '/-mile.) 

turns ) foam t-woy run 05.8 
* lowest I-way run v 

acom Average of 4runs 85.4 





front-end hesitation. At the Champion’s 
normally conservative speeds it’s pretty 
tough to make back end break loose, but 
if it does, some trouble could result from 
inadequate power to pull you out of bad 
slide. If surface is rough, rear will hop 
decidedly during rapid cornering. Your 
salvation, again, is excellent feel thru 
steering which should keep you too well 
informed to get into trouble. 


Ride: While comfortable enough for all 
but the finicky, ride has pretty much 
yielded to roadability. Body shakes notice- 
ably on bumps and tar strips, and highly 
crowned roads can also cause discomfort. In 
general you feel road, but it’s a firm feel- 
ing more than harsh one. Very little body 
lean, so in sharp cornering passengers 
don’t tend to slide around. 


ECONOMY AND EASE OF 
MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: Even with its added horse- 
power, Champion easily upholds Stude- 
baker’s economy tradition. Naturally it 
doesn’t match figures recorded by 53 Econ- 
omy Run car but, all considered, differ- 
ence is slight: Champ still gets an amazing 
33.1 miles per gallon at a steady 30 mph 
and 21.7 at a comfortable 60-mph cruis- 
ing speed. In traffic, where it’s particularly 
at home (and where big -V8s_ usually 
suffer), the 6 (using overdrive as much 
as possible) gets a calorie-counting 19.4 
mpg. Even in conventional drive you can 
get 25.9 mpg at a steady 30 and 21.5 at 
45 mph, this with Mobilgas Regular used 
thruout test. As in past, Champion owner 
won't be his filling station operator’s best 
account, but driver’s monthly gas budget 
will shout for joy. 


Is the car well put together? Workman- 
ship thruout Studebaker line has steadily 
improved since new models appeared in 
53. All fits on test car looked good, out- 
side and in, with no sloppiness, file marks, 
or poor finish noted. It appears, tho, 
that some materials used are less than 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds, checked with 5th wheel and 
electric speedometer.) 


Standing start Y4-mile (62.5 mph) 22.0 
0-30 mph 5.7 

0-60 mph 20.6 

10-30 mph 49 

30-50 mph 8.8 

50-80 mph 36.6 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 


(Checked with 5th wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 

Car speedometer read 34 @ true 30 mph 

52 true 45 mph 

69 true 60 mph 

84 true 75 mph 

@ top speed 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: L-head 6. Bore 3.0 in. Stroke 4.38 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 1.456:1. Compression ratio 7.5:1. 
Displacement 185.6 cu. in. Advertised bhp 101 
4000 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. .544. Piston travel 
max. bhp 2917 ft. per min. Max. bmep 123.4 psi. 
Max. torque 152 Ibs.-ft. @ 1800 rpm. 
DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is 3-speed 
synchromesh using helical gears. RATIOS: Ist 2.60, 
2nd 1.63, 3rd 1.0, reverse 3.53. AUTOMATIC trans- 
mission is 3-element torque converter with planetary 
gears. Maximum converter ratio at stall 2.15. 
RATIOS: Drive 2.31 x converter ratio, 1.43 x con- 
verter ratio, 1.0 (direct drive). Low 2.31 x converter 
ratio; ve 2.0 x converter ratio. OVERDRIVE 
t d shift with planetary gear- 
sot RATIO: 07. 
REAR-AXLE RATIOS: S d 3.54, 
Overdrive 4.56. 
DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 116.5 in. Tread 56.7 
front, 55.7 rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.08:1. 
Overall width 69.5 in. Overall length 202.3 in. 
Overall height (empty) 61.8 in. Turning diameter 
41 ft. Turns lock to lock 4.3. Test car weight 
3080 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp ratio 30.5:1. Weight 
distribution 55% front, 45% rear. Tires 6.40 x 15. 
PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) CUSTOM 2-door sedan 
$1741, 4-door sedan $1783. DELUXE 2-door sedan 
$1841, 4-door sedan $1885, club coupe $1875, 
2-door station wagon $2141. REGAL 4-door sedan 
$1993, club coupe $1975, hardtop $2129, 2-door 
station wagons $2141 and $2312. 
ACCESSORIES: Automatic Drive $200, overdrive 
$105, radios $74 and $97, heater $66, power 
steering $108, power brakes $35 
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highest quality. Car held up well during 
test—no squeaks, running-gear noises or 
malfunctions. 


Servicing: As you’d expect, Stude’s small- 
ish 6 is easier to work on than any V8, 
Plugs and all other major components 
are right there waiting to be looked after. 
Unusual, tho, is poorly placed oil dipstick 
which is difficult to maneuver from either 
side of car. You'll have a hard time finding 
a cheaper car to operate and maintain. 


SUMMING UP 


Fuel economy is the big selling point, 
and it can only be called superb. Altho 
it still has some inconveniences, the 
Champion is an excellent in-town car and 
has a good feel on the open road as long 
as you don’t care about passing everything 
in sight. If you're not a_traffic-light 
dragster and if you like economy (who 
doesn’t? ), your Champion could easily be 
this Studebaker. 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 


‘55 Studebaker Champion with Overdrive 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
meter, 5th wheel, and electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Regular used.) 
o.d. conv. 
Steady 30 mph 33.1 25.9 
Steady 45 mph 25.6 21.8 
Steady 60 mph 21.7 
Steady 75 mph 17.7 
Stop-and-go driving 
over measured course 
Tank average for 460 miles 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically 
actuated detonator.) 

30 mph 38 


45 mph 87 
60 mph 150 
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by Jim Potter 


OT TOO LONG AGO, terms like hi-fi, “canned” music, 
AM-FM, and “ham” operators were strictly for select music 
lovers, electronic wizards, and perfectionists in the radio equip- 


ment and broadcasting industries. 


Then they became more commonplace during our progressive, 
postwar period, and some of the strangeness wore off. Still, it 
remained an oddity to see a short-wave handset hanging from the 
dashboard of a privately owned automobile, and only lavish show 
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No longer content with squawky low-fidelity 
radios, ingenious motorists are exploring 
these trends in modern listening 


When static goes, you may like your old radio 





An inexpensive step to more listening en- 
joyment: do-it-yourself rear-seat speaker 


RACKING DOWN THE CAUSE of 

radio static can be as exasperating as 
trying to get rid of a chronic engine misfire 
using only the hit-and-miss method of 
analysis. Aside from an ailment within the 
set itself, a crackling speaker can have as 
its trouble source ignition system and en- 
gine noise disturbances, tire and wheel stat- 
ic, and inherent noises within the body of 
the car. External noises—man-made static 
—such as streetcars, power lines, and neon 
signs are warm shelters for the gremlins 


You shall 
have music 
wherever 
you go 


32 MOTOR TREND/SEPTEMBER 1955 


that “bug” car radio reception. But before 
you shut off the radio because you can 
only get station STATIC, read over these 
tips for better listening. 

Ignition and engine noise static can be 
curbed by installing resistor-type wiring 
from coil to distributor to plugs; many 
new cars are using this built-in noise sup- 
pression, and old ones benefit too. 

Replacing faulty ignition system sup- 
pressors presently on your car can help, 
and shielding sparkplugs and wiring can 
reduce noise. A bad sparkplug can -make 
itself heard thru your radio; if necessary, 
try a plug with a built-in resistor. 

Proper grounding of the radio itself as 
well as the antenna (which may also be 
moved to the rear of the car, away from 
ignition-engine disturbances) may be the 
solution to your problems. Some installa- 
tions benefit from ground straps trailing 
from the chassis. 

Rhythmic static, increasing with car 
speed, usually indicates tire and wheel 
static—an electrical buildup in tires. Com- 
pounds like Static Neutralizer, Static-Chas- 
er and Wheel Static Compound, injected 









































cars had tape recorders flanked by an array of dials and switche 
But now it’s open season on mobile listening enjoyment, ang " 
everyone can get in on the fun—starting with getting 
reception out of your buzzing, non-pushbutton radio or that si 
nal-seeking job that rasps like a gramaphone, and working y | 
way up to a custom radio-tape-recorder installation or a tra 
mitter-receiver designed for cross-country chatter. Here are 
of the possibilities that may make sense for your car. by 





into each tire, can usually alleviate thi da 
source of bothersome static. High-squeg yo 
noise caused by poor wheel beari 
grounds (which result in an arc-over com qu 
dition between wheel and axle) can & ite 
lessened by having your radio shop insta pr 
wheel static collectors in the front wheel sig 

External radio interference (technica 
ly termed “extreme radiation interfe 
ence”) poses a bigger problem. But it's ,,. 
problem which seemingly has been solvq W 
by the “No-tenna” system devised by } 
Davis Radio, of Los Angeles. I 

The “No-tenna” utilizes the body | 
the car for an aerial, eliminating the neq me: 
for the standard antenna. Altho it’s 0 eys 
yet available, we mention it here because § er ; 
an impressive demonstration witnessed ® con 
cently: switching back and forth from} cg; 
standard aerial-type signal to the “N@ mar 
tenna,” we experienced nearly static-ft§ the 
reception, regardless of nearby disturbaneq cor: 
when the new device was cut into the i 
cuit. We feel that the device may defe 
external noise and result in better rad 
reception in your car of the near future, 
well as cleaning up che exterior. 
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d switch For custom-quality output, try an 8-inch 
yment, ang "ear speaker like this $29.50 Altec model 
ting be 
- that Si TF YOU HAVE an EM (frequency mod- 
rking y ulation ) radio in your home, you're al- 
or a tram eady familiar with the joys of listening 
€ are SOmd +» good, static-free music rarely interrupted 
by announcements and commercials. By 
adding an FM tuner to your present car 
radio setup you can have this kind of 
pleasure while driving. Two commercial 
units that we know of—the Hastings and 
the Gonset—can be installed below the 
eviate thi dashboard, operating in conjunction with 
ligh-sque@ your car radio. 





1 bearing’ For those who have the desire for top 
>-Over of quality tone, true high-fidelity sound (lim- 
e) can & ited, of course, by the physical acoustical 
hop insti problems inherent in a car’s interior de- 


Trade your commercials 
for true tone 





Hi-fi sound can be had with Hastings 
amplifier. Range is 20 to 20,000 cycles 


amplifier, and one or more speakers of your 
choice. A Hastings unit—8 watts, 114 dec- 
ibels from 20 to 20,000 cycles—costs 
$63.50, and like the FM tuner, is used 
with your AM radio. 

Using this amplifier and the FM tuner, 
you'll need a separate FM antenna. One 
made by Hastings costs $5.50; it’s de- 
signed to provide balanced electrostatic 
and electromagnetic pickup. Unlike your 
standard radio aerial, this type consists of 
a circuit imbedded in a special thin, trans- 
parent strip of plastic, and it’s mounted on 
the edge of the windshield, rear window, 
or on a side window. 

The heights of high-quality radio recep- 
tion are limited only by ambitions and/or 


music of your own choosing from your 
stock of pre-recorded tapes. 


»nt wheel sign) may be had with the addition of an 
(technica 
1 interfe 
_ But it's _ . 
een solu Why not pick the music you want? 
ised by 4 
F FM RADIO doesn’t interest you, you 
> body can still be free from the incessant com- 
g the ne@ mercials and product-plugging disc jock- 


10 it's Meys by installing a tape recorder. A record- 
because @ er can be a portable setup, coupled thru a 
tnessed # converter and plugged into your car's 
th from} cigarette lighter socket, or it can be per- 
the “N§@manently installed and wired right into 
static-ff§ the battery source. The beauty of a re- 
sturbancq corder is, of course, in being able to select 
ito the ci 
nay defe 
etter ra 
r future, 











Portable tape recorder is useful for busi- 
ness, pleasure, can take rough handling 


It isn’t necessary to strap down a port- 
able recorder; we’ve checked them out and 
found that they have the ability to take 
dips and bumps in the road without miss- 
ing a beat. 

Some music lovers have mounted the 
compact RCA 45-rpm record player in 
shock-mounted armrests, in glove com- 





RCA’s minute 45-rpm record changer 
may fit into your glove compartment 








Compact FM tuner for high-fidelity ra- 
dio gives static-free reception for $99.50 








FM car radio uses this antenna. Encased 
in plastic, unit mounts on car window 


bankroll. If you’ve ever ventured into 
projects as simple as building a crystal- 
type radio receiver, you might look into 
inexpensive, do-it-yourself FM tuner-am- 
plifier kits such as those produced by the 
Heath Co., Benton Harbor; Mich. 


partments, or in special drawers or shelves 
beneath the dashboard. The short tone arm 
on this machine with its good compliance, 
tracks the stylus well—unless you hit a 
rim-denting bump. 

The larger record changers are more 
critical to car movement and haven’t been 
too successful in mobile installations. It’s 
the tape or wire recorder’s resistance to 
shock that makes it the popular choice. 


ROBERT LEE BEHME 


Wire or tape recorders aren’t limited to 
customs, may be seen in Detroit cars 


MOTOR: TREND/SEPTEMBER 1955 33 















Ce a ee 





BOB D'OLIVO 





If you want to look, too 


LTHO entirely feasible in both theory 

and application, mobile television re- 
ception is limited now largely because few 
people have exploited its possibilities. 
Even those on the outside looking in rec- 
ognize ignition interference as a major 
problem (TV is more susceptible to this 
than is radio); the set will need an all- 
directional antenna installation—perhaps 
one with a homing device to keep the pic- 
ture from disappearing every time you turn 
a corner. The intricacies of television trans- 
mitting and receiving call for a converter 
or generator to produce exactly 60 cycles 
to keep your picture “locked in” with the 
station’s signal. 

Except for special show cars like the 
Golden Sahara shown here, all cars carry- 
ing operating TV sets will have to be gov- 
erned severely, with the set being restricted 
to rear-seat installation as a safety measure 
(as in the Cadillac installation at right). 


NEW MOOD IN MOBILE MUSIC ovine: 


TOM MEDLEY* 
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Built into front compartment of show 
car for looks only, this is safety hazard 


Our sources tell us that current experi- 
mentation will produce something “practi- 
cal, but costly” in the near future. But it'll 
have to be a set with an unbreakable 


If you want to give as well as receive 





Gonset converter extends range of car 
radio to pick up short-wave broadcasts 










The 2-meter set works without converter, 
plugs into cigar lighter socket, is $229 


Composite “transceiver” (transmitter 
and receiver in unit) is neat, home job 
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HERE WAS A TIME when a long an- 

tenna swaying from the rear bumper 
of a car meant only one thing—a police 
car. Today, that waving aerial probably 
belongs to an amateur radio fan who op- 
erates his station right from his car. 

Since World War II, thousands of 
“ham” radio operators (125,000 in ‘the 
U.S. alone) have combined their radio 
hobby with their enthusiasm for motoring. 
Development of small, highly efficient, and 
relatively inexpensive mobile radio equip- 
ment is partly responsible for the boom 
in the fad; then, too, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission (FCC) recently 
okayed a “novice” class rating that permits 
a fan to get his or her license (or “ticket” ) 
with a minimum of technical background. 

There’s more to having a mobile rig 
than just chatting with buddies anywhere 
from the next county to Pakistan. Ham 
operators are organized into the the Ama- 
teur Radio Emergency Corps (AREC) 
and work with Civil Defense, Red Cross, 
and police in providing communications 
for any of a dozen public services. 

When hurricanes hit the East Coast 
last year, “mobileers” were often the only 
communications link with the outside 
world. And less spectacular, but no less 
important, are the times when _ radio- 
equipped cars have summoned aid to 
scenes of highway accidents. 

A car's regular 6- or 12-volt battery is 
an adequate basis for all but the extremely 
powerful ham rigs. Car generators usually 
can be adjusted to handle the voltage and 












































Working model (on closed circuit) is 
shown with Bob Hope in Cadillac sedan 


screen, placed where it won’t be a hazard 
in a collision (and where its glow 
wouldn’t cause distracting -night-time re- 
flections ) before we can buy it. 


by Norman Sklarewit: 


current load required to operate an ama- 
teur setup. Dynamotors or vibrator packs 
provide the fixed voltage and current for 
the transmitter. 

Mobile transmitters are characterized by 
their small size, rugged construction and 
remote control features. Many units are 
small enough to be bolted in under the 
dashboard, or set in against the firewall. 

The receiver for ham communications 
can be either a special short-wave set, of 
a short-wave converter which works in con- 
junction with the car’s standard broadcast 
receiver. This converter extends the tun- 
ing range of the regular radio up to the 
short-wave bands. 

Antennas for mobile stations are gener- 
ally mounted from the rear bumper to ac- 
commodate the 8- to 14-foot vertical 
whip. The 2-meter band amateur radio unit 
usually carries a small roof-top, telephone: 
type aerial. That large round gadget you 
often see at the base, center, or top of the 
long antenna is a loading coil, used to 
extend the wave length of the antenna. 

A kit for a mobile transmitter will cost 
about $100, while a complete, commercial- 
ly built set starts at around $150. Short: 
wave converters start from $50 and ful 
receivers run from $135 and up. Os 
manufacturer (Gonset) now offers a cof 
plete 2-meter station, with transmitter a 
receiver all in a portable case, for $229.5 

Full details on taking out an amat 
license can be had from the FCC, or fre 
the American Radio Relay League at Wi 
Hartford, Conn. (Continued on page 7 
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MOTOR TREND LOOKS AT DETROIT STYLING 


HE MODEL YEAR now drawing to 

an unimaginably successful close has 
seen spectacluar changes in the U.S. auto- 
motive market. Never did a year start so 
auspiciously: Freed of World War II and 
Korean War shortages, both real and 
feared, you and your neighbors had de- 
manded that Detroit give you something 
really new. You wanted new power, new 
gadgets of the sort that make a new car 
altogether different from its faithful-but- 
dull predecessor. But most of all, auto 
makers and their advertising agencies had 
learned, an unprecedented number of buy- 
ers insisted on exciting looks — new sil- 
houettes, new fabrics inside, new and 
exciting colors. No, men, don’t laugh; 
statistics show that we are the ones who 
demand the electric blues, the pinks, the 
lime greens; we, it seems, want the super- 
deluxe interiors. 

What has happened to bring about this 
state of affairs? Partly, it’s the influence of 
the rising awareness of style in other fields 
of design. It’s only a few years since the 
printed page was a rigid, always symmet- 
rical thing, dependent on its content alone 


DETROIT HAS LOOKED AT THE STARS... 


CAR CRAFT MAGAZ 


for any possibility of raising a reader’s in- 
terest. It’s not so long since only an effem- 
inate dandy would consider wearing a 
wristwatch. (Perhaps we can even hear 
our gtandfathers saying, “Any man whc 
would wear a wristwatch would wear a 
pink shirt —or drive a pink car!”) 

Well, you know who drives the pink 
cars now: darn near everybody. And are 
you one of the diehards who insist that 
pink is feminine? Well then, there’s some- 
thing distinctly feminine about most auto- 
mobiles, so why shouldn’t they wear any 
color they like? 

Leaving other influences alone for a 
moment, just what have other eras, other 
modes contributed to the looks of your 
new car? Pictured on this page are some 
of the types of cars that have made them- 
selves felt: the American (sometimes 
called ‘‘California’’) customs; those 
uniquely Detroit-inspired creations, the 
dream cars; and the sometimes-quiet, 
sometimes-raucous, but never dull Italian 
models. To find just how these hereditary 
and environmental factors have affected 
your car’s looks, turn the page. 


CUSTOMIZERS WORK 
IN DETROIT... 





AND ACROSS THE 
CONTINENT 















































BY PETE MOLSON 








HOW DETROIT 
STYLING IS 
INFLUENCED 


BY DON MACDONALD 











DETROIT DREAM CARS 


E HAVE BEEN AROUND Detroit 

for some time, and have yet to be 
convinced that futuristic dreams such as 
Ford’s Atmos, or GM's LeSabre, contrib- 
ute as a whole to styling. 

GM obviously wised up, because this 
year’s Motorama showed cars you can vis- 
ualize in your garage. 

As long as they are not foo. futuristic, 
dream cars have a very profound and di- 
rectly traceable influence on Detroit pro- 
duction models. They are the clue to what 
is planned for the next tooling change. If 
public reaction is favorable, they are the 
next tooling change. 

Altho Ford is now alone in financing 
the creation of vehicles suitable for Buck 
Rogers, every company supports an “ad- 
vanced styling”. studio, where men are 
paid to dream. These designs sometimes 
contribute a detail but rarely a theme. 

It should always be remembered that 
show cats a la GM's current ones ate cre- 
ated after the equivalent production de- 
sign is in the works. The real dream car is 
just that — a dream — and its sole purpose 
is publicity. Ideas can be gotten just as well 
from much cheaper (and seldom publi- 
cized ) sketches. 


36 MOTOR TREND/SEPTEMBER 1955 





were disastrous. 

Detroiters, Virgil Exner in particular, 
have shown that they can design a car 
more Italian in flavor than anything that 
ever came out of Italy. Currently, how- 
ever, Italians have a corner on the specialty 
market. Ghia, for example, can produce a 
coupe for Lou Fageol or a gas turbine 
mock-up (probably for Chrysler) without 
inhibition or. restriction. 

The bumper on Fageol’s car (right) 
was added here, spoiling the design. Nor 
can Ghia be criticized for the completely 
impractical (traffic-wise) styling of the 
turbine car. He just doesn’t care about 
details like these, or, for that matter, about 
mass production potential. 

‘ For these reasons, Italians no longer 
have much influence on Detroit. 


BILL SOUTHWORTH 
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LES NEHAMKIN 
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HOW DETROIT 
STYLING IS 
INFLUENCED 


continued 


CALIFORNIA CUSTOMS 











CAR CRAFT MAGAZINE 


FLAJOLE’S REBELLION 


ILL FLAJOLE IS A CONSULTANT 
on advanced styling for American 
Motors. As such, he has made countless 
sketches and clay models, but only in the 
case of the NXI has he seen even a close 
approximation of his ideas come off the 
assembly line. 
His Jaguar-based “Forerunner” is really 
a rebellion. Designed around his own 
slightly stocky, 5-foot-7-inch physique, it 
is his completely personal dream car. It is 
of great interest, because it is one of the 
few custom cars in existence today that 
has been styled and built by a recognized 
professional who (temporarily at least) 
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was not being influenced by an all-power- 
ful management. 

The beautifully finished Fiberglas body 
contains many innovations that might be 
practical for production, assuming a mark- 
et for a 2-passenger car. The powet-oper- 
ated Plexiglas roof of course determined 
the contour of the “fast back.” All the 
mechanical beauty of the Jaguar chassis 
has been retained, yet the design has an 
unmistakable Nash flavor. Details like the 
“nerfing bars” straight from the dirt track 
jar one at first, but then, Detroit could 
well note that good design is not necessar- 
ily a boring and repetitious melody. 





TYLING HAS GAINED MUCH } 


backyard customizers, even the 


gain is intangible and often misrepre 
ed. Both Detroit and ‘custom ttends 
cyclical; one is invariably the opposit 
the other. In the early Os, Ford ow 
Pelee ima sbeeleclemmolucrtentaelecleleremcemny lore 
and V8s; thruout the ’40s they remove 
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giencies in the Detroit product. Now show- 
gooms are filled with relatively esthetic 
yehicles. Early attempts to transform °46- 
"48 Fords were of considerable help to 
gylists in their fight to convince manage- 

nt that better-looking production de- 
Signs were sorely needed. 

Detroit stylists like the moderately sec- 
Mioned approach, as exemplified by Dr. 
Gordon Gilbert’s 50 Ford Tudor, because 
i maintains fair proportion. They feel 
that chopping shouldn’t be attempted with- 
put thinning the roof line, a job beyond 
average ability and pocketbook. Jay Johns- 
ton’s 51 hardtop partially overcomes this 
Objection with clever 2-toning, but the 
middle is still too bulky. 

Jay Everett’s “pure custom” (built from 
the ground up) is one of the recent best, 
‘but Detroit stylists have the feeling it 
was designed for ease of construction 
instead of being styled. Curved surfaces are 
too “wrapped,” joints too angular, and the 
‘simple grille and tail end look, somehow, 
vaguely unfinished. 

So say the professionals, and if anyone 

"should know, they should. But you're the 
buyers. What do you think? 


CAR CRAFT MAGAZINE 


‘MOTOR TREND/SEPTEMBER 1955 39 











‘ogi ohkg OUR 


BY WALT WORON 


SHOULD FORM FOLE 


F YOU WERE A STYLIST aggewel 

product that was at once exciting iam 
the imagination of thousands, would gee) 
was flamboyant and still not vuls 
Where would you start: In your owi® 


stylists? With the manufacturer o f the p OF 


with the intended customer? And Big 
all these wants into one package =i 
Once you had completed your ¢ 


would you then be sure that your € 
would you again contact the customers 
opinions, hoping they would do more t 
or placating smiles? Or instead, h 
by sheer force of numbers, your 
Apparently, and unfortunately, 
taken (or been forced down) ¥ 
one to believe that the all-for-og 
it-won’t-sell logic is the phi 
Does it have to be? 
Whatever we have today 
change. Look about you: tele 
lamps — all change. You pr@ 
not to change; if we do ng&e 
Yesterday and the Land of 
Those changes that have 
in number; but, grouped im 
changes wrought have prob 
not? Outside of ethereal thi 
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THE EDITORS LOOK 
AT CAR STYLING 











AND HERE’S WHAT YOUR FELLOW-READERS THINK | 


. The trend in design should be toward 
good, substantial, rugged, high-powered, 
medium-sized automobiles, featuring quality 
construction ... 

C. Needham Omaha, Neb. 

. Should you decide to comment on styling 
of the Detroit things, you could adopt a stand- 
ard paragraph to cover all of them, since they 
are so much alike .. . 
J. Johnston 
. . . I think we overlook color in evaluating 
{styling]. Some cars have to be 2-toned to be 
at their best, others are seen to best advantage 
in the so-called standard form . . . 

Robert Bannon Montpelier, Vt. 

. If Detroit wasn’t making a very good 
car, why would it sell? The ones that are 
screaming about U.S. cars are the few who 
would sooner drive a Continental or Duesen- 
berg, like me. What they don’t stop to think 
about is that the manufacturers are doing their 
best to get good visibility .. . 
Fred R. Lakoduk Bismarck, N. D. 
. .. As an automobile salesman, I can éay that 
the average buyer purchases an automobile 
because he likes the styling of that particular 
make ... 
Richard Lloyd Leonardtown, Md. 
. . . Let’s get rid of hood spears, dashboard 
handles, levers, control shafts, protruding and 
sharp bumper guards . . . 


Los Angeles 


. . . Style is an intangible thing, which can 
be influenced by the person’s background, 
likes and dislikes, and even favorite color. 
Personally, whether a car is a barge or not has 
little effect... 
Robert M. Fleming, Jr. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
. . . There are different baséc reasons’ why 
people purchase cars year after year. Some 
merely buy for necessity . . . for prestige . . . 
for [economy]. Still, there are those who buy 
for performance, tien and looks becoming 
secondary to them. . 
Leo E. Tippit 
. . - I get one helluva kick out of these “ex- 
perts” who seem to think that car design is 
out of line with our 1955 style of life. Don’t 
these guys realize that automotive designers 
are intelligent, well-trained men who keep 
their fingers on the pulse of American think- 
ing? ... 
Ralph L. White 
. .. I think modern styling with the cut-up 
lines and/or the paint and chrome haphaz- 
ardly slapped on must make the real artist 
lay awake at night . .. 
W. Dean Fyock Mercersburg, Pa. 
Really honest reporting on {styling] 
would probably hasten the day when the vari- 
ous manufacturers will introduce styling dic- 
tated by good engineering and not dictated 
by their sales department’s ideas . 


Springfield, Mass. 


C. Duane Wright Mt. Vernon, Ill. George V. Clamp Colorado Springs, Colo. 


public is pretty demanding, and quite sophisticated, when ‘it 
comes to appraising new-car designs. First and foremost, they 
are quick to notice things which might be impractical or un- 
desirable from a use standpoint. While functional design is an 
overworked phrase, . . . anything which isn’t functional will be 
promptly observed and complained about.” 

We agree that functionalism is important. We kept that in 
mind last year and this year too in selecting the best-looking 
cars of 1954 and 1955. It is our opinion that esthetics can be 
combined with a functional design. And so, in our future 
analyses and comments about the "56 cars, we will be as objec- 
tive, as practical, as forthright as possible. At all times we will 
be sure that you know it is owr opinion; whenever it becomes 
necessary to bring in outside viewpoints, we'll make it clear. 

We will keep our discussion on a practical level. For example, 
we see little reason for bumper “bombs” that don’t protect your 
own grille and may serve to damage the rear deck of another 
car, wrap-around windshields that cause distortion and discom- 
fort in getting in or out, chrome splashed about indiscriminately 
or in a location where it will only serve to reflect glare into 
the driver's eyes, tail lights chat are so big and bright that they 
cause momentary blindness to the driver following, instrument 
panels designed for their esthetic value alone, or a car that may 
look wonderful until you try it on for size. 

You may praise us for it, laugh at us, or even heap coals upon 
our heads. Whatever you do, it will be an expression of your 
opinion. We don’t want to be a leavening agent between you 
and the manufacturers; we would rather be the catalyse that 
causes you to burst forth with ideas and suggestions. 
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selects the best: 


MOTOR TREND 


The 300 has a cleanness of line that is too infrequently 
seen on cars of today. It is ample in size 

(inside and out) and is still compact. It is 

functional, yet exciting. It is modern, without follow- 
ing the present squarish trend for which Chryslers 

of the past were ridiculed. The grille is simply 

done; no massive bumper or other appendages 

mar its smooth front contour. Chrome has been 

used tastefully and smartly. No garish 

outcroppings detract from its main purpose— 

to look like a car. It is a car that goes 

with contemporary living. 





1 The CHRYSLER 300—1955’s most esthetically styled car 





Overall consistency of design . . . Width, height, 
length ratios show excellent proportion . . . It’s small 





... Hardtop version has very classic 
look .. . Pretty well dechromed and clean-looking . . . 


First and foremost a car for comfort and looks. 











It’s compact ... Clean in design... 
Quite utilitarian . .. Unusually successful 
combination of form and function... 
Has an elegance that you don’t often see in a 
small car... not something left 


over from the classic era, but a real 


1955 elegance. 






JOE MOORE 








The CHEVROLET NOMAD 3 
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looking cars of 1955 


EE OIE ODE AIO 
The Montclair has a continuity in its overall 
appearance that is not detracted from by 
excessive splashes of chrome, 
color, or gimcrackery; grille, top, sides, 
rear, all seem to flow together as a 
unit. Even tho it has resorted to some of 
the present-day styling “gimmicks” 
(such as hooded headlights, wrap- 
around windshield, and large tail 
lights ), they have been employed 
tastefully. It has left a lasting 
impression with us. 


Ld ae 








Detailing has decided quality. .. . 
Appears to be alive, poised on tiptoes. .. . 


No gimmicks, despite use of tail lights 


on fenders. . . . Very handsome rear 
bumper. . . . Restrained front end... . 
Grille is exceptionally clean. . . . Full 


wheel cutouts serve to emphasize motion. 


Has adequate length to overcome problems 
of a 6-passenger envelope. . . . Good 
tail light treatment. . . . Fender contour, 


in relation to body as seen from front, 





gives it sleekness. . . . Heavy grille 
contrasts with sleek look. . . . Lean, 


clean lines from side view. 





JOE MOORE 


' 3 The CHRYSLER NEW YORKER 
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SHELL’S 


CUSTOM CLUB PLATES 


FORM YOUR OWN CLUB 


Identify your car or club group with 
Shell's custom club plates. 


GUARANTEED 
THE FINEST! 


(We know there’s cheaper, 
but none better) 






Write today for free, illustrated list- 
ing on how to order, specs., etc. A 2c 
postal card will do. 


0.H.V. 


MOTORS 


WE BUY, SELL, TRADE. WE SHIP 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 
AND MAKE CUSTOM MOTOR 
INSTALLATIONS BY APPOINT- 
MENT IN OUR LOS ANGELES 
SHOPS. WRITE YOUR MOTOR 
NEED. WE’LL ANSWER WITH 
OUR O.H.V. MOTOR LIST. 


SPEED AND 
MUFFLER SHOP 
GR 7-8283 


11726—MT-2 Wilshire Bivd., W.L.A. 25, Calif. 































DO IT YOURSELF... 





Che 
syste 


Components of a typical Fiberglas repair kit include paper cups mat 
and spoons to assure cleanliness. Exact measurements are a must A 


+ ae oe e a pa 
Fix it with Fiberglas 4 


by Al Kidd | 2 
ODY REPAIR has been one phase of 













New COP-SIL-LOY ca 


@ SAFER, More Positive Braking 

@ STOPS Brake Fade 

@ INCREASES Lining and Drum Life 

@ ONLY NOMINAL COST. Easy to Apply 

@ GUARANTEED TO OUTPERFORM Any 
Braking Compound or Money Back 


Research Has Developed Cop-Sil-Loy Brake 
Compound in a New Plastic Film Form! 
Takes Only Minutes to Apply! 
Front Wheel Treatment — Only $2.00 Postpaid 
Four Wheel Treatment — Only $3.00 Postpaid 
Order Now. Send Make, Year of Car 
When Ordering. Dealers Inquire. 


DEE DEE COMPANY 
























Manufacturers and Distributors 
109 EL MONTE 9. CALIF 





6TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 
MOTOR REVIEW 


PAN PACIFIC AUDITORIUM—LOS ANGELES 
Oct. 14-23 (see page 49) 








RAMCOTE Flexible Finishes 
for Leather and Vinyl-Plastics 








Restore original color and texture to 
your car upholstery. Or change color! 
asily applied. No crack or peel. Wash- 
able, fadeproof, preserves, protects. 
Write for FREE color chart. 1141 W. 69th 
$t., Chicago 21, Ill. 
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automobile maintenance almost com- | (ap, 

pletely out of the question for even the most give 

ardent do-it-yourself fan. But now, one word V 

takes bodywork off the “don’t” list and puts | o¢ , 
it right in your lap. The word is Fiberglas. 


Almost any conceivable damage to the body | ,, 
of your car—dents, holes, rusted portions— | gion 
all can be easily repaired with Fiberglas ima 
patches. Kits like that of Taylor and Art, Inc. | chee 
of Oakland, Calif., are appearing on the J fend 
market for just this purpose. They differ, but § jarg, 
only slightly. Our information comes from | proj 





Using a hammer, indent the surface to be 
repaired below the surrounding contour. 
This allows room for Fibergias buildup 





cee 2 








When large holes are to be patched, stuff When possible, apply Fiberglas to both On 
newspaper behind them to act as a back- sides of an opening. This lets the pieces | of 8 
ing and contour guide for soft Fiberglas bond together to form avery strongrepair to g 
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Chevrolet, which makes a kit for dealers. 
Chevrolet has complete confidence in this 
system, which is fast and strong. 

With any type of Fiberglas repair these 
are important preparatory steps. As in paint- 
ing, cleanliness is essential, and in the case 
of Fiberglas we must add dryness. Resins just 
won't adhere and set properly if any mois- 
ture is present. Chevrolet garages use heat 
lamps to keep the metal warm and dry. If 
you have any sort of heat lamp or even a 
household heater, it will be helpful. If not, 
pick a warm, dry, sunny day, then get the 
car right out in the sun and leave it there all 
thru your work. 

Clean the area to be worked on with a 
hydrocarbon solvent (benzene is one) and 
sand it to the bare metal about 6 inches 
around the actual portion to be patched. (A 
disc-type power sander is the best for this 
of you can use a file and sandpaper. If 
your repair job is very extensive, it would 
be well worth while to rent a disc sander 
for the day since quite a bit of rough sand- 
ing will be required on the Fiberglas itself. ) 

When the area is well sanded and thorough- 
ly clean, the actual portion to be fixed should 
be indented below the surrounding contour. 
Just hammer gently and actually indent it. 
The reason is to allow room for the Fiber- 
glas to fill the area and later be sanded to 
match the surrounding contour. 

All repairs are basically alike to this point. 
But different sorts of patches call for varying 
techniques. When you have to work on 
a panel where there is no access to the inside, 
all you can do is indent the area and apply 
the patch directly. If you want to patch a 
large hole in an unsupported area (like a 
fender), stuff the hole with newspapers till 
it assumes the general contour desired. You 
can remove the newspaper later but it will 
give the Fiberglas a temporary backing. 

Where you can work easily on both sides 
of a hole, the very strongest type of patch 
is possible. In this case, build up Fiberglas 
on each side of the hole and the 2 por- 
tions can bond together. This is excellent on 
smaller holes of the type that result from de- | 
chroming or in changing the shape of a | 
fender cutout. Don’t try this patch with too | 
large a hole; you'll have trouble getting the 
proper contour. If you plan to mend a rusted- 





On badly rusted sections punch a number 
of small holes in good surrounding metal 
to give the resin a good adhering surface | 








out portion, take special care since the ad- 
hering surface is limited. In addition to in- 
denting the area, punch holes liberally around 
the rusted section. This allows the Fiberglas 
to seep thru and clamp itself to good metal 
rather than weak rusted metal. 

Application of the Fiberglas is more or 
less the same in all cases. Here’s where the 
heat and dryness become especially important. 
Before applying any resin or Fiberglas be 
sure that the metal is absolutely dry and 
preferably warm. Then mix the resin and cut 
out Fiberglas patches to the proper size. (At 
least 2 layers of Fiberglas should be used, 
and more may be necessary according to the 
proportions of the job at hand.) In any case 
cut them out in advance—you won't have 








time once the patching begins. Take care 
with the mixing of the resin, no matter what 
type of kit you may be using. Cleanliness is 
a must and most kits supply unwaxed paper 
cups, but any clean receptacle will do. Pro- 
portions are critical. Follow the instructions 
carefully and be as exacting as a doctor in 
your measurements. 

Resin is irritating to skin, so all thru the 
process be very careful about getting the 
mixture on your bare hands. The best out is 
to wear rubber gloves. 

To begin the actual patching, put a fine 
coat of resin on the area with a wooden 
paddle or similar applicator. Then place a 
Fiberglas patch over it and saturate the patch 
with resin. In some cases it may be handier to 





Auto Discount SALE! 





Each Kolorwall or Whitewall kit 
contains a complete set of four (or 
five) Latex rubber rAtngs, special 
process cement, application brush, 
abrasive, hardwood roller, com- 
plete instructions. 





Do-it-yourself Whitewall and Kolorwall Kits! 


Here they are by popular demand— 
one-piece sidewall rings you apply 
yourself on any 15” or 16” tires (speci- 
fy). 100% latex rubber rings come in 
gleaming white and eye-catching col- 

blue, green, yellow, pink! Apply 
rings in minutes with special process 
cement that sticks tight forever, in all 
weather and driving conditions. Send 
just $9.95 for a four-tire Whitewall kit 


(five-tire $11.95) or $11.95 for a four- 
tire Kolorwall kit (five-tire $13.95) 
and we'll send you a free set of curb 
feelers to help keep your sidewalls 
clean. Be sure to specify color. If you 
aren't completely satisfied with your 
Whitewalls or Kolorwalls after apply- 
ing according to instructions, return 
the kit for a full refund. Item #1C, 
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SUPER DELUXE FLARE FENDER SKIRTS HEADER SETS STANDARD AND DELUXE CONTINENTAL KITS 

All of heavy-gauge stecl, with concealed rubber liner. lrems #5€ Somatote with all po dy easy forteliation, 
Precision louvered, lever locking, primed for finish 37- ve 4 rd di 9 sti Ki “ieee #8" Deluxe Kit—Item #96. 
paint. Available for: (specify): 41 “54 Chev . . Ford, 5$2-55Ford,Chev $ 78% 
36-55 Ford 35-54 Olds 35-54 Ply 50-53 Buick ~~ ‘Ghee : Ss 30 oe 
20-54 Mere (except 98) 35-54 DeSoto 35-55 Nash «Items 1955 Olds 57.50 53-55 Ply Dodge 89.75 
26-55 Chev 35-54 Pont 25-54 Chrys 52-85 Willys Mere <". 9, 99.99 1955 Buick «$7.39 53-55 Olds. . 99.7 
35-52 Stude 35-52 Dodge 35-41 Buick 46-49 Kaiser cs FE 1955 Merc $7.50 51-55 Buick 99.75 
Louvered Skirts.....00..05. $16.95 (reg. $22.95) Item #2€ 49-55 Olds 49.95 1955 Ply 57.50 52-55 * sone 
Delene Shirte.........c0000 11.95 (reg. $17.50) Item @9¢ 51-55, Stude a... See ao - ,; 109.75 
Standard Shists........... | 6.50 (res. $12.50) tem aa V/8 .... 49.98 Chrome tire cover rings optional—add $10.00 
60% below regular retail price. 


Send full amount and we pay postage on items marked Ppd.; others FOB Les Angeles. 


Don't forget 
item numbers 


Fay = pea AUTO DISCOUNT CARD 


discount as code in 
shove, ie example, Item #1C i Siewai kit) means you are 
to additional discount 

Ses os pase ae — 

IF YOU DON’T HAVE AN AUTO DISCOUNT CARD, you are 

losing money! Your Auto Discount Card entitles you to addi- 

Gondl Guscunté en leotine Proc the proper box on 
00), —_ you'll Seas 


the 
your Descount cue and additional Bi «4S this order as well 
as on future orders. 


AUTO DISCOUNT CO. 


1529-9T VICTORY BLVD. 
GLENDALE 1, CALIF. 


your discount card 


All prices 30% to 60% 
25% depesit on COD's. All items Money-Back Guaranteed. 





Auto Discount Coe., 1529- 9T Victory Blvd., Glendale, Calif. 


Please rush me t! ce"5 ircled: 
1¢ 364A SE 6E 7E 8E 9G 


Model_____Trans.__ 


ts evan all 


My car is: Make. Year. 
Name. 

Address. 

City. State. 

0) Full payment enclosed; $__ (Calif. buyers add 3%) 
0 $s. ——deposit (25%) enclosed, balance COD. 

















Zone. 














© Send Discount Card ($1.00 [] My Discount Card is  Hompes 


enclosed), and give me cumuinniiggiehintny 
extra discount(s) on above my additional diesounts on 
order. this order. 
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NOW 


YOU 
CAN MOTOR ACROSS THE 


COUNTRY AND Charge it 


WITH A 


’ 
dj uncam Hines 
Signet Club 


CREDIT CARD 


Whether you travel for business or pleasure, 
your Duncan Hines Signet Club travel credit 
card will be honored by more than 1600 eat- 
ing and lodging places in all 48 states, Can- 
ada and Mexico (and the Caribbean). All of 
these establishments are Recommended by 
Duncan Hines. 
For complete information without obligation 
on membership in the Duncan Hines Signet 
Club, use coupon below. 

— _—_ — — — — —_—— | 

Duncan Hines Signet mig 

408 E. State St., ithaca, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: Please send me complete informa- 
tion on membership in the Duncan Hines Sig- 
net Club without obligation to me. 


Address 


City ..._Zone..... State 


Name..... cininsenpseaindeaseieancisenescsniins - | 
j 











M.E.W. INDICATORS 


Shows when to add 
, one qt. oil. Installs 
i in dip stick tube. 
$7.95 


Shows water level. 
Saves the pressure 
} cooling system. 

$7.95 





Indicates when 2 
5 gals. of gas re- 
main. $7.95 


Indicates when oil 
pressure drops. 
$4.95 
Also Generator No- 
Charge Indicator 
$3.25 


Units fit all cars and are guaranteed 
one year. State Voltage. 


MINNESOTA ENGINE WORKS, INC. 


5600 N. Homline Ave., St. Pav! 12, Minn. 
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Fix it with Fiberglas 


saturate the cloth before applying it, especial- 
ly if the patch is a large one. Repeat this 
process using as many layers of Fiberglas 
cloth as necessary, each time carefully smooth- 
ing the patch to remove bubbles and wrinkles. 
When the desired thickness of Fiberglas is 
attained, cover the patch and surrounding 
area with Saran Wrap. This keeps moisture 
out and helps to keep the patch in place 
while hardening. It’s a lot more effective than 
cheaper substitutes. 

Now the curing (or hardening) of the 
patch begins. Again, if you have a heat lamp, 
position it about 10 inches from the patch 
for rapid curing. If not, the sun will do but 
it will take a-little longer. The curing is 
normally completed in a matter of minutes— 
you can check for hardness with your finger- 
nail. If there is any trimming to be done (as 
around a fender opening), do it after the 
Fiberglas has jelled but before it is com- 
pletely hard. At this stage it can easily be 
trimmed with a knife or razor blade. It de- 
mands no truly professional skill, but don’t 
plan on doing something else with your other 
hand, because you may need it unless you 
work fast. 

After the patch is completely hard, work 
it just like metal. In the absence of a disc 
sander a file is the best bet for smoothing. 
File from the edges of the patch toward the 
middle to gain the desired contour. Here 
again, it’s best to wear gloves since bits of 
hardened Fiberglas are irritating to the skin. 
Any small cracks or air holes can be filled 
with the remaining resin (mixed with finely 
chopped Fiberglas if necessary). Finishing 
Fiberglas is exactly the same as finishing 
metal (see “Car Complexion Care,” May '55 
MT). If you’re not a good man with a spray 
gun you can still save yourself a lot of 
money by doing the patching and then get- 
ting a professional paint job. If you can paint 
too, better start deciding what to buy with 
the money you'll save. 





















With Fiberglas cloth in place, apply t 
resin with a clean applicator, carefully 
smoothing surface bubbles and wrinkles 
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When the Fiberglas buildup is complete 
cover the patch with Saran Wrap to keep 
moisture out, support patch while curing 







The thoroughly hardened patch is worked 
just like metal. File from the outside 
to the center to attain proper contour 



















A Ride as Smooth as Glass 





And it should be. Of silicone rubber glass fiber, the new tire will be worn only by 
supersonic aircraft for an indefinite time, is a product of U.S. Rubber, Dow-Corning 























NOW! A Metal Oil Filter Cartridge That Lasts Forever... ; 


Makes ALL Other Filters 
joe OBSOLETE! 


prinkles 


od 


i V Positively ENDS Costly Cartridge Replacement! 
yj V Assures TOTAL FILTRATION... Ends “Hidden Grinding”! 


4 IMPROVEp- 
=| | | LIFETIME 


ae Perma Bronze Filter Cartridge 
MILLIONS OF TINY BRONZE BALLS... 


filter-out abrasives as small as 39 © in 
millionths of an inch, without removing 7 Stall than 


te 
factory-compounded detergents! s include? 


WHY IMPROVED-LIFETIME Maybe you don’t mind throwing away money on ‘‘throw-away” filter 
MAKES OTHER FILTERS OBSOLETE— packs. But why throw away 50-100,000 miles of your engine’s poten- 
Ordinary Packs are TOOTS. tial life? IMPROVED-LIFETIME, with its “miracle” filtering action 

i ee capes. etc., packs do and magnesium Acid Neutralizer, stops grinding abrasive action, and 


remove ae | enero ney acid-etching . . . makes your engine last up to 150,000 miles! Benefit 
also soak u : 


oil detergents. now from this “years-ahead” filter. Eliminate filter pack replacements 
THEY LOAD UP ea be. |__4%d costly engine repairs! 

comes lade’ with detergents, 
abrasives. Oil pressure then a 
ered oil back isco engine. New! IMPROVED-LIFETIME AUTO-SUPPLY 
THEY REQUIRE REPLACE. Bronze Gasoline Filter ) BEALER SHOWS WHY 


( IMPROVEG-LIFETIME 
MENT every 3 to 5 thousand miles. Keeps carburetor in ae } LEADS IN SALES... 


a | Seon he tpton et 
wa MORONDLFEIE AWE, MOEN | ae DD | ingot 
1. First co 


SOME time filters I'm 
buy. It’s one Bronze Filter you can transfer from wee my ; holding. Then com- 
uy. It’s o ° 


- - é are them with the 
ye ni ll has uniform porosity, filters oT pont ao ee other brands 
. Fused bronze wall ha casional on the counter. 
efficiently all the time, year after year. Occasion ape —- ay You can see why my customers won’t 
kerosene rinse renews it. : ., noe ~ Cars, can be = y i! oO ‘ settle for anything less than an Im- 
Screens out all abrasive particles ei eyes +4 ro é oe pecial! Only proved-Lifetime.’’ 
. ser h as h : . sage 
ble additives in. Makes your 01 Improved-Lifetime averages 40% more 
panel , filtering area, 93% greater structural 
Magnesium Acid Neutralizer (not found in regu- DEALERS! JOBBERS! Help us fill strength. *Avoid cheap, thin-walled 
ii filters) eliminates acid-pitting—as big a cause the demand. IMPROVED-LIFE- imitations that ‘‘appear’’ alike. 
¢ wear as abrasive action. TIME is easy to stock, easy to sell. *Photo copy of test report mailed upon 
Py aie s Engine Life. You can expect at ~— Write today! request. 
. Lengthen wes Sees a 
aa the service you'd ordinarily get before nee If your dealer can’t yet supply, order now from coupon! 
twice read 
ing an over : 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


ORDER NOW 
ORDER NOW ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO. || GenTLEMEN: Please send me filter(s) 
YOUR MONEY BACK SUSUMU IeRRITA Me S801 E. Beverly Bl., Dept. 375 checked at left. I understand that if I am not 
= DOUBLE ou FREE TRIAL! Try. test Los Angeles 22, California completely satisfied I may return for full re- 
© GUARANTEE * waiters m ©) RUSH IMPROVED-LIFE- fund within 30 days. 

compare this amazing TIME Filter Element at $6.95 
guaranteed for 10 years— aeRO tie |] Rush Complete Filter Unit CAR YEAR MAKE 
actually mever wear out! In Then, if you're not (Incl. Case) at $12.95 


addition, we guarantee DOUBLE CD Rush ‘Full-Flow’ Type Filter NAME 
YOUR MONEY BACK if the 100% convinced it's pment at $11.95 sina 

- Cylindrical lopsany ush gasoline filter at $2. ADDRESS 
po 7 everything we say 




















a Enclosed is $_—_ 
just send it back for OB price. oti Sully postpaid. CITY. 
nclose 's A ‘sit— 

prompt, full refund! ship C.O.D.. pe mh postage. 
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SAVES $$$ 
and LABOR 


CUSTOMIZE and REPAIR auto bodies 
with T-A-P METAL REPAIR KITS* 


You can de-chrome and french your custom 
auto body jobs, repair “rust-outs” and other 
metal damages FASTER, SAFER and MORE 
ECONOMICALLY with T-A-P KITS than 
by any other method! 

Areas “glassed in’ with T-A-P KITS are tougher 
yf the qubeundiae metal. Feathers in smooth—paints 
Full satisfaction guaranteed or MONEY BACK! 


——, BAKELITE COMPANY epoxy resin 
and hardeners fiberglass an and 1 full instructions. 


Tayler & fbnt, Ine. 


1710 EAST 12TH ST., OAKLAND 6, CALIF. 


© Check, cash, or money order enclosed. Ship im- 
mediately by return postpaid mail on money-back 
guarantee: 


(0 T-A-P Kit $1 (covers 750 sq. in..) @ $5.45 
() T-A-P Kit $2 (covers 1500 sq. in.) @ $10.55 
( AIRMAIL more information at no obligation 


NAME 











fom toes FORDS « MERCURYS « ee 






A INDICATES MOTION, WHICH 
CAUSES 90% OF THE STEERING LOOSENESS IN 
FORDS. MERCURYS, AND LINCOLNS. EACH 
BALLARO IDLER ARM STABILIZER, PATENT PENO- 


1949 - 1950. 195! 


i 
Epes 
5.8 
fh 


. Reduce driver fatigue-makes fer safer driving. 
eSTALLS We A PEW sameuTes 5. Tend to stabilize the whole front end. “ 
\M-49 fits F520 FM-S4C U-52C fits - 


Mereurys fords Fords P | Fords Unceine ne 
Unesine Mare Were ai where $2.75 
1949. 1951 1952 . 1953 1952 - 1953 1954-1955 1952-53-54-55 “iy 


B and B "Specialty Compeny PERMANENT, SAPS RESULTS 


1718 HAWTHORNE PATENT PEND- Houston 6 TEXAS = DEALERS INQUMIES BVITED 
——$_$__— ———— 


Dor Racing at its Thrilling Cxciting Best . . 


JUNIOR MIDGET 























Get in on Micro-Midget racing, Amer- 
ica's newest, most exciting, and fastest 


grow oat enn eee 
srs /ldmis rack Cane ve arent 
- to- br 


Send 25 cents for vir empl 
literature 












FORD MODEL “A” 
Adjustable valve lifters for model “A” Ford. 
Self Locking, quick and easily adjusted. No 
special tools required. $12.00 for set of 8 
$4.00 credit allowance for your old set of 
8 model “A” Ford valve lifters. 


O’BRIEN 5127 Troost Ave. 


Kansas City, Mo. 
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” DORLON'S POINT, Conn. 






HAVE OFTEN BEEN ASKED to name 

my favorite restaurant, hotel or motel and 
vacation spot. I have never done so because 
| believe there is no accounting for taste. This 
great country of ours is too large, first of all, 
to be able to narrow a choice down to a 
specific place or section. 

I will say that my favorite country for 
traveling is these United States. I’ve traveled 
more than 1.5-million miles in the past 20 
\cars through every one of the 48 states, 
Canada and Mexico. I will therefore commit 
myself to advising—‘See America First.” 

Let us start with one of the most pic- 
turesque and hospitable sections of our coun- 
try—New England. I choose this area first 
because it is the oldest part of the United 
. the first to be settled and popu- 
It’s 


States . . 
lated, and chockful of lore and history. 
famous for many, many things, including its 
culinary arts. This is the area for seafood— 
lobster, clams, scallops and many different 
kinds of fish. Many places serve roast turkey 
every day in the year. 

One of the most famous is the Toll House 
at Whitman, Mass. It is 20 miles south of 
Boston on route 18. It is closed the month of 
February and all Mondays, except when a 
holiday falls on Monday then it is 
closed on Tuesday. It is open from noon to 
8 P.M. I advise reservations. Luncheons start 
at $1.85 and dinners run from $2.25 up. 
The doormat always reads “Welcome” and 
the carved wooden bellringer outside an- 
nounces that you have come to the Toll 
House. This is a place typical of New Eng- 
land of the past and the present. 

In the days when New Bedford whalers 
sailed all over the world, it was a famous 
stopping place for travelers. The original 
structure was built when Massachusetts was 
still a crown colony—in 1709. That first 
building is the lounge of today’s Toll House. 
The ‘Toll House has been added to 5 times 


FIELD, Rf. 


New England is the 1st stop in 
MT’s culinary tour of the U.S. 


since it was opened under its present manage- 
ment. Today it serves about 2000 guests every 
day. At the Toll House you are a guest in 
every sense of the word. Ruth and Kenneth 
Wakefield have given real meaning to the 
phrase, “New England hospitality.” 

One of their most popular dishes is French 
onion soup, which the Wakefields discovered 
in a Paris wine cellar. Almost 2 pounds of 
onions go into every plateful. Indian pudding 
is another favorite. And Toll House lobsters, 
which must weigh almost 3 pounds before 
they can be served, are another specialty. The 
fried boneless chicken is superb, and so is 
the lemon pie, with its 3-inch meringue. Of 
course, the Toll House cookies have become 
a national byword. 

New England is a wonderful place for va- 
cation—winter or summer. Maine, with its 
seaside and lake resorts, and Vermont and 
New Hampshire with their mountain resorts 
have become very popular. 

For example, the Green Mountain Inn at 
Stowe, Vt., is popular in the summer for a 
quiet vacation in beautiful country among 
those who do not like an organized vacation. 
In winter this place really hums with skiers, 
of course. There is everything for their com- 
fort—waxing rooms, game rooms and fre- 
quent bus transportation to Mt. Mansfield ski 
slopes—about a 10-minute drive. Small pets 
are allowed in rooms of guests. It is open 
June 15 to October 15 and from December 
15 to May 1. Rates vary according to the 
season. In the summer they start at $52 per 
person per week. 

Let’s go up to Maine. It abounds with 
lakes, in addition to its unforgettable coast. 
The Maine climate is most agreeable in the 
summer—days are comfortably warm, the 
nights cool. 

Travel up about 39 miles north of Augusta 
to Skowhegan and then 5 miles north on 
state highway 147. What have we here? The 
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Famed Toll House at Whitman, Mass., 
is recommended to all hungry visitors 


Lakewood Inn and Cottages. They are on- 
ly open June 5 to September 15. Here we find 
a theatre, a country club, an inn, bungalows, 
gift shop and store. It abounds with beauti- 
ful cottages that have complete baths, fire- 
places and luxuries you would not expect to 
find. It has 41 cottages facing the lake. Be- 
cause it is one of the nicest places anywhere 
it is necessary to make reservations. The daily 
rate is American plan (with meals) and 
runs from $11 and up per person for a 
double with bath. 

Doubling back down to the smallest state 
in the Union—Rhode Island—stop at the 
Larchmont Inn. It is on the coast and just 
3 miles from Narragansett via U.S. 1. It is 
located at Wakefield, which is 98 miles east 
of New Haven. This colonial inn is a nice 
place to stop. It has large furnished rooms 
ranging from $5.50 single to $12—all of 
them with bath. 

Then, going on over to Connecticut, stop 
at another one of the oldest restaurants in the 
United States. The Nutmeg State abounds in 
wonderful eating places, and Dor'on’s Shore 
House holds up the tradition. Three genera- 
tions of the same family have managed this 
restaurant and have maintained its tradition 
for real New England shore dinners. Of 
course, if you are tired of seafood, you can 
order steak or chicken. Dorlon’s can be 
reached by going to Norwalk and then out 
to Dorlon’s point—from Stamford to Bridge- 
port. They serve from noon until 10 P.M. 
and are open from May 1 to November 1— 
but closed on Tuesdays. Luncheons range 
from $1.25 to $3 and dinners from $2.75 
to $5.50. It is a good idea to make reserva- 
tions here, too. 

Happy motoring! 

Next month—Duncan Hines, in his regular 
monthly column, tells where to eat, where to 
stop, and what to see in the San Francisco Bay 
region, north to Washington. 










































LOS ANGELES, CALIF.—OCT. 14-23 


Acclaimed by more than a half million 
enthusiasts as the country’s most colorful 
and exciting automotive exposition! 


Featuring 150 original and distinc- 
tive automotive creations. 


TH isl, (intimal 
MOTOR REVUE 


The International Motor Revue, formerly 
known as Motorama, offers the finest in 
custom cars, Detroit experimental cars 
and cars of the future, record breaking 
competition machines, fabulous hot rods, 
priceless classics and antiques, foreign 
and American sport cars. 


Occupying the entire floor area of the 
huge Pan Pacific Auditorium, this exposi- 
tion will also feature a great display of 
the newest in parts, accessories and sup- 
plies in the speed and power fields as 
well as motorcycles and motorcycle ac- 
cessories. 


For information concerning the ex- 
hibit of cars, motorcycles or equip- 
ment or the rental of commercial 
space, please write to International 
Motor Revue, 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. or call 
Hollywood 2-3261. 


Lee O. Ryan, Managing Director 
Robert E. Petersen, Producer 
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NEW ORIGINAL 
CONTINENTAL KITS 





WRITE 
| FOR NEW 
CATALOG! 





Jam-packed with  inter- 
esting, up-to-the-minute 
custom accessories. Send 
just 25c to cover handling 
and mailing. 


‘55 STYLING! GENUINE 
$49.50 COMPLETE! 


No Holes to Drill in Trunk Lid or Frame! 
i's Rem +... the newest sensation in continental rear-deck 
styling! NOT A FALS! E KIT. Slick new lines .. . more “continenta!”’ 
than ever! Your choice of solid-drum or open-face plate. Easier 
to in>rtall: uses existing holes, braces to frame. ‘ Tip-toe” re ea. 
lever tilts tire back smoothly, silently. PRE-ASSEMBLED tire corrier 
All parts but emblem included. Prime-coated. Chrome ring—$10 extra 
FORD 52-55, CHEV. 53-55, PONT. 53-54, PLY. 55, $49.50 compit. 


Specify make, year, model, tire size and if tubeless. 
Same kit for ‘54-'55 Olds oe | & 98); ‘55 Merc.; ‘55 Pontiac; 
PAL: sai ciniacaceiaercueethtnes -scckessdoienpesickbciuicaauehae 
(Chrome ring $10 extra. ) 





EQUAL SAVINGS ON — NEW 
“OPEN-FACE” KITS . 

All parts included. Tire dies back to open 
trunk. Authentic, original continenta: 
styling—open-face plate. Minimum drill- 
ing required, Chrome tire ring $10 extra. 


49-54 FORD June BUICK, MERC; 





& CHEV., $42.859 LINCOLN, $69.50 
52-53 MERC., $79.50 











ALL KITS Geeeenmney GUARANTEED—ORDER NOW AND SAVE! 





DES 25% depos roguieed. FOB L.A. 
m Postage C.0O.D. 3% tax in Calif 


3319-MT-9 So. Grand Ave. 
Los Angeles 7, Calif. 
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Hull-like, undercut lower body of the venerable Rumpler makes it look like a boat at times. Near-perfect 


WITHOUT A DOUBT one of the most unusual and 
fascinating cars I’ve ever driven was a Rumpler Drop 
Car, circa 1921, owned by Vernon Jarvis of the Silver 
Springs Museum in Florida. Only recently Ralph Bullion 
(of the museum staff) restored the car, then accom- 
panied Jarvis and the car to the opening of the Holly- 
wood Autocade (a permanent auto museum in Santa 
Monica, Calif.). When 1 saw the Rumpler there I 
made it a point to find out more about it and to get 
behind the wheel. 

There have been some strange tales about this car, among 
them that it was designed to be dropped from dirigibles, that 
it’s an aqua car (see MT, August 55), and that it’s amphibious. 
None of these stories are true; they're all press agents’ wild 
imaginings. There is certainly a close resemblance to the control 
cabin of a dirigible, and the degree of streamlining (tho erratic ) 
is remarkable for 1921. 

You can see from the photos that to get into the car is a long 
step up. With the 2 middle jump seats folded flat into the floor 
you step around to the front of the “pilot's” seat, and slip 
down behind the large-diameter steering, wheel. (The rim of 
the wheel is so big that a woman’s hand would just barely fit 
around it.) The instruments and switches are located in front 
of you on a wooden panel: the key starter and warning lights 
are in a cluster on the extreme left, then reading from left to 
right comie the electric heat gauge, the speedometer and odom- 
eter, the fuel level indicator (manometer), below it the horn 
button, and the oil pressure gauge. The spark and gas control 
are on the steering wheel (like a Model T), with the air-fuel 
mixture control attached to the side of the seat; the gearshift 
is on the floor to your right, with the handbrake to its right. 





RUMPLER 
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streamlining of some portions is oddly at variance with boxiness of others. Solitary eye furthers streetcar look 


Foot controls consist of accelerator located between the clutch 
and brake pedals. If you don’t think this is confusing just imagine 
hitting the accelerator when you should be braking! 

After my initial check-out by Ralph Bullion, I tried a test 
hop myself, with a full complement of passengers aboard. As 
I switched on the key and pushed the starter button, the starter 
gave forth with a whirring sound, then as the engine caught. 
the noise was replaced with a “chug-a-chug-a-chug-a.” I pushed 
in the clutch, shoved the gearshift forward into Ist, slowly 
released the clutch, and we eased forward. At about 15 mph 
I shifted into 2nd (down, over, and up) and at 30 double- 
clutched into 3rd (straight back ). 

Even tho the water-cooled 4-cylinder Continental engine is 
in the rear, I could hear it pulsating as we picked up speed. 
It wasn’t long before we were cruising along at 40-45 mph. 
(Ralph tells me he’s had it up to 60.) 

Vision to the front and sides is incomparable, with an expanse 
of glass starting at your left shoulder and making a complete 
180-degree circuit. To the rear it’s another story—there’s a tiny 
hole above the engine compartment thru which you can peer, 
but it’s much better having a co-pilot, who can even assist you 
when you want to change lanes (even tho you have metal flag 
turn signals ). 

The ride afforded by the quarter-elliptic springs (fully 5 
feet long each) front and rear gets better the farther back in 
the car you are: up front I noticed all the changes in road 
surface, while Pete Molson and Bob D’Olivo in the rear seat 
praised the ride and seat. 

Changing the Rumpler from a straight course is not a job 
for the weak of heart or limb; the steering is exceedingly stiff, 
even when you're rolling along at a comfortable speed. This, 
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Continental 4 powers Rumpler 
rear. Note big leaf spring (bottom) 


NORMALLY, WE TEST 4-door 
sedans so that you can make better 
comparisons between makes. Also, 
when I drive another model I gen- 
erally make it a sedan so that a 
like comparison can be made be- 
tween models. In the case of the 
55 Plymouth with powerpack (4- 
barrel carburetor and dual ex- 
hausts, 177 hp) it worked out 
slightly differently. 

The Chrysler factory in Los An- 
geles was originally to provide me 
with a powerpack sedan, but the 
time came to fit it into our sched- 
ule and the sedan was not yet 
available. Instead, Bob Dietz, re- 
gional manager, offered me the use 
of a convertible. “It won't be as 
lively as the sedan, tho,” he cau- 
tioned. “I know,” I replied, “but 
it will serve to make a point.” 
That point is this: powerpacks on 
the new cars are not entirely for 
giving them more power—they 

be used to good advantage in replacing 
i power in certain models. 

Convertibles and station wagons are 
bth heavier than sedans. In the case of 
e '55 Plymouth, the convertible weighs 
B54 pounds to the 4-door sedan’s 3710 
bunds. In terms of weight/power ratio, 
is is about 23.1 to 1 vs. 22.2 to 1. The 
ult is usually less acceleration, less pull 
grades, and sometimes less economy. 
you can get the power up to where the 
kight/power ratio is equal to or more 
an the sedan, the resultant performance 
uld also be that much better. The 
bwerpack does just this, dropping the 
nvertible’s ratio to 21.7 to 1. By compar- 
test figures on both cars we can see 
w this worked out in acceleration: 








its wheelbase of 140 inches, won’t win it any ease-of- 
fdling laurels. I jokingly proposed to drive the car back to 
ida for Jarvis, but I don’t think I'd be up to it. 

Stopping is another problem that Bullion hopes to lick. I 
to jam on the foot brake with all the weight and pressure 
my command, while Ralph had to provide reserve stopping 
er by pulling back on the handbrake from behind me. 





Test 167-hp Powerpack 
Condition Plymouth Plymouth 
Standing 14-mile 20.3 sec. 19.7 sec. 
(69.5mph) (74mph) 
0-60 13.2 13.1 
10-30 4.2 3.8 
30-50 5.5 4.6 
50-80 16.2 14.5 


You can see for yourself that the per- 
formance of the powerpack Plymouth 
(even tho heavier) is better than that of 
the stock Plymouth. It’s evident from 
both the standing start 4-mile and 50-80 
mph runs that most of the additional 
punch comes at the upper speed ranges. 
As far as shifting technique is concerned, 
all runs were made in DRIVE range, since 









Forward visibility (and ventilation) is 
great; steering ease rates close to zero 
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Driving the Rumpler Tropfen-Auto I had the peculiar feeling 
that I should be on tracks: it’s not unlike a trolley car. I hardly 
think that this is a car that will replace the trolley, however, 
or anything else for that matter. It 4s a most interesting car, 
tho, and one that you should surely see if you’re ever anywhere 
near the Silver Springs Museum. I’m sure happy I saw and 
drove it—even 34 years late. 





using LOW above the automatic upshift at 
62 mph gave no better time or speed. 

As far as fuel economy is concerned 
I did not make any level-road, steady- 
speed checks, but I kept accurate check 
of the Mobilgas Special I used. In driving 
609 miles over highway and thru week- 
end town traffic, the car averaged 14.0 
mpg. The test Plymouth sedan got 15.0 
mpg for 1134 miles. 

I'll have to admit one other thing: it’s 
pretty nice driving around in a convertible 
like the Plymouth in sunny climes. When 
it was warm, down went the top; when too 
warm, up it went with the rear window 
open. Frankly, I don’t think anything will 
ever replace the convertible. (Continued ) 


Aircleaner has been removed to show innards of powerpack Plymouth’s 4-barrel car- 
buretor. With dual exhausts, it gives V8 a modest boost of 10 horsepower (total 177) 
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To rear, a sort of tunnel vision is pro- 
vided by the V-shaped casement window 
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AIR-CONDITIONED NOMAD 
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BLOWN VW 


VWs, 


DON MACDONALD 


THIS WAS no ordinary wagon. Aside from having 
every conceivable driving-ease extra, it was equipped 
with Chevrolet's air-conditioning system. Hitting Balboa 
Island just as the morning mist lifted, we checked tem- 
perature and relative humidity within the smooth-rolling 
wagon (windows open, air conditioner off) and com- 
pared the readings with those outside. It was 3°F cooler 
inside the Nomad, but humidity was 47 per cent, 
compared to 43 per cent outside. Outside it was 80°. 
Buttoning up the wagon, turning on the air condi- 
tioner, humidity took a nose-dive to 28 per cent within 
5 minutes. In another 3 minutes it leveled off at 27 
per cent, with the system’s blowers turned from high 
to low position. Inside temperature was down to 71°. 
Later, with outside temperature hovering above 90°, 
we took a 41 per cent humidity reading. And inside the 
sweltering Nomad— it had been parked for nearly an 
hour with all windows and vents closed—our Taylor 
hygrometer showed a damp (52 per cent humidity ) 
at 96°. (Car’s cream-colored roof kept inside temperature 
c nsiderably lower than it would have been.) But 
again, in 5 minutes the Nomad’s air conditioner had 
lowered interior temperature to 80° (with windows 
still closed), dropping relative humidity within the car 
to an amazing 32 per cent. 
In testing the Chevy conditioner’s effectiveness under 


these heavy-load conditions, we had the blowers on full-bore, the 
fast-idle hand throttle out all the way for maximum compressor 
output, and the cooling air coming from the dashboard nozzles. 





Chromed nozzle directs cool air; controls (right) are simple 


ONE OF THE VARIED ACTIV- 
ITIES of Art 
Laboratories is being a dealer for 
the Pepco supercharger. This little 
(17 pounds, 4x6x8% inches) 
unit is made by Progressive En- 
gine Products Co. 
South Street, Akron, Ohio) and 
fits any engine up to 91 cubic 
inches. Kits are available for MGs, 
American Motors Metro- 
politans, Morris Minors, and Austin A30s 
and 40s. Essentially, it’s a 3-lobe, Roots- 
type, and the straight-cut gears sound 
like 10 screaming banshees at top rpm. 








We tried Art's Pepco’d Volkswagen {a 
other weekend, and found a satisfactoy| Mid 
increase in performance but also a hig i 
noise level. “ 

Most 36-horsepower VWs will do abou 
68 mph top. With a Pepco installed, bij Q 
jumps to 48 and top speed to about 7 
More important, 0-60 acceleration cap 
now be accomplished in approximately 2] 
seconds, allowing you to keep up with 
contemporary American traffic with littely 
or no strain. 

If you can stand the relatively low cog w 
(about $190 installed) and the noise, it 
makes a delightful little car even mote 6, 










Stuart’s X-Ray 
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Varying conditions during a half-hour of observation illustrate La 
the usefulness of the Nomad’s cooler: Windows closed, ait|@ 
intake vents open, inside temperature 90°, humidity 47 per 
cent; windows, air vents open for a quarter of an hour, tem-| Whi 
perature 83°, humidity 37 per cent (normal summer drivingfir? O 
conditions ). Driving along for another 15 minutes with win-fhe lev 
dows, vents closed, cooling system on maximum, temperatutejudden 
stabilized at 77°, humidity settled at a comfortable 29 per centpeedle 

What did Chevrolet say we should have experienced while | b: 
using their air conditioner? Fritz Bruder, sales manager offte tac 
Hollywooc’: Lew Williams Chevrolet (we used Lew’s personalferved 
Nomad for this pleasurable test) told us as we took off that 
we could expect a 10° drop from outside air temperature. (That's 
important, for it’s the relief of a drop in temperature, not 
necessarily the actual minimum temperature that spells comfo 

And Chevrolet Engineering issues this statement: “No oth 
car air-conditioning system . . . parallels the Chevrolet syste 
in ease and accuracy of humidity control, a factor long recognizedyy 
as essential to all-weather comfort.” ¥ 

Ease? Yes. An aircraft-type knob, a small blower switchhy 
with a mate for your choice of inside (recirculating) air or outgpy 
side air. Accuracy? We never noticed a change in comfort com-{® 
ditions once the system was set. ; 

Is humidity control essential to comfort? Because we werenthy # 
equipped with scientific suits with built-in thermocouples apa 
every seam, all we can pass along are the figures given herepy 
and our personal comments. Not only was this trip enjoyab 
from the no-dust, no-windblast aspect; our dog didn’t want tpy 
stick his head out the window. =. 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS generally 
stick with you for a long time, way 
after you may have formed an en- 
tirely different opinion from the 
one you had originally. It’s so with 
the Studebaker coupe. I remember 
getting the feeling when I Ist sat 
in the hardtop coupe (right after 
the °53 introduction) that it was 
more like a sports car than any 
other hardtop I'd been in. Today 
when I sat in the Speedster I felt 
exactly the same way. The wheel is 
more or less in your lap, your legs 
are out horizontally (but not too 
much so), the windshield is close 
to you, and to further the illusion, 
not only are all the gauges big, 
circular, black-and-white dials 
(Thank heaven someone had the 
courage!) but there’s also a tach. 


ur, tem-| What’s the good of a tach :n such a 
drivinghar? One time I started in LOW, moved 


ith win- 


he lever to DRIVE, but no shift came A 


peratureludden glance at the tach showe. te 


per centheedle rapidly climbing over 500U 


uid 


d whilefo | backed off on the throttle. Without 
ager offte tach I might have dangerously over- 
personalfewed the engine. 
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DURING A RECENT STAY in 
Detroit I had an opportunity to 
get away from the sweltering, 
over-90° heat by driving a °55 
Dodge with air conditioning. The 
lst time I got into the car it was 
scorching inside and out. I turned 
on the blower, set the conditioner 
at COOL, closed the windows ex- 
cept for one vent, and drove out 
into traffic. For just the Ist few 
minutes I felt uncomfortable, but 
within a short 10-minute period I 
closed the windvent and began 
to enjoy the fresh, cool air. 

Driving on out of the city I 
soon began to enjoy another little- 
publicized advantage of an air- 
conditioned ~car. Fishflies, some- 
times called June bugs, began to 
splatter the windshield. 


I saw other drivers fight them out 
their cars I breathed a sigh of relief. 


To go with the Speedster’s feel of a 
sports car are its exceptional handling 
characteristics. You can throw it into a 
turn that would find you in the brush with 
another car, but you can sense when it’s 
about to go out of control. So, with a turn 
of the wheel (too many turns, true) and 
more throttle, you’re out of trouble. To go 
with its good roadability is its equally 
good ease of handling. Its size, power, 
visibility, and light steering all add up to 
making it a package simple to whip in and 
out of traffic. 

The 185-hp engine in the Speedster gets 
it from point A to point B a bit faster than 
the adequately powerful President engine. 
From a standstill to 60 mph takes around 
12% seconds ( a second better), and from 
50 it gets to 80 in about 13 seconds (2 
seconds faster). The Borg-Warner auto- 
matic transmission shifts out of low into 
intermediate, then into high with consid- 
erable smoothness. It’s only at the lower 
speeds when you floorboard it that you 
get an uncomfortable lurch. 

Traveling fast over rough asphalt or con- 
crete, there’s too much shake in the car, 
but on smooth surfaces and at very high 
speeds I never once felt uneasy. Don Mac- 








Simple controls of Dodge’s AirTemp con- 
ditioner, requiring no stretch from driv- 
er, make installation a cinch to operate 


BOB MACKENZIE 





BOB MACKENZIE 


is still unlike other 
cars’, makes the Speedster fun to drive 


Driving position 


Donald, who rode as my passenger from 
Chicago to Detroit, said that only once 
did he begin to feel uncomfortable and 
that was when IJ approached a curve which 
he thought I was taking too fast. The cen- 
trifugal force started to make him lean t0- 
ward the door, but as I gave it more 
throttle he straightened up. As he put it, 
“My confidence in the car was restored.” 























Only outside indications that car is air 
conditioned are hooded intakes at rear 
quarter. Outlet keeps rear passengers cool 
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McBar Adaptor Housings 


MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION 
e@ CF-52—Cad and Olds to '52-54 Ford & Mere 
e CF-50—Cad and Olds to "49-51 Ford & Mere 
e CF-40—Cad and Olds to "32-48 Ford & Merc, Lincoln, 
Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck 
e $2-LF-52—Lincoln OHV to '52-54 Ford & Mere 
52-LF-50—Lincoln OHV to '49-51 Ford & Mere 
52-LF-40—Lincoln OHV to ‘32-48 Ford & Mere 
| F-40—-'49-51 Line, FH to °32-48 Ford-Merc-Line, ete. 
CRF.52—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to '52-53 Ford & Mere 
e CRF-50—'51-53 Chrysler V8 to ‘49-51 Ford & Mere 
e CRF-40—'51-53 Chrysler to "32-48 Ford & Mere 
e CSM—Cad & Olds to ‘53-54 Stude manual transmission 
« CSA—Cad and Olds to Stude automatic transmission 
FREE CATALOG—CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
taquiry invited. Proper clutch recommendations 
McBar Machine Shop, inc. 
65 N Miami St., P 


ind., Phone 5155 or 6200 
“CUE TATTETTASTEATEATA AERA L 









Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 
siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 
Easily operated from properly wired 


Complete with 
Twin Carbon Arc 
Terch and acces- 


sories ¢ 10 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 
haadie all metai- aift with a life-long use. Order 
c ait work today on 10 day money back guarantee 


Lite:a.ure on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 South Federal St., Chicago 16, Illinois, Dept. F27-J 


0 fx "| ENGINE | 


ADAPTERS 


+ARGEST SELECTION—TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED FIT—DEALERS ONLY 


CRAGAR EQUIPMENT CO. | 


3663 Gage Ave. 
HERE IS THE SECRET OF 
1) 








Bell 49, Calif. 











FOR YOUR ENGINE 


Do you want a real surge of power from 
your engine when you tickle the accelera- 
tor? Want quick getaway and speed? 
Then you neal a Power-Jector! 


The Power-Jector is a new, amazingly 
effective water-alcoho!l injection system 
that actually increases and retains the op- 
erating efficiency originally designed into 
today’s high compression engines. 


THE POWER-JECTOR REMOVES CARBON 
FROM YOUR ENGINE, PREVENTS DETO- 
NATION, INCREASES GASOLINE MILE- 
AGE, STOPS STICKY VALVES AND PRO- 
TECTS SPARK PLUGS. 

Over 15,000 satisfied customers prove the 
outstanding value of the POWER-JECTOR. 
Fill in the coupon today and get full infor- 
mation on this truly effective, low cost 
unit. Send the coupon in right now, be- 




















fore you do another thing . . . no obli- 
gation. 

r — — _— — — —— — teal 7" 

POWER-JECTOR 

| WAAG ENTERPRISES | 
3110 Broadview Road, Cleveland 9, Ohio 

| Send complete information on Power-Jector | 
Name 

| Address. ] 

o City Zone. State. 
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Tempted 
by a 
Trailer? 


by Jim Potter 


ACATIONING NOWADAYS takes on 

a home-like atmosphere if you follow 
the growing trend to pull a trailer (par- 
ticularly one of the popular 15-foot “wvaca- 
tion” trailers) on that 2-week jaunt into the 
back country, or to the South now that it’s 
thinking of getting chilly again. 

We did just that recently, using a 1955 
Ford Ranch Wagon powered with the 162- 
horsepower V8 and equipped with overdrive 
(automatic transmissions are also excellent) 
to do the job of towing a 1500-pound (minus 
our baggage) Lakewood trailer. Just about 
any of the '55 cars have the necessary power 
to pull a vacation trailer of this size; however, 
the heavier-built and more powerful car will 
come out ahead at the end of a trailer-pull- 
ing stint because of less wear and strain on 
the engine, transmission, and differential. It’s 
a good idea, too, to check carefully with 
your car dealer: some new-car guarantees are 
voided by trailer pulling. 

Our trailer had facilities to sleep 5, a sink, 
ice box, 3-burner butane stove with oven, 
ample closet and cupboard space, and a 
large luggage area for our fishing and mis- 
cellaneous camping equipment under the one 
ready-made bed. It rented for $35 per week. 

Hooking up the trailer to the Ranch 
Wagon was a fairly simple task. You have 
to buy or rent a hitch that attaches to the 
frame of the car; bumper hitches are not sat- 
isfactory. A satisfactory hitch can be bought 
for about $10, and installed in a matter of 
minutes. Avoid a rear-axle overload of more 
than 500 pounds. With a heavy trailer it’s 
best to use a dolly and retain the car’s stand- 
ard springing. If no dolly is used, overload 
springs or Air Lifts are suitable. Electrical 
connections for the trailer’s running side and 
tail lights, signal, and stoplights mean you 
have to make a temporary tie-in at your 
car’s tail light. The Ford’s 6-volt electrical 
system was inadequate to operate both the 
trailer’'s and car’s signal lights, so we hooked 
it up to only the trailer’s set. In many cases, 
tho, a heavy-duty generator will provide 
enough power for car and trailer lights. It’s 
a very good idea, too, to readjust your head- 
lights to compensate for the nose-up that 
will result from the weight on the rear. 

Obviously a trailer of any size requires its 
own brakes—the electrically actuated ones 
are very good. Most dealers will not accept 
guarantee responsibility if hydraulic brakes 
are tapped into the car’s system. In any case 
it's best to have an expert do the brake 
hookup, and be sure. 

Overheating can be a problem while pull- 
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ing a trailer, so keep an eye on the tem 
perature gauge. There are several cures 

overheating, the simplest being to use a 
manent antifreeze (that doesn’t mean mm 
should leave it permanently in your car) 
Other variations that help are changing rear 
axle ratio, and using a larger radiator or faq 
or a higher-capacity pressure cap. 

How about the difference in the way ou 
car handled and performed with a ton 9 
rolling weight attached? At Ist, the dra 
that the trailer added was very noticeable 
The acceleration loss was obvious immediate 
ly, so we heeded the advice given us 
the trailer rental firm and kept our rig of 
the right side of the road at all times s 
faster traffic could pass easily. In city trafh 
it’s a good idea to watch the signals so q 
to hit the green light whenever possible 
Eliminating unnecessary stops paid off by r¢ 
ducing the extra strain on our car (an 
nerves). Quick stops can be downright dan 
gerous, so we kept our distance (about 30 
feet) from the car in front of us. 

Shifting gears is important when pulling 
a trailer. It was easier on the Ford’s eng 
to stay in low gear until the rig was roll 
along nicely before shifting into 2nd, # 
to shift into high at about 30 mph. W 
approaching a hill (if traffic conditions 
mitted) we speeded up to avoid some $§ 
ing, but always shifted into 2nd if we slo¥ 
to 25 mph, and to Ist below 20. Overdf 
made it possible to shift down to cony¥ 
tional high gear with the accelerator 
And, in mountainous country, we kept 
car in 2nd gear (both overdrive and 
ventional). Speaking of curves, we 
learned that taking them fast was a dafl 
ous performance. 

Speed limit with a trailer in most s 
only 45 mph. We tried it at higher sp 
and found that altho control was maintail 
we could sense the dangers involved. 
doesn’t recommend higher speeds under 
circumstances. That load behind you @ 
turn into a veritable weapon should 
brakes fail to function. 

The test of the 162-hp '55 Ford ( 
MT) reported a fuel consumption of 
miles per gallon tank average for 1386 mi 
Pulling a trailer for 770 miles, which 
cluded considerable driving over so 
“high-gear” mountain roads (from sea | 
to 7200 feet altitude) , brought fuel consun 
tion down to 9.7 mpg (or an overall loss 
28 per cent). This fuel consumption woul 
drop even more if you pulled a larger, hed 
ier trailer. 
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Looks like a million... 
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Drives like a dream! 


cures fo 

use a Pet 

mean on 
ia & AKE a good look at the clean, trim beauty formers, they save you big money on gas, 

& tear ° ° F 
tor or fad just below. Here’s the long, low road- in the bargain! 
design you’ve been looking for . . . stream- What’s more, Studebaker sports models 
ay "7 lines that grow out of real performance. No are not cramped two-seaters. Every one is 
0 0} . al . . = . 

the dra lazy weight. Far less wind drag. Anda glued- _ built to travel 5 people in real comfort. 
noticeable to-the-road sureness that means relaxed, safe Go see your Studebaker dealer. Take a 
= a travel for you. Studebaker sports model out on the open 
ut rig of Under the hood, there’s a tornado ofaction- highway and wind it up for an hour. We 
times power ... and a choice of three great engines _— guarantee . . . you'll enjoy a brand new thrill 
aa pe ... two blazing V-8s and a sparkling Six. _in power, pace, handling ease. 

possible But for all the brilliant power and pace And note this. Studebaker sports model 
off by te Studebaker builds into these dazzling per- _ prices start in the lowest price field! 
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Studebaker...so much better made...worth more when you trade! 





See Studebaker-Packard’s TV Digest—a nationwide weekly feature on the ABC television network 
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A prevailing rumor has been that AAA 
and SCCA are on the outs. Speaking be- 
fore SCCA’s Detroit region, Jim Lamb, 
Secretary of the AAA Contest Board (and 
SCCA member) made a big step toward 
clearing up the rumor. Said Lamb, “AAA 
regards SCCA highly. Our one thought is 
to cooperate. However, we will never sanc- 
tion a road race, in which speed is the 
determining factor, on the public high- 
ways . .. no one has the right to deny the 
public access to roads that they have paid 
for.” But Lamb emphasized the AAA’s in- 
terest in establishing good Grand Prix 
courses in this country and said that AAA 
would sanction rallies or trials on public 
roads in which existing speed limits were 
observed. He hinted too that on govern- 
ment-owned thoroughfares, such as the 
Blue Ridge Parkway, it might be possible 
to close the road down for an all-out race 
. . . A Ford Zephyr driven by Messrs. 
Preston and Marwaka plowed 2490 miles 
thru Kenya, Uganda, and Tanganyika to 
win South Africa’s 3rd Coronation Safari, 
a reliability trial . . . Johnny Thomson, 
who has been the hottest driver in the cir- 
cuit, was leading the AAA _ 100-Mile 


Championship Race at Langhorne, Pa., but 

















Event winners strike a victory pose after the 2nd Hawaii Road 
Race. The races were held on a 2.34-mile Oahu airport course 
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a crash took him out of it and then rain 
before the halfway mark took everybody 
out of it. A week later the race started 
again with Jimmy Bryan leading on the 


44th lap. Nobody caught Bryan but just 10 . 


seconds behind him was smooth-driving 
Bob Sweikert, current AAA point leader. 
Watch Sweikert—if his cautiously consist- 
ent tactics pay off he'll be the first cam- 
paigner since Wilbur Shaw to win Indy 
and AAA in the same year... The fast- 
growing (261 members) Jaguar Owners 
Association held its 1st big annual meet- 
ing in Quebec. With a big turnout, events 
galore, and royal Canadian treatment 
throughout the meeting, “Canadian Capers” 
promises to become a much anticipated 
yearly event... 


Just after the Le Mans tragedy, Mercedes- 
Benz’ Chairman of the Board, Dr. Koe- 
necke, spoke at a special press conference: 
“We do not .. . intend to sacrifice in 
further racing events our respect for 
human lives to technical development 
showing the limits of human _poten- 
tiality. We have already some time ago 
decided not to take part in Grand Prix 
races in 1956. . . we seriously consider 


SAM KRAUSS 





by Al Kidd 


the question whether we shall not 
obliged to retire from Grand Prix racif 
already this year if the requirements I } 
mentioned [for safety and fairness to sp 
tators and drivers} are not met.” 
Zandvoort, meanwhile, Fangio roared 
a Mercedes victory in the Dutch Gran 
Prix to all but clinch his 2nd straig 
world championship .. . 












ll kin 


If NASCAR’s Bill Francé has his wa 


(and he’s already signed the contracts 


there will be a new Daytona Bead 


t. Ec 


speedway by 1956. Plans call for a bipe 4:° 





214-mile triangular asphalt track with aqi#setat 
commodations for 80,000 spectators. hill, 
300-mile race for Indianapolis cars is conp'ilder 
templated for 1956, and to wind wy 
1957’s Speedweek (it will be a month bpetes ¢ 
then): a 500-mile stock car race . , SASCA 
Down under, a group of Australians witfosition 
Aston Martin DB3S sports cars formed} !. O 
new competition team and tabbed it ty 2 ‘ 
Kangaroo Stable. Their 1st big effort wa}. | 
the 12-hour race on the Iles d’Or circuif 4 © 
After a race-long duel with Ferrari, d. 
garoo’s Aston Martins settled for = 6 1 
stantial 2nd, 3rd, and 4th .. . After 5j 7. 
cars had climbed 5.2 miles up Vermont ; P 
S| 
ll. 
august 12. St 


20, AAA 100-Mile Champ Race, Springfield, 
21, SCCA Race, Akron, Ohio. 

28, AAA 200-Mile Champ Race, Milwaukee, 
28, AACA Glidden Tour, Niagara Falls, N. 


september 

3-4, CSCC Race, Santa Barbara, Calif. 
5, AAA 100-Mile Champ Race, Du Quoin, 
5, NASCAR 500-Mile Race, Darlington, S.C. 
5, SCCA Race, Kansas City, Kan. ; 
5, AAA Hillclimb, Pikes Peak, Colo. 

17, SCCA Race, Watkins Glen, N.Y. 

17, AAA 100-Mile Champ Race, Indiana 


october 

1-2 SCCA Continental Divide Rally, Dura 
Colo. 

1, AAA 200-Mile Champ Race, Darlington, 

9, NASCAR 300-Mile Race, Memphis, Tenn. 

14-23, International Motor Revue, Los Ang 

16, AAA 100-Mile Champ Race, Sacrament 


november 

6, AAA 100-Mile Champ Race, Phoenix, 

20, AAA 100-Mile Champ Race, Las Vegas, 

23-27, MSCA Great American Mountain Ra 
New York. 
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ontracts : 
1 Beac#lt. Equinox, no one was even close to 


or a bipe 4:53.55 turned in by Bill Lloyd’s 
with adlaserati. Aside from being new king of 
ators, Me hill, Lloyd gets possession of the Bob 
5 is conWilder Memorial Trophy... 

vind u 

ionth bylere’s the latest box score for cars in the 
ce , , NASCAR Grand National Circuit: 

ans withosition Car CarsRunning Points % 


ormedj 1. Oldsmobile 143 414 .290 
d it thy 2. Chrysler -- 57 235: S12 
Fort waj 3. Hudson 78 130 .167 
- circui 4. Chevrolet 50 o> .170 
ri, Kan} 5. Dodge 39 68 .174 
a sub) 6. Mercury 21 46 .219 
frer 54 7. Buick 16 36.225 
-rmont} 8. Plymouth 24 15 .063 
9. Ford 10 6 .060 
10. Packard 6 4 .067 
ll. Nash 6 4 .067 
12. Studebaker 10 2 .020 


field, Mother makes of cars competing, Cadillac 
ee, wig'd Lincoln. ) 
Is, N 


Le Mans and Levegh 


10in, Mesioner Brooks Stevens talked to race 
.C. Micial Paul Faroux right after the Le 

ans accident. Faroux told him that Mer- 

kdes wanted to retire immediately after 
napelievesh’s crash but officials would not 
low it. With Mercedes out of the race 
housands of people would have left, jam- 
hing the roads and making it impossible 
n, $f femove the injured spectators. Mercedes 
an. fad great respect for Pierre Levegh, whose 
ingelefeat on the 55 Mercedes team was partly 
imeni® tribute to his heroic effort in "52. That 
ear Mercedes won when Levegh was 
rced to retire his leading Talbot after 
3 straight hours at the wheel. 


vrang 


be 
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kinds of trouble at Hansen Dam’s tricky Turn 


Haystacks in the city limits: a race for Los Angeles 


LOS ANGELES, a hotbed of sports-car 
activity, had never had a road race within 
its city limits. But the competition-minded 
California Sports Car Club located a tor- 
tuously short (1.3 miles) twisting course 
near Hansen Dam. Up went the grand- 
stands, snow fences, and haybales and on 
came the cars for the 1st Los Angeles Road 
Race. After 2 days of hot competition 
everyone knew that deceivingly sharp Turn 
2 was a hot spot and the crowds flocked 
there for the final race. The hay got a good 
workout (see photos) but nobody got hurt. 

The main event was a 4-man duel. Tom 
Bamford with a big 4.5 Ferrari was the 





2, but winner Ernie McAfee (lower right) gets thru it with ease 


Ist leader. Then Bill Pollack took the 
lead away from him with the Baldwin 
Mercury. Bill Murphy’s fast Kurtis-Buick 
was running a consistent 3rd. But way 
back in the pack and literally coming on 
like blue blazes (115 mph down the short 
straight) was Ernie McAfee on a gleaming 
blue Monza Ferrari. By the halfway mark 
McAfee had passed everything in sight 
and from then on the Ferrari just howled 
its way to the checkered flag and a 58.7- 
mph race average. It was a big day for 
Ernie and the 40,000 people who watched 
him, and at last Los Angeles had had its 
road race. (Continued on next page) 


L‘EQUIPE 


Pierre Levegh, shown here just before his fatal crash, employing the very successful 
Mercedes dive brake. It was used at Le Mans on all turns after long fast straights 






MOTOR TREND/SEPTEMBER 1955 57 





















NO MORE 
CAR OVERHEATING! ! 


OVERHEATING cuts down engine power, speeds 
oil breakdown, increases wear, increases repair 
bills and robs you of driving enjoyment. 
PREVENT OVERHEATING by cleaning rust, scale 
and sludge out of the cooling system. 

1ON-20 and RADI-CARE cooling [a cleaners do 
the job. You will see the dirt drain out and the 
i of the radiator look and feel like new after 
« complete cleaning. 

SEND $1.98 for RADI-CARE for normal cleaning or 
$3.00 for ION-20 if aoe. to overheat. Free lit- 
erature and testi 





WONG LABORATORIES 
3259 Madison Road Cincinnati 9, Ohio 


ST a 
Get PYRDIL 


CLEANS + LUBRICATES 
RESTORES LOST POWER 


” in your gas tank 
StOps ping. protects spark plugs, 
eo IS prevents valve burning, eliminates 
nog oe Z It increases rn 


Get Pyroil “A” 
cost... # pays! 


SUPER LUBRICANTS + WORLO FAMOUS SINCE 


FREE CATALOG 


packed with cut-price bargains 


ON FREE TRIAL! 


It’s yours free—a sensational catalog of na- 
tionally-advertised automotive instruments 
and accessories, all bargain-priced, all avail- 
able on a seven-day FREE TRIAL offer! Write 
for your copy today! 








SPECIAL! Famous Autosphere PERF-O- 1 
METERS, nationally advertised in MOTOR Jj 
TREND for $27.95, now only $9.95! Brand I 
new, original cartons! Supply limited! a 
Order on 7-day free trial (plus postage), 
or send $9.95 and we pay postage! i 
Money-back guarantee! } 








NEW ENGLAND SURPLUS SALES CO. 
Dept. MT 9-5, Newburyport, Mass. 


Reading This 
essage Could Be 
the Most Important 
40 Seconds In Your Life 


From every indication Auto Body 
and Fender Repair work will 
continue to be one of America’s 
Big Income fields. Here at U.E.I. we're train- 
ing men for it—a proven plan that combines 
spare-time, home study and actual shop prac- 
Men from coast to coast have successfully com- 
course in Auto Body and Fender 

















tice. 
pleted the U.E.I. 
Repair—many earned money while learning—many now 


have their own shops. What about you? Isn’t this the 

time for you to see what this big-pay field offers you? 

Do this: Mail the coupon below and we'll send you 

our big, descriptive book, ‘‘Opportunities.’’ It’s Free— 

Mail the Coupon. 

UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE, Chicago 14, | 
Founded 1927 


2 AS SS Se Se SS GS SD SAND SS GE SD GS aS ee ae amy 


g UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE | 
2523 Sheffield Ave., Dept. XAN-22, Chicago 14, nage 


Please send, Free, Your Book “‘Opportunities.”’ 





NAME (print).. AGE...... | 

0 SE ~ a 
j city sisatieinnenenieat (Zone) ......-STA TE ....ccecsecceon-- 

pl) Check here for information if you are under 17. 
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Then at Oklahoma City, Okla., before the 
AAA sprint-car race was one lap old, 
young Jerry Hoyt had hit the wall and 
been rushed off to the hospital in serious 
condition. An Indianapolis veteran at 26, 
Hoyt won the pole position for the ’55 










“500” and this achievement coupled yj 
his consistent performances on dirt trad 
had marked him as a man to watch, } 
Jerry Hoyt died in the hospital and any 
mobile racing has lost one of its fing 
championship prospects. 


Shown here storming along in a big 4.5 Ferrari is Carroll Shelby on his way t 
main event win in the Ist National SCCA Race at Torrey Pines, Calif. Texan She 
covered the 40 laps (about 100 miles) at a 65.7-mph average to edge out Phil Hi 








Here’s the works of the Hemphill brake, a metering control valve about 
as big as your fist. Like other “power” brakes, it’s operated by vacuum 


As the clutch goes, 


ACK IN THE '40s Americans slowly be- 
came accustomed to the vanishing clutch 
pedal. Now we have entered into the era of 
the huge brake pedal, but, believe it or not, 
that could be the next to go. Hemphill, Inc., 
has developed a new automatic brake that 
operates from the accelerator, making a brake 
pedal, as such, totally unnecessary. 

The heart of the Hemphill system is a fist- 
sized metering control valve that mounts on 
the firewall of any car and operates from a 
vacuum takeoff. Along with this, an extra inch 
of travel is added to the accelerator. The ac- 
celerating portion of the travel remains the 
same. Of the extra portion the 1st 44-inch is a 
neutral zone in which the car coasts just as it 
would with a normal setup when you back off 
the accelerator. The final 34-inch is the brak- 
ing zone, in which the brakes automatically 
go on, but unaided by you. 

The principle is this: as soon as you ease 
up on the accelerator, as you normally would 
when about to stop, the braking action takes 
place and the car hauls to a smooth fast stop. 
The time it takes to move your foot from the 
accelerator to the brake pedal is eliminated, 


so goes the brake 








and the manufacturers say that braking 
tances are reduced up to 60 per cent. 

In addition, the system employs a 
Control, which lets you maintain steady 
way speeds without pressiug on the ac 
tor. When you reach a desired speed, Jo 
push a button which holds the acceleratot 
place. A slight pressure on the pedal disef 
gages this control. Or, in an emergenq, 
tap on the horn ring releases the accele: 
and simultaneously employs the auto 
brake for a quick stop. 

Once this system becomes familiar, it coul 
be a great device for safety and car control. 
sharp cornering, for example, you could sl 
into the braking zone momentarily and th4 
press down for more power at the right tim 
—all of this without ever moving your fo 
from the accelerator. Right now the automal 
brake is in the accessory stage (it can bei 
stalled on most cars in about an hour). If 
proves successful and popular, the brake ped 
may join the clutch pedal as an increasing 
rare relic of the past. 

MT will report on how the brake wol 
and our reaction to it in a future iss 
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ORLD’S FINEST SPARK PLUGS, by 

ge of England, have solid platinum 
dlectrodes, wide heat range. Can’t cor- 
fode or burn out . . . outlast average 
qr. The only plug fine enough for Rolls 
Royce! Gold-soldered inner seals, dia- 
frond-ground seats. Fit all American & 
foreign cars (we ship correct model). 
last “‘forever’’! Pay for themselves. $3.75 
tach. Item #1. Ppd. 










ADJUSTABLE SPARK TIMER. Gives 
top efficiency under all conditions! No 
need to compromise with ‘‘all-purpose’’ 
timing. Bandimere Adjustable Timing Se- 
lector lets you “‘tune’’ spark while you 
drive to compensate for engine load, alti- 
tude, fuel octane, fast driving, etc. Does 
not interfere with regular spark ad- 
vance. Mounts easily under dash—instruc- 
tions incl. $6.95. Item 42. Ppd. 


STREAMLINE YOUR CAR with 3D-Lite 
Headlamp Domes. Sleek, luminous domes 
make your car visible from side for safe- 
Protect headlamps and reduce wind 
resistance, too. 3-D’s give an attractive 
THIRD-DIMENSIONAL effect. Can be 
installed easily in 10 minutes . . . fit 
under headlamp lens retaining ring. One 
model fits all cars. Were $4.95. Now, only 
$2.95 pr. Item #3. Ppd. 


ty. 


AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES) 


SE eg ge AR 




















1EKKIFIC KEY-TIE-CLIP. Does much 
more than hold your tie in place. Fin- 
ished in glistening 14-K gold plate with 
a beautiful color-crest of your make of 
car . . . mounted on a blank key . . . 
easily cut to fit your ignition. Wonderful 
*‘lock-out’’ insurance . .. use it to un- 
lock or drive your car! Outstanding at- 
tention getter . . . and a real bargain, 
too. Only $1.95. Item #4. Ppd. 


ae 











TIRES GO STRAIGHT when you install 


the-e amazing new Micro-Lok Spindle 
Nuis! 62-point Micrometric head holds 
front wheels in precise alignment. Stops 
“snake-tracking,”’ assures safe, controlled 
iteering. Tires last 5,000 miles longer— 





aves bearings, brake linings! Easy to 
install. Insist on Micro-Loks. For all 
rare, $2.95 per set. Item #5. Ppd. 
GENUINE /@ , 
S\, HOLT'S | 
A BEFORE 


RING 
JOB 
INA ° 
TUBE 


RE-VITALIZES “TIRED’’ ENGINES. 
Holt’s Piston Seal restores NEW LIFE, 
it NEW POWER to your sluggish engine! 
Unscrew spark plugs, squeeze Holt’s into 
nm holes. Engine heat forms self-expanding 
teal . . . boosts compression, cuts oil 
guzzling like magic! Ends piston slap. 
Insist on Holt’s—no other. Insured by 














Lloyd’s of London. Can’t harm finest en- 
gine. Only $4.95. Item #9. Ppd. 
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aC! Pie! 

ratot 

1 d i ef md As a 
. REAL OK “FALSIES’’? Change your 
SeNCy, F black tires to gleaming white sidewalls 
eleratq i minutes, this easy, inexpensive way! 


Super-strength bonding permanently welds 
white latex circles to tire walls. Specify 
wheel size. Thick 100% Pure White 


toma 





P tex, P with app kit. 
It COU} Each $3.25; set of 4, $9.80; set of 5, 
rtrol, § $11.95. Item #13. 

ald 





nd thd «6 FREE! GIANT NEW CATALOG! wee es RSS Seesaw DIA BY MAIL TODAY! Satistaction ‘ 
he tig j ntains thousands of S guaranteed or money back! Send money | 
3 speed, power, economy with order and we pay postage any- 1 
“a products—many not yet —~ ¥ a ee oe 1 
toms available in stores. Sent posit required on C.0.D.’s (Ne C.0.D. ovt- ! 
| be free with order for any side U.S.A.) California residents add 3% | 
). If item above. (Otherwise, Sales Tax. ' 
e pel send 25c for postage, han- ! Gentlemen: Please rush me the Hems-circled at right) 1: 2.3.456789 1011 12.13 14.15 16 4 
all dling.) Get yours today— , 5 
; ‘ shop from your armchair. My ear Is: Yeor____ Mode! No. Cyi__. ]  $. P 
- wo DEALERS ATTENTION. Help meet de- {Nome Full Price Enclosed. ; 
_. J mand in your area for Hi-performance Address ¢ ' 
 'S equipment. Write on your letterhead for jf ¢ity Pea State 20% Deposit.Send C.0.D. . 

new wholesale catalog—just off the press! 4 - 5 
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GET TWO MORE MPG! Gane Air-Jet 
Needle replaces stock idling jet, feeds en- 
gine proper gas-air mixture. Stops ‘“‘over- 
loading’ with raw gas, ends carbon build- 
up Precision drilled, complete with Filter 
Cap. Try 10 days—full refund if not 
amazed. Install in 3 minutes. Specify 
make of carburetor (2 needed for dual 
throat). $1.50 each. Item #6. Ppd. 


Improved - Lifetime Fuel Filter 
with Bronze Element 





POROUS BRONZE GASOLINE FILTER 
prevents ‘“‘gumming-up.”’ Keeps carburetor 
perfectly tuned! Improved-Lifetime ele- 
ment “‘screens-out” all gums, tars, mois- 
ture trom gasoline, prevents fouling. Bet- 
ler vaporization . . . enjoy extra mileage, 
more power and pick-up. No moving parts, 
‘asts forever. Fits all cars—easy to install. 


Now only $2.95. Item #10. Ppd. 








BRAKING AND ACCELERATION 
WITH TRACTION MASTER 





—S OSs 


BRAKING WITHOUT 












55 PUWER tOR YOUR OLDER CAR! 
**Power-Thin” Gasket (type used on many 


55’s) gives surging power, terrific gas 
economy! Equals milling head approx. 
.060”. Boosts compression up to 21%! 


Guaranteed Blow-Out proof. Precision pat- 
terned for each make. Avail. all cars. Solid 
copper, $6.75; Solid Aluminum, 3.95. 
(V-8 pair, same price). Item #7. Ppd 






MILLIONS OF MICROSCOPIC ‘Roller 
Bearings’’ stop engine wear, increase gas 
mileage! Genuine Auto-Moly, compound- 
ed of Molybdenum Disulphide (MoSg2), 
finest lubricant known. 427% more pres- 
sure-resistant, 110% more heat-resistant, 
40% more slippery than oil! 60-sec. 
treatment plates moving parts with fric- 
tion-proof, Moly film—$1.00. (2-treat- 


ment size, $1.79.) Item #11. Ppd. 








MAGNAPLUG 
DESTROYS ACID 
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ACCELERATION WITHOUT 

TAKE OFF LIKE A RAPID RABBIT— BROMO FOR ENGINE ACIDS. “Magna- 
prevent rear end bucking. Traction plug’”’ Oil Purifier replaces crankcase 
Master stops drive-line ‘‘jump”! Axle drain plug. Stops acid wear—extends en- 
housing can’t “‘rotate."” Prevents front gine life up to 200,000 miles! Safe 200 


end “‘dive’’ when stopping. Gives up to 
28% faster 1 i a safer, h 
ride, longer life for tires, shocks, U-joint, 
and axle. For all cars with leaf rear 
springs. $39.95 pair. Item #14. 








lb. tested cable . . . oil surrounds unit. 
Double action: (1) Free-Magnesium unit 
chemically neutralizes engine acids (2) 
Powerful Alnico Magnet draws metal grits 
from oil. Only $2.95. Item #15. Ppd. 











AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION . . . 
Nat’] Safety Council says: Unless pro- 
tected, 50% of public will be seriously in- 
jured in traffic accidents during lifetime. 
Protect yourself and family with these 
Approved Safety Belts. Polished buckle, 
glossy nylon webbing, 3000-Ib. test. Com- 
fortable, adjustable. Easy to install. Blue, 
maroon, grey, green. $8.95. Item #8. Ppd. 

















CAR RUNNING HOT? Radiator full of 
rust? McRay ‘‘Protecto-Rod” rids radiator 
and motor block of scale, corrosion, rust. 
Copper and zinc discs set up electro-gal- 
vanic action—removes old deposits that 
solvents and flushing can't touch! Restores 
full effectiveness of a clean cooling sys- 


tem. 10-second installation—can’t rattle. 


Only $1.95. Item #12. Ppd. 





IMPRUVED-LIFETIME ELEMENT fits 
all oil filters! Protects your engine—saves 
your money. Ends replacement costs for- 
ever. ‘“‘Improved-Lifetime” is strongest, 
most efficient built. Avoid cheap, thin- 
walled imitations. 10 Year Guarantee. Acid 
Neutralizer included. “By-Pass” model, 
$6.95 (Complete with housing, $12.95.) 
“Full-Flow,”’ $11.95. Item #16. Ppd. 
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HUB 
CAP 
LOCKS 


Prevent tamper- 
ing with valves, 
theft of hub 

caps, wire wheel 
discs, tires. 


(Pat. 2708-844) 


Easily installed 
—remove valve 
cap, screw on 
locks with key. 
Set of four with two keys. 

ONLY $2.49 ppd. 


KEY KAP CO. 
738 S. Main St., Dayton 2, Ohie 


FOREIGN CAR PARTS 


LIVIA 


VALVES 


The world’s finest. The only ex- 
truded engine valves for Euro- 
pean cars. Perfect grain pattern! 
Highest quality available. 




















Ask your dealer or write to: \ 


COLUMBIA MOTOR CoO. 


245 W. 56 St.. New York 19, N. Y., Circle 6-4844 














COLTS auromarcauyy 
1M 2-WHEEL DRIVE 








Free-wheeling 2-wheel drive 
stops front end drag! Cuts 
front end repairs 50% or more, 
saves gas, tires; gives amazing 
pep, performance, handling 
ease to 4 W.Ds. Warn Auto- 
matics engage or disengage 
front power train as you shift 
into 4-wheel drive, or out for 
fast, ec ical free-wheeling 2-wheel drive use. 
Automatics only also permit high speed driving in 
4-wheel drive. Warn Automatic and Locking models 
for Willys factory approved, sold only by Willys 
dealers worldwide. Over 70,000 sets in use around 
the world. Models for other 4 W.Ds. at dealers or 


write: WARN MFG. CO. 
Riverton Box 6064-17, Seattle 88, Washington 


Free “soup-p’ 


Big Automotive Your car’s 
Catalog Power, Mileage. Style! 
INDS of new speed. power. sofety 
economy racing and custom equipment— 
ali cars Power boosters superchorgers. duo! 7 
exhausts, manifolds heods coms. dress-up 
eccessories New low prees FREE & 
persone! instruction Write today to 
ALMOUIST ENGINEERING. DEPT. MT-9 MILFORD. PENNA 
—— 


Drive 2 MORGAN Apa 
STUDEBAKER <= self o 


t nobody) etter 
ROAST new rugged power ‘ Get 
economy, flashing get-away. 

ports list, pics. hop-up info, tune-up tips all for 

50c with Double-Your-Money Certificate worth $1 
on buys. Tell whether for V2 or Champion. Write 

FRANK MORGAN CO. Dept.Bi-9 

‘MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 


CADILLAC ENGINE PARTS 


1955 camshafts, hydraulic lifters, push rods and 
recker arms removed from new engines being con- 


RUGGED DESIGN 
PROVEN IN USE 
























and ea 


- 
Aus 





for marine use. ONE complete set 50. 


CAL CONNELL CADILLAC COMPANY 
MARINE DIVISION 
12330 Jos. Campav Ave., Detroit 12, Mich. 
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QUESTION—I have a 53 International pick- 
up truck and I’m thinking of changing from 
the 4.1 rear axle to something that will still 
give lugging power for farm work as well as 
better fuel economy and higher cruising 
speed. Transmission is 4-speed. Because of 
backfire under sudden acceleration, it is im- 
possible to hold the accelerator pump dia- 
phragm over 2000 miles. I get about 12 mpg 
on the highway. Should | change the car- 
buretor? What about higher compression? 
Bill Miller, Kansas City, Mo. 

ANSWER—The 4.1 gears are considered 
satisfactory not only by International, but by 
most owners who use their 4-speed pickups 
for workhorse chores. You might get away 
with 3.9 gearing for more economy, but see 
your International dealer on this—he’d know 
more about availability and results in an axle 
ratio switch. Your backfire problem might 
stem from an intake manifold leak. Check 
the seal between head and manifold to make 
sure that the gasket is in good shape and that 
the whole unit is tightened evenly. If you 
must go to higher compression, mill the head, 
but be very careful not to mill too much. 
Start at .030 and go up in not over .010 in- 
crements, checking to see that you have plenty 
of valve clearance. 


QUESTION—I have a '53 Lincoln. Would I 
be able to use the °54-'55 quad carburetor 
and manifold and approximately how much 
will it cost? Ray Conover, Manteno, Ill. 
ANSWER—The manifold and carburetor will 
fit easily with only minor linkage changes. 
Prices vary but an average $50 for the car- 
buretor and $10 to $25 for the manifold 
should split the difference. If you have the 
work done add about $16 for labor. 








“You been eating them health foods 
again?” 
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' ECHNICAL 
ERV ICE 





Note: We are way behind in answering mail 
sent in to this column, but we are doing our 
best to catch up with it. Write your ques- 
tion on only one side of the paper to enable 
us to answer it on the reverse side. Along 
with it, send a self-addressed stamped en- 
velope. We can answer only those inquiries 
limited to one specific question dealing with 
one particular subject or problem.—Editor 


QUESTION—I would like to use the ‘4l 
Buick dual manifold on a ’49 engine. I am 
mainly interested in the kind of carburetion 
I should use. Can I install Stromberg 97 
units? Pvt. Carl P. Cardey, Ft. Lawton, Wash. 
ANSWER—Don’t use Ford 97 carburetors. 
The most successful adaptations of this orig- 
inally unsuccessful manifold have been made 
using 2 carburetors of the same type as 
the original primary unit on the '41 mani- 
fold. These are linked together with solid 
linkage so that they operate together instead 
of progressively. The main trouble with the 
original installation, aside from the unbal- 
ance the progressive operation gave, was that 
the secondary -unit had only idle and main 
jets with no power jet. Under “lugging” con- 
ditions, the sudden opening of the secondary 
unit dropped manifold velocity and leaned 
out the mixture. The results are well known. 
The remedy is to use 2 primary units as 
outlined above. 


QUESTION—I would like to know if any 
of the Olds or Cadillac (’49-'51) engines 
can be installed in a Henry J. If not, what 
types of engines can be converted to a Henry 
J? Terry Stephenson, Quantico, Va. 

ANSWER—The Cad has been adapted to the 
Henry J, but only for competition. It is 
much too heavy for the car to be used for 
the street. In this particular case the trans- 
mission used was a "37 Cadillac floor shift 
unit. You could try the Willys F-head 6 in 
your car. It should fit and, properly hopped 
up, would propel the Henry J like a jato unit. 


QUESTION—I own a °30 Dodge without 
freewheel. I am interested in putting an- 
other transmission in it with greater accelera- 
tion and top speed. Could you please tell me 
what other transmission would be most suit- 
able and what adaptations would be neces- 
sary? M. B. Lewis, Jr., Minneapolis, Minn. 
ANSWER—No transmission change wuuld 
give better top speed, since the highest gear- 
ing any standard transmission gives is direct 
drive, that is, a 1 to 1 ratio. Overdrive is 
out in your case since there is no room in 
the chassis for it. It looks like your Dodge 
will have to remain as the maker intende/ 
it unless you want to soup up the engine to 
some degree. (Continued on page 62) 
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EXHAUST HEA 
DUAL MUFFL 


These sets are the most efficient and finest 
co Ganianes and constructed to:— 
o ine ¢ Horsepower at Least 
ELIMINATE "pack PRESSURE 
her Top Speed © Better ee. 
mooth 





nce 





—y 
because “they are:— 






[= in every 
eatructed of Heovy 
a! smoother curves 





Designed easy 
low of ex! 
@Ground ject alignment 


fenges 
ond yee * astaltetion, 
You can install this set in less time because 
+ is made with special longated holes for 
coy no alas Check our low prices 


rir HEADER & DUAL MUFFLER SETS HAVE 
YWOOD Type Pay akg 








© Poir “ saadags © Clamp 5 

# Dual Side Tail Pipe © Pair Extensions 
* Easy-to-toll instructions 

* Duo! Site Toil Pipe ir Heoaers ® 

* Clom ir Extensions * 





© Easy te aa instructions 

#Chevrolet 6 needs only | header & exten- 
sion & includes built-in heat riser with twin 
equalize tubes. 

Choice of Heoders without Mufflers, with 2 
Hollywood Steel Packed, with | regular, or 











with 2 glass packed mufflers. 
CUSTOM DUAL HEADER KITs 
fe. 268 jNo. od 0. 8B |No. 270 
ess | 1 Reg. [2 St eel |2 Glass 
CAR & YEAR Muffler Muftier ufflers Mufflers 
Buick 53-55 .. {$53- po yt ses. ey $63.85 
Cod. 50-5! 44.9: 
Chev. 1955 3335 ra 33 47.35 
Chev. 6, 41-55 42.95) 45.95| 46.65 
Dodge 53-54 
exc. convert 63.85) 63.25) 61.40 
Ford V8, 35-53 31.95] 36.15) 36.35 
ord V8, 54-55 39.25) 45.45) 43.35 
Lincoin 49-5) 54.95) 54.95 ° 
Lincoln 52-54 54.95) 63.7 
Mercury 35-5. 31.95) 36.15) 36.35 
Mercury 54-55 39.25] 45.45) 43.35 
Olds. 49°55 41.50) 45.85) 44.35 
Plym. 1955 43.15) 44.65) 44.40 
Stude. 51-52 46.25) 51.25) 50.40 
Stude. 53-54 
Coupes 58.25) 63.15| 62.35 
Be — . '@ make, yous, gS body 
style Pow es, 






coe Steetins, Stand 
mis 


Custom Built Dual Exhaust Sets 





= Cl _-= 
C27... — 


ipower, saves your gos, lets 
breathe property. 
pressure. 


Easy to install with complete 


mstructions. Be sure to state year, make 
model, body style of your cor. Also stote if 
y hove power brokes, power steering 





standord or autom: INSMIssion 


atic tr 
DUAL EXHAUST SETS 

















INo. 265|No. 266) No. 87 |No. 267 
| | Steel | 2 Glass 
CAR & YEAR | Muffler | Muffler MufflersiMuffiers 
55 _..$15.75 $27.95 $31.45 $25.65 
exe. convert |12.85| 22.85| 24.98 
Chev. 1955 19.35 17.89 | 21.85] 21.25 
Chrys | 
exc 18.75 | 42.50 | 34.45] 28.65 
DeSoto | 
¢ 13.95 | 39.68 | 29.25 23.85 
Ford | 9.75 | 15.25| 19.85] 19.65 
Ford \ }10.85 7 $0 | 22.85 | 20.75 
Lincoin 49-51 ..|14.95 | 24.95 | 25.95 
Lincoin 19.98 | 40.35 | 42.75 
Mercury 110.45 | 17.35| 19.85] 20.3 
Mercury 12.65 | 22.15 | 23.95 | 22.55 
Olds 12.45 23.85 
Olds 12.85 | 20. 
Pont 12.35 | 20 
Plym |12.35 | 19. 
Stude 2 |16.25 | 22.25 
Stude. V8. 53-54115.25 121.15 





DEEP TONE 
Fiber Glass 
Packed 
MUFFLERS 
Increases horsepower, increases ong mileage 
straight-thru construction, no back pressure 


no high pitch irritating noises, deep powerful 
non-offensive tones. Specify make and model 


toch $4.95 


1GH COMPRESSION HEAD GASKETS 


(EE) = ,' 


car. 
Stock No. 37—POSTPAID 








FUEL PRESSURE REGULATOR 


— 





4 . Prevents tic 
stalling. Greatly re 
duces gas waste 


caused by the fuel 
mp pulsations and 


rostrain $4.95 
NEW FIBERGLASS 


CUSTOMIZING KITS 
ALSO FILLS IN SPOTS, HOLES 
AND RUSTS OUTS 





Stock No. 28. 





Has new Fibregias material, tough 
plastics and resins that reinforce 
and become as strong as steel 
It's so easy and simple to do a 


Stock No. 19—Kit and Materials 
to Cover 3 sq. ft. POSTPAID 

No. 307—Kit & moterial to cover 
12 sq. ft. POSTPAID... 





Continental Face Plate & 
oe Steel Tire Ring 


me your Continental 
“New 


life with 

twee leaming beau 
ties. Face plates ore 
gouge steel 
prime coat ond 
cover entire wheel 
Gleaming Stoaintess 
Steel Rings. Stat 


tire size wanted 


Plate. POSTPAID $6.95 
POSTPAID $12.95 








oo 305— ce 
+ tat ra Rings. 





HI-SPEED ELECTRIC SIREN 
Developed especially 
for the U S. Navy G 
Coast Guard Now used 
by hundreds of Fire 
G police departments 
buses, ambulances 
etc. Complete with 
bracket. screws, |0 ft 
of cable G push but- 








ton. Green Enamel 
No. 71—POSTPAID 4 
91— Postar. 
N = 
7 12 VOLT eo $13.70 
CHECKERED FLAG EMBLEM 
CHROME 
PLATED 





Die Cast . Triple Chrome Plated' No Holes 
a remove peckene and apply 

on: Auto Hoods, Fenders, Trunks. Doors, 

4” Wide, 134 ” High. Black and Chrome. 


No. 57—POSTPAID —Each....... 








NEW EXHAUST CUT-OUT 


EXTRA-THIN .020” SOLID COPPER 





thick 
040” to 


These copper gaskets:are only .020 
It ts the same as milling heads 
“hops up’ ithe motor 
am dB “acceleration, power .and mileage 
State exact year, make and model when order 
ing. (If car is V8 t ren two gaskets are fur- 


nished at no extra charge.! 
$4.95; 
BULL NOSE ORNAMENT 


For Customizing the 
Ford = — om 47 +! 
y 49- * a 
‘Plym “155, 
CHROME 
PLATED 


Stock No. 21- POSTPAID 













ounces reponse A hood ornament. Blends per- 
fectly into moulding. 
No. 47— POSTPAID each only e 





AUTO FABRIC 
SPRAY 
For o New Looking Car In- 
Brightens and Fresh- 
— Gives Tho 


mort 


ook 
12 ounce pressurized 
for 


cans 





two-tone upholstering. Choice 
all popular colors 


No. 54—POSTPAID 








pe mag Autometic 
it the 
on iv materted. 


restrain $2.95 
AH-OO00-GAH Chromed HORN 


Here it 1s for the 
sport car enthusiast 
Not a vibrator or 

‘ other substitute but 
a genuine motor 
driven horn 


$12.60 


Non-Metallic PISTON SEAL 
New — By oo Prey Action for 
ylin 
@ Prevents hebrad slap 

@ Restores 


Sh Es. 





No. 60— POSTPAID 
Stete—é VOLTS, 12 VOLTS 












country and closed 
in restricted areas. 


Well constructed of 


le: 
eres. Senge fe exhaust pipe. 
i aaERS A tit Eoch Me $3.42 














motor cylinders and maintains 

compression for new — 

Most effective gas and o 

seal ever known 
@ Prevent metai-to- ape contact 

—, wifeete we 

life of mo’ for 

Simpl ube Contents Into Spark Plu 
Holes That’ s ‘ait One tube enough for 
cylinder car. 


Ne. 80— Postpaid Each... 








WINDSHIELD 
GLARE ELIMINATOR 
Gives Windshields and Windows 
Same BLUE-GREEN TINT as in 
the most expensive cars. Sprays 
Transparent Plastic Film 

educes Glare and Heot 





of distortion. Can 
with locquer thiarar 
— EV-R- 


No. 1 24—POSTPAID 


“Hollywood” woes WHISTLE 
ke Manifold 

R Whistles Gives! the Wolf 
=A, Call, imitates a Barking 
ahd other Effects 
Simple to install works 
off the intake manitold 

No. 61— POSTPAID Each $ 5 

———$—$—$—$—$—$—$—$—————— 

CHROMED aoc GRILLES 


FOR 
46-51 FORD 
51-52 CHEV. 
46-43 MERC. 















POSTPAID 

POSTPAID 19. 
POSTPAID 16. 3 
POSTPAID 19.95 


SAFETY 
. BELT 


Made of 
Webbing 


$15 48 















Nylon 


rol 
fine buckle. Uni 


Won't wrin 
kle clothing. Fast- 
ens to floor or 
frame with eye bolts for strong and sturdy 
Hos snap fastener for quick and 
Complete with fast- 


e & Grey White 
biack Specity color when ordering 


No. 309 Regulerly 7.95 Postpaid $4. 95 





FORD TUTONE DRESS-UP 
TRIM KITS 





BEFORE 


Custom Kit for 1955 Ford Maintiner for that 
Fairliner Look. Ford kit can be used on 1949- 


4 by cutting to fit Full instructions in- 
cluded. These kits moke perfect separation 
for contrasting color tone Stainless Steel 


for lasting beauty 


No. 234—Ford Kit. Stete 2 or 4 Dr. $14.95 





Ford-Mere Montclair DRESS UP 
TUTONE 
TRIM KITS 

a Q 


For 49-55 Fords and 
52-55 Mercury 


Gives Montclow Look for olf models Com- 
plete kit with follow directions 
Makes perfect separation for contrasting 


color tone Sta:nies 
year, make and model 
112—POSTPAID, coch Set 


stec! for lasting beauty 


57.50 


following cars: Dodge ond 
& DeSoto 51-52; Lin- 


$9.95 


Stote 
No. 


Costom Fit for 
Piym. 49-55; Chrysler 
coin 51-55. Stote yeor & moke. 
No. 297—POSTPAID 





DUAL REAR AERIAL KITS 
1955—Fits All 


Cars 





2. Dual HIDEAWAY ceriols, oe. 
collapsed. Complete with a 


ok WS when 


No. 231— 
POSTPAID ° $1 2. 50 
TWIN AERIAL FALSIES —612” high. Chrome 
plated. Easily instalied connect 
with radio. 


2.19 


No. 264—POSTPAID 


PaaCHROME 








A new tape that protects os it decorates. Just 
cut out the design you desire. No tools or 
Glue needed. Adheres to any smooth surface 
@ it Reflects @ it Shines @ Repels Scratches 
@ It Losts . — to Apply @ Attractive 


Roll 7% in. wide, $1.9 


Ne. ia postPatD 








CHROMED 
°88° HEADLIGHT GUARDS 


Richly chromed to beautify, 


tect, plus streamlining the head- 
lights. Easily installed. Hinged at 
top. Snap over ail seal-beam head- 
\ lights. 
Stock No. 27 
rostrain reir, $3.99 





SPRING WEDGES 


Easy installation between 


coils with hammer as illus- 
nf trated 


No. 85— POSTPAID —Set of 4 $1.49 


Compensate for this 
natural sag of front 
coil springs. Restores 
original front end po- 
sition. 





SIDE WALL TIRE DISCS 
NOT A PAINT 


Convert Black Tires 
to White Side Walls 
or to Paste! Colors. 








Choice of Genuine 
} 100% White seasons 
ibber or 4 


f tiful Pastel Colors. 
Cc put on ina 
minute by anyone 


Permanent Adhesive 
Process 


its ol 15” and 16” Tires 

Every block twe can become a luxury acces- 

sory with very little effort. Kit comes com- 

— with cement, roller and ail 
occessories for oy and Easy In- 

san Once on the tire, it will not peel 


WHITE ee 
jo. 106— | Ne. 286— 
Set of 4 sg’ Seats $49% 
POSTPAID POSTPAID 
New 1955 “KOLORWALLS” 
Choice of Light Blue, Light Green, -Yeliow 
Pink. Be the first to have these beauties. 
State calor won ed 
No. 287— No. 288— 
Set of 4 $} 4” Set of S $13” 
POSTPAID POSTPAID 








REAR- enagd MIRRORS 
Special Curved C 
Class Gives Curb 


thru the Larger 
Windows of Ni 
Cars. CURVED MIR- 

R— x10” in Metal Case Painted a 
Neutral Grey Hammered Finish with a Plastic 
Rim to Ma POSTPAID, 


No. o9——Fits aie cars. Give exact 
Ea. 


year, make & model. | $2. 94 
CUSTOM GRILLE BAR 


_ Chrome plated 
Net +4444 


ra heavy gauge 
x 7s 
= A 
i =a 








Replaces 












No. 300—49-54 Ford. POSTPAID 
No. 301—53-54 Chev. POSTPAID 
No. 302—49-50 Merc. POSTPAID 
No. 303-195! Merc. POSTPAID. 
No. 304—1953 Pivm. POSTPAID 








Automotive Headquarters 


J.C. Whitney & Co. 


CHICAGO 16, ILL. SINCE 1936 


SALE 
SPECIALS! 


SAVE be] 0 hy/ /0 on newest 


speed equipment, replacement 
ports and custom accessories 


SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK 


Bronze Porous OIL 
FILTER 


ELEMENT 
ith 



























bronze Element never weors out of 


Porous 
Fits oll cors except those with 


System listed below State 
mode! of cor 

No. 116—Regulor $6.95. 

Element only, POSTPAID $4. 95 

POROUS BRONZE FILTER ELEMENT FOR 

FULL FLOW OIL SYSTEM —Fits V8 Buick 


yeor, moke. 


Olds., DeSoto 52-55 Ford, Merc 54-55, 
Chrys 51-55. Dodge 53:55, Plym. 1955, 
Ford ‘6 ae 35. bacete 52-54; Chrys. exc. 
V8 46 yeor ond 


54 ‘or 
117—! Regul $12.95. 
POSTPAID, only 


"$8.95 





BERMUDA 
CLANGING BELL 


It’s the New “Rage”! 
Gives a most amusing and 
commanding two-tone bell 
sound asily installed 
under car floor by driver's 
se. Step ger 
highly colished. Fits anv car 
Stock No. 49 POSTPAID 





$3.95 
Flared FENDER SKIRTS 


All_ metal 
of Prime or Chrome 
Plated finish. Rub- 





following cors 


49-54 Chev. 49-51 Ford 49-50 Oids 76, 88 
exc. Bel Aw 1955 Ford 46-52 2 — 
46-54 DeSoto 46-' 4 Fraz. 49-52 Pontioc 
46-52 Dodge 46-54 Kois. 52-54 Willys 
PRIME sg7s ge 31 4" 
No. 59—Pair . 289—Peir 
52-54 FORD & encunY—pine Me x 
—Pair eecccsceseccce 


1955 CHEV., prime. No. “118, poir. “sir.ss 
1955 MERCURY, prime. No. 119, pele $8.50 
53-54 PLYM., prime. No. 120, pair. . $8.57 
1955 PLYM., prime. No. 121, pow.. $8.95 
CUSTOM CHROME PLATED FLARED SKIRTS 
tor cors above Except Merc.NO. 148, pr. $14.95 


ORDER NOW! 


ee! giant 148 page catalog. packed with over 








. 
only 25¢ to cour tak, 
cost in 









indling and mailing 
st order) 
































| Enclose $. 


on items not marked ROSTPAID. 


____. to cover payment in full (or 25% deposit if C.0.D.) 
(NOTE: WE PAY POSTAGE on items marked POSTPAID when payment accompanies order. You pay shipping charges 
If C.0.D. order, enclose at least 25% deposit, pay balance plus shipping charges 


upon delivery.) 
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© Catalog sent Free with your 
order. Check here if vou want 
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QUESTION—I own an Olds 88 with the 
202-hp engine and Hydra-Matic. Could you 
advise me as to which of the 2 rear axles 
(Super 88 or 98) would result in hotter per- 
formance with no regard to economy? What 
more can I do other than major engine 
changes to increase acceleration and perform- 
ance? Gerald Wiedenmann, Tulsa, Okla. 

ANSWER—The 98 gear (same as 88 ratio 
with standard shift) is even lower than that 
of the Super 88 with H-M and would allow 
even more snap, but top speed would suffer 
slightly. You could probably get away with 
milling the beads by .050-inch for even 
better performance thru the added torque 
provided by increased compression. Your car 
should now have the 3.07 axle; Oldsmobile 
also has a 3.23 ratio, and a low, 3.64 axle 
may also be available. Check with your dealer. 


QUESTION—I have a '55 Chevrolet V8 with 
overdrive. I would like to equip it with dual 
4-barrel carbs. Is there a dual intake mani- 
fold available for this setup? Jack King, Ft. 
Meyers, Fla. 

ANSWER—There is no equipment to take 
twin 4-barrel carburetion for the Chevy V8. 
Such a setup would cause tremendous over- 
carburetion and a net loss rather than a gain. 
At present the best equipment is put out in 
the factory power kit altho double and triple 
2-throat manifolds will soon be available for 
this model. 


QUESTION—My Ford Thunderbird has a 
lag during pickup. After I floor it the engine 
seems to feel its way along for a while until 
it gains speed. It has new points and the 
plugs have been cleaned and look good. 
What's the trouble? 

ANSWER—The lag could be due to either 
of these 2 exactly opposite causes: Either the 
accelerator pump in the primary side of the 
carburetor is set too low, or is slipping pres- 
sure, allowing too great a drop in venturi ve- 
locity without enough fuel charge, or the ex- 
act opposite is occurring. In the latter case the 
mixture is rich enough to cause a choking 
effect. Try a different carburetor or have your 
present one carefully worked over. The total 
picture may also be a compound one in which 
a lag in distributor advance adds to the effect 
caused by faulty carburetion. Have the dis- 
tributor checked on a stroboscope for proper 
advance characteristics. With an engine of 
this type any deviation from the ideal curve 
can be troublesome. 


QUESTION—I have a ‘50 DeSoto 6 which 
I like but I’m not satisfied with its per- 
formance. Would it be much of a problem 
to install a new Fireflite engine in my car? 
Would it work with the fluid drive now in 
the car? Gilbert Leonard, Beaver Falls, Pa. 
ANSWER—Chrysler products have a sur- 
prising degree of interchangeability and the 
change sounds like a good one. It would be 
best to get into a huddle with an open- 
minded DeSoto service manager who can 
give you all the right part numbers for the 
materials you'll need. With your car, unless 
_-you want to use a late automatic transmis- 
sion, it would be best to use the ‘53 or 
earlier engine since the transmission and 
engine in these have separate oil systems. 
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not well versed enough to adjust it myself 
J. L. Boyd, Craig AFB, Ala. 


QUESTION—Is there any American-made 
voltage regulator (generator, too, if neces- 
sary) I can use to replace the Lucas setup 
on my Mark VII Jaguar? Local auto electric 
shop won't touch Lucas equipment and i’m 
. lot of heavy-footed driving and go in for 









ANSWER—You will get a definite increa 
in acceleration, particularly at cruising speeds, 
You will also get some increase in top speed, 
altho it won't be quite as noticeable. Gasoling 
economy should not suffer unless you do 4 


stoplight jumping. 


ANSWER—You might try the new Delco- 


Remy regulators which are set up for 12- 
volt operation. If the regulator won't work 
with the Lucas generator, then a Delco gen- 
erator is also indicated. They should both 


work with the Lucas system that is now in 
your Jaguar. 


QUESTION—I own a ’55 Mercury Monterey 
with the 188-hp engine and am planning to 
install a McCulloch supercharger. In what 
way will this increase performance and fuel 
mileage? W. L. Jones, Smithfield, Va. 


QUESTION—I have a '54 Plymouth Subur. 
ban which seems a bit underpowered. Because 
of the compact size and nice handling quali. 
ties, I would like to keep the car if I can 
make a reasonable improvement in perform. 
ance. A local dealer suggested the use of a 
Chrysler 6 which, he said, would go in with 
only minor modifications. Would it be prac. 
tical as a replacement? 

ANSWER—To this we can only say “amen.” 
The Chrysler is definitely an excellent choice, 
The only modification will be the moving of 











ELS YO 


ur Engine Stay NEW 


17 Years and More! 





200 Ib. test metal 
cable permits oil to 
surround unit. 


MAGNAP 


Here is an invention 


further wear! 
Here's why: 


and gases. Condensation of 
exhaust on cold mornings) . 






ONLY 


LUG Oil Purifier +22: 


so effective that a simple explanation of its merit 


borders on the unbelievable! Yet MAGNAPLUG wil keep a new engine 
new far beyond expectation: it wé// protect an older engine against 


Your engine is under an unrelenting attack by strong corrosive acids 
moisture occurs constantly (you cam see some of it drip from your 
The retained moisture combines with the sulphur in your gasoline to 


form deadly sulphuric acid, which eats away at your engine's vitals—reducing its life expectancy 


by many thousands of miles! Corrosive gases bl 
new cars) strengthening the vicious attack. Mic 
particles and steel chips take an equally heavy 
they circulate with 
Revolutionary new 


low by pistons into the crankcase (even in bra’ 
roscopic, weaf-caused metallic slivers, wild ferrous 
toll by their cutting, grinding, abrasive action as 


he oil to all parts of your engine . ; ; aa 
MAGNAPLI 1G combats and defeats both acid-etching and hidden grinding by: 


(1) completely neutralizing engine acids. (2) capturing metallic wear particles, and keeping them 


out of the circulating oil. 


WHY DO ENGINES WEAR OUT? You've SMELLED the acrid fumes coming from your oil 


breather cap . . . 
the two factors 


you've FELT the grit on your oil dip stick. These merely are SYMPTONS of 
to be responsible for a full 90% _ of all engine wear. 


KNO ‘ 
Have MAGNAPLUG installed at your next oil change—it simply replaces your stock crankcase 


drain plug. 





PROVE TO Lane get ae inten, run 
the magnet through a small pile of iron filings. 
Note how solidly they adhere. Now drop MAG- 
NAPLUG into a glass of vinegar . . . watch 
the violent foaming reaction as it neutralizes 
the acid. in the vinegar. THEN picture what 
happens to your engine without MAGNAPLUG! 








ELIMINATES SLUDGE By neutralizing acid 
conditions, this little device almost completely 
prevents slu carbon formation . . . not 
only makes your engine last longer, but makes 
it rum much smoother and quieter, with less 
friction, less wear, better mileage. 
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TRY THESE PRODUCTS 60 DAYS FREE 
Yes, we invite you to try either or both 





Magnaplug and Micro-Lok Nuts at our 
risk! Inctall them in your car, try them for 





60 days. Then, if you don’t notice a big 





difference in your car's performance, sim- 
ply return either or both>items and your 









money will be promptly refunded. 
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the radiator forward about 3 inches and the 
drilling of front mount holes the same dis- 
tance ahead of the present ones. In some cases 
a small cutout must be made in the front 
crossmember to allow room for the vibration 
dampener. Everything else fits perfectly. If 
you want even more performance there is a 
complete line of simple bolt-on speed equip- 
ment available. Other than the age-old switch 
from Ford to Mercury, this is the easiest 
engine swap that there is and one of the 
least troublesome, servicewise. 


QUESTION—I am thinking of putting a late 
model Ford V8 engine in my 1948 Stude- 
baker. Would this be practical or advisable? 
Robert Dupaski, Columbia Station, Ohio. 

ANSWER—You don’t mention the type of 
Studebaker or whether it is a Commander or 
Champion. If it is the Commander of that 





vintage you are out of luck. If it is the 
Champion, you still cannot swap engines with 
any degree of practicality but you do have 
a way out. There are no commercial adaptors 
for the pre-'53 Studebakers for any of the 
new engines. However, the Frank Morgan 
Co., 3rd and Eye Streets, Marysville, Calif., 
turns out speed equipment for the Champion 
that brings its liveliness up to its usual 
economy rating. Souping is not cheap but it 
is far less expensive than any attempt to swap 
engines in this particular model. 


QUESTION—Each year we go to the West 
on our vacation and travel in the Rocky 
Mountains. Starting at about 6000 feet we 
experience a great deal of trouble from loss 
of power caused by “thinner” air. The car 
is a ’°51 Nash Ambassador and dealers all 
tell me the car runs too well to alter it when 
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SAVERS ON 60 DAY FREE TRIAL! 


Makes Tires Last 5000 Mijp 
Positively Ends Front Engy 


MICRO-LOK 


ONLY 


Spindle Nuts 2% 


Ever wonder why your car ‘“‘smake-tracks” .. . 
why your tires wear rapidly and unevenly, even 
when your wheels are in balance? These things 
happen because you can’t compromise with ordinary 
front wheel spindle nuts! Tighten one down and 
it's like spinning a wheel of fortune. Maybe the 
cotter-pin hole in the nut will stop opposite the 
spindle hole. But the chances are 10 to 1 that the 
holes won't align. Then, you either further-tighten 
the nut and risk fracturing a bearing; or, you back- 


off the nut to permit insertion of the cotter pin. The resultant 


“play” is multiplied 43 times from bearing to tire 
front end wobble and short tire life . . 


causes costly repairs. This problem doesn’t exist with just some cars. 
All cars, even the newest, need this remarkable new invention! 


. raises hob with bearings, 





s Longer 
Ohb/e! 





tread . . . causes 





HOW MICRO-LOK NUTS PROVIDE THE SOLUTION . . . 


Unlike an ordinary castellated spindle nut which provides only 6 
settings, MICRO-LOK Nut affords over 1000! Its Micrometric head 
has 62 separate serrations, permitting absolute accuracy! After tight- 
ening nut to exact degree required, you simply slip the ‘‘Micro-Lok 
Cap” over spindle to align Cotter-pin holes perfectly . . . no 
backing-up, no compromise! You benefit from better, more con- 
trolled steering, longer bearing, brake, and brakelining life! In addi- 
tion, being precision machined of toughest carbon steel, they are 
fully 100% safer than old style nuts! 


INSTALL THEM YOURSELF IN FIVE MINUTES! 
Easier to install than conventional spindle nuts. Simply remove 
grease caps, unscrew regular nuts, and replace with MICRO- 
LOK Assembly. It’s easy! 





DID YOU KNOW ... 


The average tire can side-slip as much as 55 ft. every mile... 
or about one mile in every 100? No wonder tires wear out so 
quickly, and straight line steering becomes so difficult! Signifi- 
cantly, Bob Sweikert, this year's winner of the Indianapolis 
*500,”" used Micro-Nuts on his car. 
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. your case. The mountain people have just 








I ask for smaller high-altitude jets. What to 
do? Dr. W. J. Baker, Lake City, Fla. 

ANSWER—The dealers are right, within 
limits. The 6000-foot level is about 2000 
feet above the point where the usual car gets 
into trouble. The need is not only for smaller 
jets but smaller venturis as well, a change 
which would cut top speed dangerously in 

















































learned to live with the situation, raising com- 
pression to the practical limit to make up for 
the loss. In your case the only practical an- 
swer would be the use of a supercharger. The 
only one which can be easily adapted to your 
car is the McCulloch which would pay off 
in performance dividends at home as well as 
in the hill country. You can also switch it 
from car to Car. 


QUESTION—I have a ’54 Willys Eagle Cus- 

tom with the 226 engine. I have already modi- 

fied it to some extent and performance is 

quite good. I would like to install duals but 

the design of the manifold is such that split- 

ting is not practical. Is there anyone who 

makes headers for this engine together with 

the necessary pipes? Richard Vedder, Jobns- 

town, N.Y. - 
ANSWER—Most of the manufacturers of 

special systems will make up a set of headers 

for you on special order. Write to any one of 

the larger makers and tell your exact needs. 

The kit will be a bit more expensive than a 
ready-made set since the price will be based 
on time and material for that one job. 


— 


QUESTION—My ’50 Olds. 88 is beginning 
to suffer from a hard ride and has lost much 
of the smoothness it once had. A mechanic 
informed me that the shocks were still fairly 
good and that I needed new tires. Is this all? 
Irvin Glen, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

ANSWER—It is just possible that the springs 
have settled, causing a faster rate and a con- 
sequently harder ride. The only thing to do 
in this case is to have leaf springs either re- 
arched or replaced. Sagged coils must be re- 
placed since they cannot be re-formed as can 
leaf springs. This applies to any car. 


QUESTION—I would like your opinion con- 
cerning a car that will be most practical on a 
rural newspaper route of some 125 miles per 
day. Would a pickup or passenger car be 
best? Edwin C. Orr, Modesto, Calif. 
ANSWER—Because driving habits and con- 
ditions vary widely we cannot recommend one 
make over another for you, but you can get 
a good idea of relative economy from aver- 
aging the results of MT’s road tests for the 
past several years. Rather than either a pic'- 
up or standard passenger car, you might loo‘: 
into the possibility of using one of the several 
wagons available (see August MT). These 
have proven very successful for the use you 
outline and can be utilized at other times for 
passenger use. 







QUESTION—In the July issue, you refer to 
the Economy-Run-winning Roadmaster. Did 
you ever print the results of the entire con- 
test? Amos S. Hebble, Orange, N.J. 

ANSWER—Yes, in May. Other class winners 
were: Rambler, Studebaker Commander 
(sweepstakes winner).. Nash Ambassador 6. 
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How can car A be going slower than car B when 
both get to the end of the drag strip at the 
same time? John Christy tells the problems of 
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NE OF THE MOST puzzling aspects The faster car, i.e., the one which turned performance of the engine and the car inf as | 
of MT’s road tests arises when one the fastest top speeds, took more time which it is placed. A big early-model en-§ (i¢ 
car turns 75 miles an hour thru the stand- getting under. way but generally was still gine will produce huge amounts of torque§ that 
ing %4-mile in 19 seconds while another accelerating at the end of the strip. but at a relatively low rate of speed orf rapi 
crosses the line traveling 70 mph but takes Behind this explanation lies engine rpm. In this case the initial thrust is will 
only 18 seconds to do it. torque and the period when torque is op- enormous; however, over 4-mile, the low§ sam 
It’s a ticklish problem, and one that erative, and at what rate it is put to work. rate of speed at which this thrust is applied§ elap 
isn’t limited to MT’s test cars. Here’s a A steam engine or turbine simplifies the will rapidly kill the acceleration. Con-§ cons 
case that recently puzzled Sunday after- problem. Peak torque in either of these is versely, a small or modern engine produc-§ if th 
noon dragsters. A car consistently hit 144 developed at stall and diminishes from ing less torque but at a higher rate off is sit 
mph thru a trap at the end of a Southern that point. With the gasoline reciprocating speed will continue to accelerate over the§ suffe 
California strip with an elapsed time of engine, however, the problem is a bit dif- whole distance. : Fi 
11 seconds thru the '4-mile. Another car, ferent since peak torque occurs somewhere Another example would be the case off have 
which had been turning only 130, clipped in the 2000- to 4000-rpm range. Short of 2 midget race cars, one equipped with af is th 
the elapsed time of 9.8 seconds! What's this point, output is greatly diminished. Meyer-Drake engine, the other with af focat 
the answer? For explanation purposes, torque is the souped Ford V8 60. Both have roughly the} torq 
Basically, it’s a problem in constant ac- value of the twisting force exerted and same horsepower—about 125. Both havef age | 
celeration. The slower car in each instance horsepower is the measurement of the rate about the same usable peak rpm. Peak] peak 
accelerated very rapidly at first and then at which it is applied. How much and how torque of the Meyer-Drake is reached at} 2006 
“peaked out” or reached a point approach- fast or at what speed this twisting force a slightly lower rpm than the peak of the} abou 
ing terminal velocity very early in the run. is applied makes a big difference in the 60. Further, the shape of the torque curve} have 
180 
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TIME IN SECONDS % 
Graph illustrates how 2 competition cars which = VA 
have equal times of 10 seconds thru the 4-mile a y, 
can have different speeds at end of strip. Car / 
A has more acceleration at start but peaks off 300 
early. Car B gets off the line slower but is still / 
accelerating at the end of the 4-mile distance 200 
The same 2 cars, showing how car A moves a greater 4 
number of feet per second early in the run but peaks ae 
off at about 8.5 seconds. Pattern for car B is almost 
straight, without peaks. At any point short of %4-mile, car A ik ee i EE ee ee 4 
A leads, but car B leads at the 10 second, %4-mile point TIME IN SECONDS 
Pi 
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as plotted on a graph is more rounded 
(4e., held over a greater period) while 
that of the 60 is quite sharp and falls off 
rapidly. Taken over a %4-mile strip, both 
will, if properly geared, reach about the 
same speed at the end of the line. The 
elapsed time of the Offy, though, will be 
considerably less than the 60. Conversely, 
if the 60 is geared so that its elapsed time 
is similar to that of the Offy, top speed will 
suffer seriously. 

From this you can see that gear ratios 
have a lot to do with the problem. Gearing 
is the answer to the inability of the recip- 
rocating engine to produce power or 
torque at stall or at low speeds. The aver- 
age passenger car engine in the past had a 
peak torque occurring at about 1800 to 
2000 rpm and a power peak developed at 
about 3600 rpm. Recently these values 
have gone up to about 2400 and 4200 


respectively. At idle speeds, these engines 
have almost no ability to produce power or 
torque. In order to get rolling, then, there 
must be some way to multiply the avail- 
able torque and let the engine reach a 
speed at which enough power is available 
to move the car. An attempt to get a car 
rolling from a standstill using only high 
gear illustrates this point. Thru progres- 
sive gearing, the engine is allowed to 
speed up to torque-producing rpm even at 
low car speed. As the speed of the car in- 
creases, the gearing requirement is less, 
and a shift to the next higher gear can be 
made. This continues until the car speed 
is such that either direct drive or an over- 
drive is suitable. 

The more evenly spaced and the closer 
together these gear ratios are (within 
limits) the closer matched will be the 
torque requirements of the vehicle and the 
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Typical curve showing horsepower available and 
horsepower required to move a typical light car. 
Point at which 2 curves meet is peak speed of car. 
Widest vertical point in enclosed area is the point 
of maximum acceleration in the highest gear 


LIGHTS INSIDE. ..OR NO LIGHTS 


DRIVERS CHOICE NOW WITH 


NO-LITE usm 


MIGHT ORIVIME | PARKIVG | DREVE-TYS 
> Mechanica ey Easy? 
: Mowing MICE id PPIVAC) & instant 
Two for 2-door — Four for 4-door 
At your service station, auto store, or 
TWO for $1 write DEACTIVATOR INC 
P. O. Box 232 Anderson, S. C. 
Dealers, Jobbers, write for Sales Plan 


no wiring 
































GAS! ins race: 


10 DAY Perpes bre SEND NO MONEY! 
iN NOTHING! 













< fi sers R, t4 i: pre xt “ 

RR New Mirache Gate Aictlos Neale, 151,50 Value) 
ot? Up to 25% MORE MILEAGE, FASTER PICK-UP, QUICKER 
STARTING reported. Phenomenal money-saving results com- 

SERS. Carburetor Engineering Co. 
AY. YE 








standing performance “approved”. 
pore TRUCKS. INSTALL YOURSELF IN 2 MINUTE 
° ewist-of the-wrist. S (Rapeies present idle adjustment screw 

u WRITE TODAY in your carburetor.) AMAZINGLY EASY TO DO! 
out deloy @IRY IT FREE! JUST SEND NAME AND ADDRESS! @ 


y] PAY NOTHING! Led x revolutionary new automotive 

i discovery in your car AT OUR EXPENSE! coe erone bu 

(Some users report ~- provement—so 

ig if amazed at increased mileage PAY Y $1.58 
itherwise, just return oe “tittle tine and you 






I owe us nothing. Fair enough? Specify make of car 
<i cyl., and year (8 cyl. cars use 2). Rush, Free ‘triat 
suppLy LIMITED. 
a AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES, Dept. G-9 
1036 S. La Brea, Los Angeles 19, ‘Calif. 








FORD THUNDERBIRD 
TONNEAU COVER 





@ highest quality ma- 
terial @ no drilling in instrument panel. 
Also Tonneau Covers for all cars. 


ROBBINS AUTO TOP COMPANY 
(custom trim fer all cars) 
1453 Lincoln Bivd., Santa Monica, Calif. 
Phone EXbrook 5-9174 
Dealer inquiries invited 


@ Custom stylin 














READ 
OCT. MOTOR TREND 


for 


a first report and driving impression on 
the 1956 Lincoln—a complete, unbiased 
report by the Editors of MOTOR TREND 
giving you first facts first. 


What's coming out of Detroit in ‘56? 
Predictions for your speculation on the 
automotive whirl. 


IN OCT. MOTOR TREND 


On sale at all newsstands 
Sept. 15 
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Rare -hulo Prints 

Collect these handsome full color prints, 
or frame them for your den. Printed on 
fine cover stock. By famous automotive de- 
signer Alexis de Sakhnoffsky. Framing 
size 9” x 14”. Set of 4 includes 1913 Hen- 
derson opera coupe, 1906 Ford Model N 
runabout, 1953 Mercédés-Benz cabriolet, 
Bentley Mark VI sports saloon. Limited 
supply. Send $10.50 by check or m. o. to 


ARTHUR G. RIPPEY 
2525 E. Exposition Ave., Denver 9, Colorado 








Rush 
Coupon for 


sc WHITNEYECO aS 


and 


Accessories 


Saves You % 50% 


Get your FREE copy now . .. this is the 
only complete buying guide to every- 
thing you need for your car, truck, cus- 
tom styled car or hot rod. You'll save up 
to 50% buying-by-mail from Whitney! 
Choose from thousands of hard-to-find items 
new and repl t equi t for cars from 
1920 to 1955. See newest Hollywood accessories 
not offered in stores; high s and power parts, 
custom styling equipment .. . all at lowest prices! 
G teed satisfaction or money back. Fast 








shipment. Mail 





coupon for free 
copy now. 
EXTRA! Rush cou- 


JUST A FEW OF THE 50,000 ITEMS 
USTED IN THIS BIG NEW CATALOG 


Aute redies Transmissions 

















4. C. Whitney & Co, 1917 0-9 Archer Avenue, Chicago 16, IMineis 

Rush giant 1955 catalog of auto parts and accessories at sale 
prices. I enclose 25¢ to cover part of mailing and handling cost, 
which will be credit to me on my Grst $5.00-or-more order. 


F Name. 





Address. 


City, 
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actual ratios of the gearbox. This par- 
tially explains why a fairly low-powered 
sports car cam compare in many instances 
with a much larger and more powerful 
car. It also explains why a good man with 
a “stick shift” can often beat a man with 
an automatic box, their cars being other- 
wise equal. The automatic has, in some 
cases, a built-in lag between shifts, as well 
as a lag in torque buildup in the transmis- 
sion. The time between gear engagements, 
automatic or manual, is, of course, a point 
of no power. 

The difference between power required 
and power available is the measurement of 
the acceleration abilities of the given ve- 
hicle. The greater the spread between the 
2, the more acceleration the vehicle has. 
The ‘power required” curve, plotted on a 
graph, is the reverse of the shape of the 
“power available” curve and starts out 
quite slowly, rising rapidly toward the 
vertical. Eventually, no matter how light 
and streamlined the car or how powerful 
the engine, the 2 curves will meet. The 
point at which they meet is the point at 
which the car ceases accelerating. 

By switching gear ratios around, the 
road-horsepower available can be increased 
to produce a greater spread over the power 
curve required. However, by lowering the 
gear ratio the engine must turn over faster 
to produce a given amount of speed. The 
faster it turns, the quicker it reaches its 
power peak, and it starts downward toward 
the rising power required curve. Detroit 
has designed a balance between a gearing 
that will produce the ultimate top speed 
of the car and one which will provide 
maximum acceleration. Where this bal- 
ance lies is up to the production engineer- 
ing staff. Some lean toward |»w-speed ac- 
celeration, others lean toward high-speed 
acceleration. Here again we see why one 
car will have a relatively low top speed 
and short elapsed time while another will 
have a high speed and a longer elapsed 
time over the same distance. 

Slippage in automatic transmissions can 
be considerable under conditions of rapid 
acceleration, consequently the engine winds 
up to peak without producing a noticeable 
effect at the rear wheels. This same effect, 
however, allows the use of a higher final- 
drive gearing. Early-day torque converters 
with little or no mechanical torque multi- 
plication in the transmission produced kill- 
ing effects on acceleration, altho top speed 
suffered little if at all. But, successive gear 
ratios, direct-drive lockups, multiple stator 
sections, and, more recently, variable pitch 
blades in the torque converter have made 
automatics tough customers in the stand- 
ing-start drag: race. 

Here’s an example of what can be done 
with torque multiplication in excess of 
that provided by the torque converter in 
the transmission. A driver with a late- 
model car equipped with a torque con- 
verter type of automatic had been going 
out to the strip for several weeks, each 
time bettering his top speed slightly thru 


engine tuning. However, he shortened his 
elapsed time not at all. Finally he showed 
up with a set of smaller-diameter tires 
mounted on the rear of the car, reversing 
the usual practice. His top speed dropped 
by about one mile an hour but his elapsed 
time was shortened by a full second! The 
difference was so startling that he was 
accused of modifying the car. However, 
the answer was quite simple; the smaller 
tires merely let the engine wind up to peak 
quicker thru the “gearing down” effect of 
the smaller wheel circumference. Even tho 
he was all through accelerating at the end 
of the strip, his initial jump off at the 
starting line was fast enough to shorten his 
clapsed time considerably. 

A final facet of acceleration is that of 





gross vehicle weight—the weight of the 
car and its payload combined. The light 

the car and its load, the easier it is to pus 
off the mark since the engine has less in 
ertia to overcome. The higher the pow 

and the lower the weight, the greater the 
spread between the power required and 
the power available. 

Summing up, then, the factors govern- 
ing the acceleration pattern of any vehicle, 
be it race car, tractor or passenger car, are 
the torque available, the gross weight of 
the car, and the engine speed at which the 
torque is put to use or horsepower. The 
pattern can be varied by juggling any of 
these factors; available torque can be in- 
creased by torque multiplication devices 
such as gearing, smaller wheels and torque 
converters. The weight of the car can be 
pared down or the output of the engine 
increased, lowering the numerical value of 
the power-to-weight ratio. 

In stock cars, at least in the latest mod- 
els, it is apparent that manufacturers are 
varying the point at which power avail- 
able and power applied (see graph) are 
at their widest. Gearing is all-important, 
for economy is still an excellent sales pitch. 
In any case, the resultant spread between 
cars is slight, but there és a definite and 
measurable difference. It is this difference 
which makes for the puzzling pattern of 
acceleration factors among MT'’s test cars, 
regardless of their general price range and 
class category. 

A careful study of the intermediate ac- 
celeration times of all cars tested as well 
as the final %4-mile time and speed will 
show up the pattern. It is in these inter- 
mediate speed and time tests that th¢ 
difference between the quick-take-off, early- 
peaking car and the one with the long, 
steady pull will show up. In short, both 
elapsed time and top speed at the end of 
the 4-mile are important. Top speed is 
the measure of potential, while elapsed 
time is the measure of stoplight accelera- 
tive force. 
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«. |New Sound Sensation! The Musical 


tht of 
ch the 
. The 


‘Italian bus horn!a 


an be 
ngine 


a If you saw Bogart’s recent movie, “Beat the Devil,” you were probably 
€ 1 - 


fascinated by the tantalizing tootling of the Italian bus horn. We liked it, 

mod- | too—so much, in fact, that we've developed an electronic conversion kit that 

s ate | makes your car's stock horns yodel a perfect imitation of the Italian bus! Now 
avail- | motorists of all ages are getting a bigger bang out of life with their new bus horns. 
‘all The conversion kit automatically splits the sound of stock horns into two notes— 
itch, | ne high, one low—about ten times a second, every time you hit the horn. Girls 
ween | go for its provocative tones in a big way, and it’s also a safety feature—attracts 

- and | attention instantly in an emergency. A precision instrument, built for lasting service. 
_— Just three simple wire connections instal] it on any car. Send only 





a a $6.95 for your complete Italian Bus Horn Kit today. If 
ee you don't get many times that much enjoyment from your 
kit, return it and we'll refund your money. 

eC acs 

well 
= Order by Mail Today — We Pay Postage! 

the 
arly- BEATTY MANUFACTURING CO., DEPT. MT-9 
bodk 3450 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 5, California 
ia OPPORTUNITY FOR ee a SD Rh DS Se Sy GD Os a 


d is! DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS Beatty Mfg. Co., Dept. MT-9, 3450 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


psed Learn how you can cash in on de- Please rush ____________ Italian Bus Horn Kits at $6.95 each. 


aoe mand created by national advertising 
and publicity. Write, phone or wire 
today for complete information. Beat- 


CI enclose cash, check or money order in full; you pay postage. 


CI enclose $2.00 dep. on each kit; will pay post., C.O.D. charges. 








ty Mfg. Co., Dept. MT-9, 3450 Wil- Make of car Year 
shire Blvd., Los Angeles 5, California. 
Name 
City Zone___ State 








I understand that I can return kit(s) for full refund if not satisfied in every way. 











MAKE MONEY WRITING 


.. Short paragraphs! 


You don’t have to bea trained author to make money 
writing. Hundreds now making money every day on 
short paragraphs. I tell you what to write, where and 


how to sell; and supply big list of editors who buy from | 


beginners. Lots of small checks in a hurry bring cash 
that adds up quickly. No tedious study. Write to sell, 
right away. Send for free facts. BENSON BARRETT, 
1751 Morse Ave., Dept. 187-), Chicago 26, ll. 


ae DICE e CARDS 





Perfect Dice. 
Magic Dice, Mag- 
ic Cards—READ 
THE BACKS — 
Inks, Daubs, Po- 
ker Chips, Gam- 
ing Layouts, Dice 
Boxes, Counter 
Games, Punch- 
boards. WRITE 
OR CATALOG TODAY. 
K. C. CARD CO., 847 S. Wabash Av., Chicago, Ill. 


PAST, PRESENT 
AND FUTURE OF 
YOUR CAR’S BRAKES!!! 
A Thorough Analysis 
By HRM’s Technical 


Editor in SEPT. & 
OCT. Issues of 


HOT ROD MAGAZINE 








WATER, FUEL & LUBRICATION CORRECTION 
WITH WATERTAB, GASTAB & OILTAB 
The concentrate pellet form of motor aids— 
“Proven in the Oilfield & Heavy Industry” 
WATERTAB: Cleans and prevents scale and 

(1 tab treats corrosion in cooling system. 
car-size system) 

GASTAB: Cleans fuel line, carburetor and 
(1 tab equals 1 pt. combustion chamber. 

liquid condensed) 

OILTAB: Cleans oil lines and _ screen, 
(1 tab equals 1 qt. frees valves and piston rings. 
liquid condensed) 

New car prevention pack $1.50 
(Contains 1 Watertab, 1 Gastab, 1 Oiltab) 
Used car clean-up pack $3.00 
(Contains 2 Watertabs, 3 Gastabs, 3 Oiltabs) 
Safety, Simplicity & Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Order by check or money order from 
IMPROVED. prapucrs, — P.O. Box 1117, 


pistriBuTORS. ‘WANTED 





RESTORE LEATHERS AND PLASTICS 


“NUAGANE” Leather Lacquer 

“PeV eC” Plastic Lacquer 

Made in England ond used all over the world 
for over 40 years. 


Fadeless — Flexible — Waterproof — 


2 4 Durable 
COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM 


Write for information and free color chart 


GRAYS HARBOR MOTORS 


First & G Streets, Aberdeen, Washington 
IMPORTER U.S. 
Except Ore . Calif., Nev 
=—_ wwe eS ee ee 


> MCE: 


Famous military and aircraft belt maker now 
offers air line type safety beits for all cars. 
Money-back guaran‘ee. No finer belt regardless 
of price. All belts are comp‘ete and meet rigid 
CAA req. Colors: grey, green, b've, maroon. 


De'uxe Belt nylon webbing. Front seat single $9.95 
ppd. Complete rear seat $10.95 ppd. 4,000 Ibs. test 


r 
© (1) aueaan |] © 


Std. Belt nylon webbing—same buckle as used by 

TWA. Front seat $8.95. Comp. rear seat $9.95. 3,000 

Ibs. test. Shoulder straps, nylon khaki color $9.95 
MARECO CORP.—Sorry no C.0.D.’s 

5916 Sepulveda Bivd. Van Nuys, California 
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Blowing up balloon is Ist step in Drunkometer test—it could be your best wit 


WITNESS FOR THE 


DEFENSE 


EGARDLESS OF HOW MUCH he’s 
been drinking, the motorist who's hauled 
into the station on a drunk-driving charge has 
always had “only a couple of beers.” Be it 2 
beers or 10, most police departments now 
have a way to find out for sure—with the 
much-discussed Drunkometer. Slowly being 
recognized as an impartial, accurate device 
that exonerates just about as many people as 
it convicts, the Drunkometer could be the 
best defense witness in a drunk-driving case. 
The Drunkometer, invented by Indiana 
University biochemist Dr. R. N. Harger, is- 
a simple setup. Here’s how it works. A bal- 
loon blown up by the suspect is attached to a 
tube which carries the breath to 
the various chemical vials on the 
test panel. After passing thru the 
chemicals, the “treated breath” 
enters a large jar, where it dis- 
places varying amounts of water. 
Graduations on the jar then show 
the percentage of blood-alcohol. A 
double check is made by weigh- 
ing the ascarite tube on the panel. 
This tube has trapped carbon 
dioxide, and its weight also indi- 
cates alcohol percentage. In most 
states where the Drunkometer’s 
telltale results are recognized by 
authorities, a reading of more 
than 0.15 per cent alcohol in the 
blood means intoxication. 
We'll flatly assume that MOTOR 


ROBERT KNAPP 


by Ross A. Bre 


To you then, the Drunkometer has only aé 
vantages to offer. Suppose you have had on 


a couple of beers, but your breath still smell 


like you’ve had a dozen; the police probab 
won't believe you (and they shouldn’t) bi 
the Drunkometer will show that you're té 
ing the truth. 

Symptoms of shock, cerebral hemorrhag 
heart attack, and other injuries and sickne 
often look like drunkenness to the averag 
person or even to a trained police officer. 
such cases the Drunkometer will tell th 
police to rush the suspect to a hospital rathe 
than a jail. So the Drunkometer is just 


much for your protection as trial by jum 


TREND’S readers are too intelli: Harger Drunkometer unit is small and portal 
gent to drive when intoxicated. offers double check on blood-alcohol percen 
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TURN YOUR 


HOBBY INTO 


A CAREER! 


Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


AUTO MECHANICS 


g DIESEL 


coURSE 


at Home in Your Spare Time! 





Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automotive Tech- 
tical Trade School since 1905, now brings its famous 
tesident Shops and Faculty direct to you at home—to pre- 
you to earn more money, with job security, in today’s 
t-moving, opportunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 
Get your home training from the “Car Capital of The 
World’”— America’s most auto- 
minded city, center of Hot Rod 
ad Sports Car activity! Mail 
the coupon below right now! [iit dirdal MnnMt thes et 
RE‘S THE GOOD WORD ON OUR ““SHOP-METHOD”’ HOME 
RAINING! You master all phases, including Diesel! Every 


0) 


step fully explained. All lessons fully illustrated. Latest 


quipment and techniques. You complete your training in 
hort time ...age and previous experience no obstacle! 
N WHILE YOU LEARN! You can start Spare Time Earn- 
mgs in Auto Mechanics soon . 
ter enrollment. Many stu- 
ints pay for their training 
nd more this way. 
S SET OF LIFETIME TOOLS— 
DURS plus all-metal tool box, 
nd other equipment. Allpart _ 
your course, yours to keep. G= 


Send for FREE FACT- 
BOOK AND SAMPLE 
LESSON! 


NOW! 2 offices to serve you faster! 
Mail coupon today to one nearest you! 


MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU: 
(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 


YOU RECEIVE FRIENDLY GUIDANCE both as student and 
graduate. Our graduate department is always at your serv- 
ice to help you with personal and technical problems. We 
give you free Job Placement Service, too! 

ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students have 
achieved higher rating, prestige, service branch they want, 
and higher pay due to this training. Mail coupon at once. 

APPROVED FOR G.!. TRAINING 
Both Home Study & Resident Courses Offered 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


TECHNICAL TRADE TRAINING SINCE 1905 


LOS ANGELES 37, California - CHICAGO: 323 West Polk St. 
IN CANADA: 811 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B. C. 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS, DEPT DW-95 
4000 S. FIGUEROA STREET on 323 WEST POLK STREET 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 
Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample Lesson. 
No obligation, no salesman will call. 


NAME BIRTHDAY —____19.___ 





ADDRESS 





CITY ZONE___STATE 


(0 Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training at Los Angeles 
VETERANS: Give Date of Discharge 
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; Popular 


‘HOW-TO-DO-IT’ 
Trend Books for Men 


Make your leisure time profitable as 
well as pleasurable by reading these 
great books on your favorite sport or 
hobby. Authoritatively written by ex- 
perts, each book is completely illus- 
| ; trated throughout. No library or hobby 
: shop is complete without one. 


UNDERWATER 








America’s fastest grow- 
ing sport, skin-diving, 
is thoroughly ex- 
plained here. How-to- 
do-it—where to go; 
the proper use of 
equipment, underwat- 
er photography, fish- 
ing, and safety hints 
—all are explained in 
this exciting new book. 








































RESTYLING 


INTERIOR 


interior 
restyling 


and 
the 
show-how and know- 


Restyling hints 
tips give you 
how to revitalize your 
living pattern by re- 
styling your home or 
apartment. Step - by - 
step operations graph- 
ically illustrated. 





Ue gy 

How to enjoy the best 
in music reproduction 
at lowest cost; how to 
install your own sys- 
tem with simple tools. 
All the latest sets and 
systems are graphi- 
cally illustrated, and 
written up by ex- 
perts, to bring you 
up-to-date on the 
latest and best in 
sound reproduction. 


HIGH FIDE 





SPIN TACKLE FISHING 


Here is a way of fish- 
ing that thousands are 
accepting each year— 
and here in this book 
you will find all the 
tricks and methods § 
used, along with com- 
plete explanations of 
the equipment — to 
make this sport a must 
for you. 





If you cannot obtain these books 
from your newsstands send 85c¢ 
direct to 


INC 





TREND, 
5959 Hollywood Boulevard 
Hollywood 28, California 
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OU’VE SEEN many meaningful experi- 

mental machines in the pages of MOTOR 
TREND: Chrysler's gas turbine Plymouth, 
Britain’s Rover turbine car, Fiat's efforts 
along these lines, and others. 

But here’s one that strikes a little closer 
to home, and it’s going on sale. 

Built by the Electronic Motor Car Corp. 
of Salt Lake City, Utah, the Electronic is a 
deluxe sports car (now a roadster, soon to be 
offered as a 5-passenger coupe)—110-inch 
wheelbase, 1-piece Fiberglas body. But it’s 
what you can’t see that makes it exciting. 

Currently designated “turbo-electric”. be- 
cause its 80-cell battery system is regener- 
ated by a small gas- or diesel-powered turbo- 
generator, the Electronic’s prime power comes 
from a “dual-torque” electric motor within a 
rear-axle housing incorporating an “‘electro- 
magnetic” differential (of limited-slip type) 
and “dynamatic” braking all in a single unit. 

Regeneration within the differential allows 
the motor to pick up energy as you coast 
down a hill—thus saving fuel. The dynamatic 
braking feature converts the drive motor into 
an auxiliary brake in conjunction with a con- 
ventional brake system. 

We said above that the Electronic is now 
called a turbo-electric vehicle. That’s subject 
to change (possibly within 2 years), for the 
“turbo” part is to be replaced by a radical 
system of transmitted power. 

Transmitting towers will send power to 
an energy receiver which will convert the 
power into battery-recharging current (as a 
radio receives and amplifies a station’s signal 
and feeds it to a speaker). 

An electronic “brain” (an integrator or 
actuator now in use with the tufbo-generator ) 
apportions the energy when needed. J. J. 
Barton, company spokesman, hinted that the 
transmitted power would cost “even less than 
is now paid [for electricity) in the home.” 
This preview will prep you for a forthcom- 





ing full-scale feature. 


A Prediction Comes True 


Remember Our 18-Month-Old Prediction 
About the Revival of the Electric Car? 

















Working-model car illustrates principh 
of transmitted power. Underhood shé 
shows receiver to regenerate batteriq 
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WORLD'S FASTEST CARS 32:5 
An exciting story of the men wer 
9 built the great Ferraris, aati 
gattis, Daimlers, and all of 
the world's speedsters. 

















Bring Your Automotive 


Library U 
With These Trend 













































ublisher 
a by the world's foremost P these 
Produce azines, 
HOT ROD ANNUAL tive books and mag | 
to build hot rods and — din 
© bui ot rods an ¢ word 1 
how to make them go. great new books are the las nine 
1955 edition includes latest : verage o 
official drag strip time records. authority ane d throughout 
«nc Fach book is ilustrate eer 
topics. epic description to €a 
lending @ g'@P ock your 
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P Don t fail to Ss 
every subject. 

















is aitaisiis : hese books. 
CUSTOM CARS Es library with each of 
A treasury of ideas and . ee ee 
methods of customizing most , ~! Inexpensive Custom Ideas 
popular methods of restyling > tm, Ween — 
illustrated with i 
estimated costs. a Ps 


at woes i 


Rip 
Loy 


PLASTIC CARS 
How to design and build a 4 
car body from plastics; — > 2a ~ \ 
_ complete manual with : : 
illustrations of latest 
Fiberglas cars. 









' 
MOTOR TREND «= 2s t 
MOTOR TREND : *; 
AUTOMOTIVE YEARBOOK = § aeen aaiee : 
Specifications and photos of = ae oe Please 2 
all stock cars of the world, : | > “f° bam enclosing. @ ing books a8 indicated: t 
first time under one cover. aca “%, : \ send me the pais CARS ' 
RLD’S 
\ oO ~~ ROD ANNUAL ’ 
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1 Geustom — ' 
Fy peastic pa nD AUTO YEARBOOK ! 
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Watch for these great new books on your newsstand or send 85¢ direct to 


TREND INC., 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28 
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continued from page 34 


New Mood in Mobile Music: Changes it Detrh 


N CERTAIN MODELS of its ‘56 line, 
Chrysler will offer a revolutionary 
transistor-type car radio. No warmup peri- 
od is necessary in these sets which replace 
conventional radio tubes with tiny tran- 
sistors wherever possible. Current demand 
on your electrical system is 90 per cent 
less than with the standard tube-type 
radio. The transistor radio allows 140 
hours of continuous operation on a 12-volt 


battery; conventional sets perform 
about 10 hours before battery rech 
is mecessary, as everyone knows 
left his turned on overnight. 

Transistor sets can be made into mip tr » 
compact units and styled to fit into iy 
smallest recesses, which may result@ygsh 
larger glove compartments or peth 
built-in dashboard air conditioners injom * 
not-too-distant future. of 


bt, ho 





séun'N swap 


copy limit of 25 words (not 
inc!uding name and address), first come, first served; 
ue reserve the right to edit where necessary; we are 
not responsible for accuracy of description, although 
we will reject any misleading statements. This service 
is not open to commercial advertisers. No ads will 
be accepted if payment is not made in advance and 
such communications will not be acknowledged. Only 
one CAR may be listed in any single Sell ’N’ Swap 
insertion. Th1ss limitation will not apply to parts, 
catalogs, etc. The charge is four dollars per insertion. 
If your car is unusual agd you have a photo of it 
suitable for publication, you may submit it with 

our ad. If we decide to print it there’s no cost to 
you for the cut, but we'll have to decide which pho- 
tos to use. Sorry, no photos can be returned.—Editor 


Requirements are: 


SELL 


‘28 AUBURN boat-tail speedster. Very good condi- 
tion. Extremely rare car. Pics on request. Best offer 
takes it. Lng F. Toward, 20 W. Grand Ave., 
tower City 

36 LINCOLN ‘K V-12. 27,000 actual miles. Orig. 
paint, sidemounts, ww’'s, aluminum body. Perfect 
cond. Best offer takes. Robert De Freez, R.R. 1, 
Galien, Mich. 

AUTORAMA souvenir program. Popular demand 
reprint, collector's item. Over 100 pics and stories, 
cars featured at great enthusiasts’ production. $1 
cash or money ag Joe Kizis, 215 Broad St., Mil- 
ford, Conn. Dept 

18 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, V-12. 
Exc. body, new uph., runs good. Has r & h, o.d. 
$'250 or trade. Ken Hill, Overill Park, N.Y. 

‘53 FORD Country Sed. Like new, full power 
equipped, Grancor-built 220-hp engine. 6000 miles, 
tachometer, air horns, 2 spotlights, ww's, $1975. 
G. Elsner, 465 Western Ave., Benton Harbor, 
Mich. 

‘13 FORD T rdstr., orig., brass radiator, in good 
running cond. Easily restorable. Best offer over $950. 
No trades. A. W. Fogelstrom, 960 W. Sth, Eugene, 


Ore. 

‘27 FRANKLIN 4-dr. sed. Mechanical brakes, '55 
registration, can be driven anywhere. 6-ply tires, 2nd 
owner. Best offer accepted. Joseph Sosinski, 360 
Fairfield Ave., Hartford, Conn. 

28 FRANKLIN victoria brougham. Hydraulic 
brakes, ‘55 registration, 6-ply tires, can be driven 
anywhere. Orig. owner. Best offer accepted. Joseph 
Sosinski, 360 Fairfield Ave., Hartford, Conn. 

'38 DKW (Auto-Union) 2-cyl., 648 cc, aluminum- 
body rdser. Rare FS-700 type. Needs some work, fac- 


tory manual included. Best offer over $200. Linc 
Eveleth, 15 Vernafield Rd., Fairfield, Conn. 

‘28 FORD Model A rdstr., completely disassembled, 
professionally restored. Only driven 85 miles since. 
Peautiful collector's item. Will sacrifice for quick 
«-‘e. $495. Joan Groner, 8514 White Ave., St. 
Louis, Mo. 
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‘25 WILLYS-KNIGHT 3-dr. sed. Good mech. and 
body cond. Orig. owner. Highest offer over $100 
f.o.b. Hattie Grey, 1730 30th St., San Diego, Calif. 
'31 FORD Deluxe Fordor town sed., in showroom 
cond. One of the most beautiful in America. Sell 
or trade for a beat-up 810 Cord. Howard C. Berg- 
strom, 1717 S. 29th St., Omaha, Neb. 

‘29 PACKARD phaeton, pearl gray, leather uph. 
l-shot grease system, compressor. Orig. owners’ 
manual, 38,000 miles. Exc. classic, no work. Best 
offer over $800. Richard Hope, 9-01 127th St., 
College Point, N.Y. 
CHASSIS and body parts catalogs, owners’ manuals, 
books on postwar Lincoln 


shop manuals, dealers’ 
120 E. 87th St., 


Continental. John J. Gubelman, 
New York. 

AUSTIN A-90, engine same as in Healey, conv. Low 
mileage. Nearest offer to $895. C. Austin, 3949 
Puritan, Detroit. UN 1-0330 eves and Sundays. 

'34 REO ROYALE 4-dr. sed. Self-shifter trans. Orig. 
black enamel finish. Basically sound and complete, 
licensed and running. $125. R. M. Heaney, 1600 
Fair Oaks Ave., S. Pasadena, Calif. PYramid 1-2016. 
'42 BUICK Limited Series 90 8-pass. sed. Factory 
conversion to ‘48 Roadmaster engine and Dynaflow. 
Originally used by Buick executives. Good cond. 
Best offer. James Walrath, 88 Chestnut St., Coppers- 
town, N. 
‘52 DAIMLER sports conv., automatic chassis lubri- 
cation, fluid drive, 4-band r & h. Fine, luxurious 
automobile in exc. cond. $1200 or best offer. James 
B. Laughlin, Drake’s Corner Rd., Princeton, N.J. 
‘46 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL. Black, orig. mile- 
age 26,000, showroom cond., new ww’'s. $2600. 
Must be seen to be appreciated. W. Stanek, 3514 
Walker St., Manchester, Conn. 

'30 CHEVROLET sed., 35,400 actual miles. Buile- 
out trunk, car in exc. cond., tires good, engine o’- 
hauled, orig. paint. $325 or best offer. E. Waddell, 
Box 231, Charles City, Iowa. 

‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, maroon 
and tan. 8000 miles on new ‘53 Olds engine, o.d. 
Power brakes, new uph., very clean thruout. Best 
offer over $1750. Guy Martin, 11 Dorset Rd., St. 
Paul, Minn. 

°36 CORD 810 sed. Mech. rebuilt by top automotive 
engineer. Owner deceased. Paint, chrome, and up 
to finish. Has continental wheel mount and large rear 
window for safety. Mrs. Walter Chandler, 1915 
Riverside Dr., South Bend, Ind. 

LINCOLN LeBaron custom conv. Racy old gentle- 
man needs much love and work. $165. Parts: Lin- 
coln (KA engine, etc.), Cadillac, Henry J, Nash- 
Healey (engine, etc.). Overland. James Yule, 6805 
Dunbar Rd., Baltimore, Md. 

‘26 CHRYSLER 4-dr. Unrestored, 
time registered "32. Exc. running cond., 
28,000 miles, one owner. $450. K. Lindsey, 
Glen Brook, San Jose, Calif. 

"40 LASALLE 4-dr. sed., black, recent complete en- 
gine, rear end, clutch and radiator o’haul (cost 
$500). Good tires, one new. Mrs. Ruth E. MaGee, 
400 E. 4th St., Dayton 2, Ohio. 

‘14 DODGE couring, runs well, no rust. New paint, 
good tires. Needs new tubes. Runs on magneto. Orig. 
generator included. Moving to Calif. Best offer. Thos. 
Gurney, 184 N. Hewlett Ave., Merrick, L.I., N.Y. 
‘12 PACKARD 6-cyl. No body rust or damage. Al- 
ways stored in garage. Good running cond., electric 
starter, needs uph. $2500. Pics 50c. A. E. Twohy, 
400 N. Kenmore Ave., Los Angeles. 

‘38 PACKARD 12 conv. cpe. Beautiful, orig. Full 
page Sept. ‘53 MT, True Magazine No. 2, '53. New 
ww’'s. Full red leather, perfect. 43,000 miles. $1850. 
re J. Dunkel, 19147 Chase St., Northridge, 
alif. 

‘41 CADILLAC phaeton. Orig. superb cond., 69,000 
miles. Exceptional automobile, completely equipped, 
unconditionally guaranteed. Available only due to 
military transfer. $850 for immediate sale. Lt. Mc- 
Ginty, Naval Air Station, Patuxent River, Md. 

°31 CADILLAC V-12, 7-pass. touring car in exc. 
cond. Fleetwood body. Best offer. Robert Budway, 
689 Main St., Bangor, Me. 

*30 CADILLAC V8 sed. In orig. and exc. cond. 
thruout. Only 40,000 miles. Very little restoring 
would be required to put in showroom cond. J. T. 


in storage, last 
no dents. 
1018 





Buckingham, 840 Detroit Ave., Concord, Calif, $i 
'31 MODEL A Ford conv. cpe. Briggs roll-wi 

model. Body, trim and interior restored like 
with rebuilt engine. $625 or best offer. W 
Phillips, 709 St. James St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ALVIS Speed 20 5-seat drovhead. Fine cond., 
in jacks. Centerlock wire wheels. Air-cushion ke 


uph., 4-speed all-synchromesh —- $1250, 
Creighton, 559 Hamilton Dr., Cove Cliff P.Gg 
Canada. 

46 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. Si 
lacquer, ww’'s, black tucked uph., wine 
carpet. Exc. cond. $1400 or will trade for 
sed. Free pics. Alvin B. Scroggin, 103 Baptist) 
Dallas, Tex. 

DUAL intake manifold for Kaiser or Frazer 
with numerous odds and ends. $35. Maj. 
Wells, 7B Hatchee Rd., Eglin AFB, Fla. 

°35 HUPMOBILE 4-dr. sed., 6-cyl. Runs 
needs rings. 33,000 orig. miles. Orig. 
perfect. $500 or best offer. M. C. Benisc 
Sth Ave. S.E., Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

°35 BREWSTER 7-pass. custom limousine. 
closed chauffeur canopy. Aluminum J 
wheels, new ‘48 V8 engine. Tires and 
Trophy winner, immaculate. $995. Jim Baker, 
Forest Court, Louisville, Ky. 

"13 BUICK, exc. mech. cond. Incomplete r 
$1200. Kenton H. Kimm, 2425 N. 
Muncie, Ind. 

‘24 DODGE sport rdstr. 
tires, clean and orig. thruout. 
Lemon Grove, Calif. 

‘34 ISOTTA-FRASCHINI conv. cpe. Custom 
Castagna, designed in '25 for Rudolph V 


Perfect running cond., 
Make offer. Bor ., Sc 
i Asi 





é RE 


185-hp, 8-liter engine. Orig. cost $38,000, 14 


$3500. Francis Manna, 411 Burritt Ave., 
Conn. 

'29 CADILLAC V8 Fleetwood town car, 
miles. Purchased from museum. Engine, tires) rc 
uph., top, orig. and exc. Can drive anywhere. 
winner. Reasonable. William L. Wildey, 15298 = 
St., Rockford, Il. Hup 
37 LINCOLN V-12 model K. 7-pass. sed. @W., Lar 
orig. thruout. Dark blue finish, perfect interioggtl! HUP! 
mounts. 48,000 miles. Mech. sound. $375. Ht .P 


nel uy oe 
_ 


C. Smith, 605 Quail Ave., Altoona, Pa. 

'26 PIERCE-ARROW Series 80 rdstr. Alum? LOCC 
body, engine, tires, body good. Needs paint last be 
top. Complete in every detail. $545. Ronald Tiaiyrna, ¢ 
R.D. 1, Box 78, Sharon Springs, N.Y. ) OR 
°37 BUICK Roadmaster conv. sed. 6 wheeliidin 30 
mounts. Orig. leather interior. Exc. body, r. 
bag jpeve finish, good top and tires. Mech Miaiper § 
=. $500. R. Linz, 843 N.W. 27th Ave., Hip PAC} 
Fla. Be: 
JETMOBILE, custom 3-wheeled show car. a 
Matic, modified V8 60. Consistent prize tick M 


det 


form 
' Tech 
VS 
E sy stable. A coHector’s dream. Low mileage. $4500 
> into mbih trailer. Richard D. Harp, Myersville, Md. 
: 87 CORD trun . Rear-wheel drive, recent engine 
fit int) Pasi. John Coffin, 5018 19th Ave., N-E., Seattle, Today’s Most Advanced 


- result 
Or pen 
ners ip 


He OLLS-ROYCE Silver Wraith town sed. Black, 

's, 7100 miles. Immaculate cond. Pics and in- 
tion $1. J. Bullen, 3256 E. 5th St., Tucson, 

. Phone 6-1710. 

h7 CORD Supercharged 812 Beverly. Factory-rebuilt 

gine and trans. New U-joints. New tires. Beautiful 
lacquer, superb cond. $2750. Dr. C. L. Yelton, 





9 GRAHAM in good cond. Engine run 1 


305 Shades Crest Rd., Birmingham, Ala. 


if. B6 CORD 810 phaeton. Completely rechromed, re- 


with factory-rebuile engine, trans., clutch. 
y orig. New lacquer, uph., carpets, with exc. 
es. $2500 or swap. Vincent D. Cassone, Seaview 
v¢., Stamford, Conn. Fireside 8-3437. 
(CK ISSUES of Motor Trend, Hot Rod, Car Craft, 
d other magazines and books. Send stamp for 
t, Have many Ists. Kenneth R. Williams, 2482 
9, 117th St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
yr. 
w ohaul. Bese offer over $200. Harlan D. Lay- 
ba, Mount Ayo, Iowa. 
LINCOLN 4-dr. sed. Green, exc. body, interior, 
9, o.d., ww’'s, orig. thruout. V-12 engine. Teach- 


7 STAR 4-dr. sed. Model R, 6-cyl. 36,562 actual 

Orange and blue awnings. Instruction man- 
very nice cond. inside and out. Tires 4.50 x 21. 
§0. Dan Hutchinson, E 114 Providence Ave., 


ane, Wash. 
ROLLS-BENTLEY conv., body by Van Vooren 
is. Only one of its kind. Orig. even to paint. 


OIL REFINING FILTER 
Ends Needless Waste! 


Amazing REFINOL not only cleans, but actually REFINES MOTOR 
OIL AS YOU DRIVE! Refining action that keeps oil in high 
grade lubricating condition at all times, is made possible by use 
of motor heat. REFINOL acts as a ‘‘filter,’’ to remove solid im- 
purities—also eliminates water through ‘‘distillation,’’ and pre- 
vents excess fuel dilution. This means you save not only on 
oil, but in added engine life and greatly reduced tune-up bills! 
REFINOL prevents formation of sludge and dangerous acids, 
two of the chief causes of engine deterioration. 


With REFINOL installed—you can 
even use CRANKCASE DRAININGS! 
Never change oil! REFINOL is 
sold with an iron-clad, money- 
back, WRITTEN GUARANTEE! 





Bulletin 86, U.S. Bu- 
reauv of Standards, 
says: “OIL DOES NOT 
WEAR OUT MECHANI- 


FITS ANY CAR, TRUCK, TRACTOR 


REFINOL is easily installed on any automotive engine. Units may 


CALLY.” 


REFINOL is based on this 
scientific fact. Since oil 
does not ‘‘wear out,’’ why 
change it? REFINOL keeps 
oil sweet and clean, main- 
tains stable viscosity through 
constant cleaning and RE 
FINING ACTION, as you 
drive! 


be transferred from one engine to another, if desired. Cleaning 
and refining action of REFINOL is immediately effective. 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS TODAY! 

A postcard will bring you vitol, free information. Details of 
REFINOL: pictures of installations; facts about motor oil; how 
airlines, buslines, other big oil users save thousands of dollars 
by observing the simple fact that OIL DOES NOT “WEAR OUT” 
MECHANICALLY! Rush your name today, for your free copy! 


INTERNATIONAL REFINOL CO. 





BROOKFIELD, ILLINOIS 


YOU'LL ENJOY BETTER PERFORMANCE 


with 


PORTSMAN 


MUFFLERS DUALS HEADERS 
QUALITY — TESTED AND ACCEPTED 


Now SPORTSMAN, the original . . . and most imitated Fiberglas packed muffler, is com- 
plemented by the most complete line of dual sets . . . each set designed for easier installa- 
tion, with proper clearance at all points. Veteran Haviland exhaust system engineers have 
designed each dual set to give the low back pressure which is so important for the best 
performance. Ask your dealer what SPORTSMAN exhaust system parts can do for you. 


Arnold Haviland Company Defiance 22, Ohio 


A GREAT INNOVATION 
2 gf 


. Hughes, Jr., 5719 McGee St., 
ie Be 


0. 

RAHAM. Last model. Paint fair, chrome good, 
ih, fair. Runs good, supercharger. Spent over $400, 
|. Will sell for $175. Roy Weatherby, 2781 Firestone 

Blvd., South Gate, Calif. 

LASSIC CAR Sales Catalogs: Packard, Chrysler, 
bingoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan and foreign 
minimum $5 each. Also MoToR (N.Y.) An- 
numbers; details for large stamped, addressed 
ppe. A. E. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore, Los 
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"25 STUTZ regardless of condition or model. 
teward for lead if such information results in 
hase by me. F. Edwards, 839 Marsh Rd., 
Menlo Park, Calif. 
000, mae RESTORATION of '38 SS-100: frame and 
‘e.. Seamaet end suspension, front fenders, chrome radiator 
= he U, transmission, rear wheel bearings, horn, head- 

mounting, and chrome struts. Richard T. 
on, P.O. Box 555, West Chester, Pa. 
GRAHAM-PAIGE 4-speed trans., Wills-Ste. 
cars or parts, '31 Willys-Knight rdstr., '24 or 
Hupmobile rdstr. H. Probert, 250 Magnolia 

., Larkspur, Calif. 
HUPMOBILE SKYLARK left front and left rear 

. Please state price and condition. W. E. Long, 

2] Goode St., Montgomery, Ala. 
2 LOCOMOBILE, any model, passenger or truck. 

P< mere F, C. Dabney, Jr., Box 131, 
yrna, Ga. 

OR 812 CORD in restorable cond. or leads 
iin 300 miles. State model, condition, and price 
letter. No junk or - + * R. E. Neal, 2734 

wer Sr., South Bend, Ind. 

0) PACKARD Darrin or any automobile built by 
tin. Prefer in restored cond. but will consider 
¥ cond. Pics returned. Please give full details. 
ittick Murlowski, 2109 6th St., N.E., Minneapolis, 
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Gabriel AjustOmatic Shock Absorbers 


are the shox for you. Three easy adjustments give you 
a soft, normal or firm ride— in other words, a quick 
click and you have the type ride of your particular 
choice. Your dealer knows “AjustOmatics” and also 
“Gabriel”, the greatest name in ride control. See him 
or write — 


The GABRIEL Company ° Cleveland 15, Ohio 
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Here's How Millions of Road Test Mile 


PROVE You Can Keep Your Car's Engin 
Young and Powerful 


Now, by popular demand Magna-Power 
includes a powerful Alnico magnet to 
remove stray iron and sheet particles 
from your oil. Magna-Power’s double 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 


protective action now combats (1) pow- 


erful corrosive acids and (2) engine dam- — 


aging magnetic abrasives. 


A report on 15 years of research 
which shows that Acid Erosion is 
the greatest cause of wear and 
loss of power in car engines... 
and how to stop Acid Erosion by a 
method so simple it’s hard to be- 
lieve. 


YOUR ENGINE’S GREATEST ENEMY IS ACID 


Acid formed as a result of combustion in- 
side your engine causes: 


A. Erosion, pitting, scarring of engine sur- 
faces. 


B. Gritty by-products of acid erosion 
which are themselves abrasive and tear 
at engine’s surfaces. (By-products such 
as iron oxide or aluminum sulphate re- 
sult from chemical action on metal.) 


eo) 


Varnish, resins, gums and sludges in 
oil; causing deposits on engine sur- 
faces, valves, rings and plugs. 

D. Power loss because of excess blow-by 
gases, corroded spark plugs, sticking 
valves and rings—all caused by cor- 
rosive acids. 


WHEN ACIDS ARE STOPPED .. . 


A. ENGINE WEAR ALMOST ZERO! 
Tests show “wear” reduced over 80% 
after break-in. Engine life expectancy 
up to 200,000 miles. 


B, CLEANER OIL WITH LONGER FIL- 
TER LIFE. Less sludge and varnish to 
clog the engine, block the filter. 


C. MORE POWER. With reduced “wear,” 
engine parts polish them to a 
mirror-like finish with close fit @hd tol- 
erance. Wasteful blow-by gases reduced 
to minimum. 
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, less engi 
last until metal fatigue overtakes it. Read this story for full d 
facts and figures concerning the magnesium alloy acid neutrali 





D. SMOOTHER RUNNING. With depos- 
its and gumming reduced, spark plugs 
fire smoothly, consistently; valves lose 
“stickiness.” 


E. SAVES MONEY! Better gas mileage, 
with full power; less oil consumption 
with fewer changes needed; longer fil- 
ter life; better, smoother combustion; 
lower maintenance costs, all add up to 
money saved while getting improved 
performance. 


Laboratory and road tests alike have prov- 
en the Magna-Power acid neutralizer is the 
best method uf combatting corrosive engine 
acids. 


HOW ENGINEER’S DISCOVERY 
LED TO THEORY 


Back in 1940, while doing research on 
experimental diesel aircraft engines, an en- 
gineer named Winthrop Johns made a puz- 
zling discovery. He noted there was less evi- 
dence of engine wear and oil breakdown at 
high temperatures than at normal low oper- 
ating temperatures. In checking his data he 
observed that the critical point of about 190° 
was approximately the dew-point of water 
in the engine. But water itself has little 
power to harm engine metals or to affect 
lube oil. However, Win concluded, small 
quantities of condensed water must be re- 
acting with the waste products of combustion 
in the cylinders to form corrosive acids. 
Waste gases like carbon dioxide or sulphur 
trioxide, for example, join with water to 
form corrosive Carbonic Acid and Sulphuric 
Acid. Theoretically, these acids would have 
a 3-way action: 1) the acids attack engine 
metals. 2) The acids break-down lubricating 
oils. 3) The acids “draw” more water, to 
form more acid, to draw more water, in a 
never ending “vicious cycle” inside the en- 
gine. 


THEORY I$ PUT TO THE TEST 


Having formed a theory, Win, as a scien- 
tist, had to prove it both in the laboratory 
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Engineer Win Johns 
His Test Car, The Fa 
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and in the field. Working in his own lab an( 
on his own car (the now famous 1940 Fo 
which after 150,000 miles is still good 
new) he tried the obvious step first. He ad 
ed alkali agents such as potash to the 
on the assumption that an alkali would n 
tralize the acids. They did, but he soon di 
carded this additive method because of tf 
danger of the harsh alkali elements and he 
cause they tended to lose potency as 
were used up. Then Win had a brainsto 
. . . to use a “sacrificial” metal such 
magnesium. An active metal like magnesiw 
should react with acids before the ati fesse: 
could attack less active metals such as ITOH Sooars. 
or aluminum. The magnesium would be “sag subst 
rificed” to protect the engine metals. Th 
magnesium by itself did not work. Then test 
were conducted to discover the best combi o 
tion of magnesium and aluminum for max 
mum acid neutralization. Varying alloys 
prepared and tested until the proper ¢ 
bination was found. With this alloy acid 1 
tralizing action was found to be as much 
three times more effective than other met 
combinations. The neutralizing action 
constant and there was no danger of exe 
alkalinity or loss of potency. 





















































MAGNESIUM IS “SACRIFICE” 





Here's proof that Magna-Power’s magn 
alloy serves as a “sacrifice” to protect ¢ 
parts of the engine. Acid action on 
Powers that have been in use for 3,000 

10,000 miles is evident in this photog pe oli 
Magna-Power on left shows normal disce Impuz 
tion caused by formation of salts during 
neutralizing. action. Although discoloration 
usual sign of Magna-Power's effectiv 
pitted units (center and right) show how 
can destroy engine metals. 
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AMAZING RESULTS ON ORIGINAL TEST 


After 15 years the original 1940 test Ford 
jus more power and pick-up than when it 
was new! Remember, it has never had spe- 
cial tune-ups, machining or special work of 
any kind other than installation of the 
MAGNA-POWER ACID NEUTRALIZER 
PLUG. No overhaul—nothing! (It was once 
dismantled for inspection.) And it has been 
subjected to as much as 10,000 miles without 
oil change. 

According to AUTO AGE (May, 1954 is- 
we) the engine “is absolutely remarkable. It 
idles down to 125 rpm as smoothly and even- 
jy as a turbine and in almost complete si- 
lence. Stopwatch tests show that it will 
accelerate from 10 to 50 mph in 16 secs. At 
7 mph (on the speedometer) there is plenty 
of throttle left and an impression of liveli- 
ness. The Ford .. . was dismantled at 117,- 
000 miles, when bore wear was found to 
average .00095 inch, or Jess than one thou- 
sandth of an inch. The reader may draw his 
own conclusions.” But that was Win John’s 
own car, let’s see what outsiders’ tests show. 


INDEPENDENT TESTS ON OIL 


Last year J. A. Milteer, of Quitman, 
Georgia, ran an independent test to show the 
acid neutralizer’s power to reduce engine var- 
nish and sludge. Mr. Milteer covered 2,700 
miles in his 53 Ford without the Magna- 
Power. He then drove the same distance with 
a Magna-Power. Both runs were made with 
Shell X-100, SAE 5-20 oil—a high detergent 
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akaline oil. Drain samples were then sent 
to an independent laboratory for analysis. 
The report by the Southern Analytical Lab- 
oratory, Jacksonville, Fla., showed approxi- 
mately 1700% more sludge in the oil without 
Magna-Power protection, and almost com- 


plete elimination of resins and gums. Here 


are the actual figures: 

With Without 
Magna-Power Magna-Power 
0.3 5.0% 
None 0.5% 
substances): Trace Present 
(Reports £36,280 and +36,333) 


EPPECT OF MAGNA-POWER ON ACID IN BRAIN Cit 


MINERAL 


his graph shows another typical example 
how Magna-Power eliminates the harm- 
l mineral (or strong) acids and allows a 

latural build-up of beneficial: organic “de- 
gent” agents. 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 


FLEET TEST TELLS STORY 


A three year test, covering more than 
2,000,000 miles was started in 1949 by the 
Farmers & Consumers Dairy in Morristown, 
N.J. Fifteen of the 30 vehicles were equipped 
with Magna-Power plugs. The other 15 
served as “controls” for comparison. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Edward L. Hark, garage super- 
intendent, engine wear was reduced by 82% 
on the Magna-Power trucks. Additional ben- 
efits included better oil and gas mileage and 
longer spark plug life. As a point of interest, 
the 15 original trucks were still giving “new” 
performance when they were traded because 
of body fatigue at 140,000 to 160,000 miles. 
This, despite the fact that they were engaged 
in house-to-house delivery and that unpro- 
tected engines never exceeded 60,000 miles 
in such service without rebuilding! 


ENGINES WITHOUT MAGNA-POWER 
Total Wear-Rate (micro-inches 
Mileage per 10,000 miles) 
*45,052 3310 
45,700 2440 
30,886 3860 
45,918 2830 


Wear 
(inches) 
.01492 
01114 
.01192 
.01344 


ENGINES WITH MAGNA-POWER 


*125,482 00606 485 
65,321 .00284 437 
25,712 .00218 848 
45,117 00333 740 


(*These engines were taken from the same truck 
used by the same driver on the same run.) 


ROAD TESTS PROVE MAGNA-POWER’S 
EFFECTIVENESS 


Two recent road tests offer proof that 
Magna-Power helps keep engines in “new 
car” condition, while actually improving 


spark plug and cylinder compression. 


ROAD TEST: NO. 104.9/3/54. ’48 Plym- 
outh owned by Anthony De Biase, Dunellen, 
N.J. Checking old Spark Plugs against new. 
At test, car had 71,867 miles, old plugs (out 
2 months) had approximately 30,000 miles, 
new plugs had 2,800 miles. Both old and new 
plugs blasted and regapped to .025”. 


Acceleration Test: 10 to 50 mph (Speedometer) 
20 secs.* 
20 secs.* 


New 2,800 mile plugs 
Old 30,000 mile plugs 
(*Average of 3 runs) 


TEST NO. 105: 8/28/54. ’51 Ford 6 owned 
by Lawrence Vicentes, Dunellen, N.J., still 
using original plugs at 34,000 miles. (Magna- 
Power installed at 2,000 miles, 32,000 miles 
in service.) Oil consumption, 1 qt. to 1,000 
miles. Spark Plugs (Champion H-10) blasted 
and gap set at .025”, then tested on standard 
plug tester. Only 5 plugs tested since one was 
broken. 





Corrosive 
blow-by 
ENGINE Gases 


ACID FORMATION—THE VICIOUS CYCLE 


Gases such as carbon dioxide, sulphur di- 
oxide and trioxide are inevitable products of 
combustion in your engine. These gases com- 
bine with water to form corrosive compounds 
which destroy the metal parts of your engine. 
These sulphuric, hydrobromic and hydrocloric 
acids are all thirsty. That is, they tend to 
draw more water which draws more acids 
which draw more water—in a vicious circle 
which results in your engine being. eaten 
away, robbed of its power and efficiency. Re- 
member, theoretically the average car pro- 
duces a pint of acid a day. Most of this acid 
is blown out the exhaust, but it takes ONLY 
A DROPLET to start the vicious circle. 








FOR YOUR MAGNA-POWER, SEND $2.95 TO: JOHNS MFG. CO., DEPT. MT-95, MIDDLESEX, N.J. 


Test #105 (34,000 Miles) 


1) 110 Ibs. 4) 105 Ibs. 
2) 105 Ibs. 5) 100 Ibs. 
3) 115 Ibs. 6) Broken, no test 


Conclusion: Even with better than 30,000 
miles, both sets of plugs “good as new”; 
both sets back in use. Actually we can fur- 
nish even more startling proofs than given 
in these typical cases. 


CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TESTING 
BUREAU GIVES RESEARCH FINDINGS 


Here's part of a report made by scientists 
of a Canadian National Research Group: 

“Adding certain metals or chemicals to 
automobile oil will greatly extend its useful 
life. To the motorist this means that he may 
be able to drive 7,000 miles or more without 
changing oil, instead of the usual 1,000 or 
2,000 miles. 

“Several years of laboratory work have 
shown that the metals Lithium, Potassium, 
Sodium and Magnesium, or some of their 
salts or oxides slow down the oxidation that 
destroys and contaminates motor oil. The 
National Research, Council suggests that a 
piece of one of the metals could be placed 
in direct contact with the engine oil by at- 
taching it to the car’s oil drain plug. .. .” 

In other words, their findings corroborated 
Win Johns’ findings. Neither knew of the 
other’s research, although Mr. Johns was 
manufacturing the plugs at the time of the 
Canadian report. This coincidence gives add- 
ed assurance that you can get maximum per- 
formance at less cost for as long as you own 
your car. Try Magna-Power at our risk. 
Money back—even years from now—if you 
are not “tickled.” 


OUR WAY OF DOING BUSINESS 


Fill out the coupon at the bottom of this 
page and mail it to us today. Your order is 
filled the same day it is received. Remember, 
Magna-Power, only $2.95 postpaid, is avail- 
able for all American cars, trucks and trac- 
tors, as well as popular foreign autos. Magna- 
Power has been road tested and proven to be 
made of the most effective acid neutralizing 
alloy known to science. 


EXPERIMENT WITH THE MAGNA-POWER 
NEUTRALIZER AT OUR RISK 


If you are not satisfied with the way it works, 
send it back, at any time (years from now, if 
you choose), for an immediate refund. 


Canadian orders filled from Toronto stock . . . $2.95 
each, tax incl. Canadian checks, n.oney orders or 
cash accepted. Indicate year and make of vehicle 
with all orders. 


JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. MT-95, Middlesex, N.J. i 


| My car is a 
Please send me, postpaid, a MAGNA-POWER acid i 
tralizer. | enclose $2.95. | understand that it is sold 
with an unconditional guarantee of satisfaction or my l 
| money back! | 
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Moen wade teeters LIFE-TIME oad conven sensi i -pever 


HOW 17 PT. FIRING WORKS 

Note electrodes closely. A circular 
arcing area (four céncave segments). © 
Gap being the same from all points. 
Electricity has property of arcing from 
coldest point. Current also arcs more 
readily from apex of two planes than 
from the face of a flat, metallic surface. 

Note that there are 16 apexes (where 
two planes meet) — all the same distance 
from the center electrode. Normal heat 
and spark erosion are spread around the 
entire 360 degrees and around the whole 
circumference of the center electrode. 


FULL ROTATING SPARK 

allows overall cooler electrode tem- 
perature for greatly increased life. Hotter 
spark prevents fouling, yet the rotating 
and cooling effects minimize the com- 
mon faults of burning, erosion, blister- 
ing and insulator failure. Compare this 
principle with the conventional 2-point 
spark plug design. 
@ PLATONIUM-NICKEL ALLOY ELECTRODES— 
Metallurgists’ oy major step beyond plati- 
num aircraft P ug electrodes. Arcing points of 


this material have continued to function after 
the equivalent of 120,000 car-miles. 


@ SPECIAL SINTERED CORUNDUM INSULATOR— 
Made of gem-like mineral which conducts 


‘heat 20 times better than ordinary porcelain. 


Special shape is designed to vaporize and 
exhaust wet carbon and oil. 


8 HORSEPOWER GAIN! 


@ INDIVIDUAL INSPECTION— Each LIFE-TIME 
Spark Plug is tested for firing in oil and for 
resistance to 30,000 volts/CM . 

@ PERMANENT GAP — After months of use 
LIFE-TIME Spark Plugs mike at exact factory 
pre-gap. 

@ SELF CLEANING FOR LIFE— Confined gases 
exploding in chamber formed by multiple 
electrodes reclean arcing surfaces with each 
firing stroke. 


ORDER REGISTERED SET 
FOR YOUR CAR AT POPULAR PRICE! 


Dealers and Distributors: The LIFE-TIME 
Spark Plug is now in full production. Write 
for full details. Distributors: Please inquire 
as to status of your territory. 


Shp Gain and 7mph Greater Speed ! 


4,*' 


Custin Auto Parts 


420 Dost Mein Gwrest Tustin. Celiteraie Phone Kimborty 3-8232 





Continental Mfg. Co. 
Culver City, Califerate 


ear Sirs: 


On December Sth, 1954 at Orange County Drow Strip. 
Orange County, Californian, we tested, eth our 
own competition rendster. pe: ith o 1949 Mercury 
engine. converted to develop opproxiantely 340 HT 
4000 RPM, the Life-Time spork plug in competition #ith 
ether top nage brangs of racing plugs ith the following 
outcome: 
Run 2 +2 other brand plug 107.00 MPH 
e fetine +S Mi * 
#2 other orang plug 106.22 PH 
Lifetiae «Sa 113.95 * 
- - 112.38 * 


There were edsolutely ne ctne~ changes aaée éuring 
*cnese runs except sperk plugs. 


The above times were recorded on an electric tising 
device at the end of 1/4 mile seceleration from 
op. Fuel used on #1) runs wes 93 Octane aviation gaa. 


TUSTIN AUTO PARTS 


Und Darrae 


50,000 CAR MILES! 

Before LIFE-TIME development, t 
spar): plug was the most often replac 
part of your car. Engineers agreed t 
“creeping paralysis,” gradual electroé 
disintegration, carbon buildup, wideni 
gap, could waste one gallon in ten. 
LIFE-TIME Plug has now gone fe 
beyond the life of the average set 
tires, the average battery. This plug stil 
fired clean, hot and steady at 50,000 ca 
miles! . 

Most spectacular spark plug researe! 
breakthrough in 50 years allows us 
include this unique and unprecedente 
warranty with every set of LIFE-TIMI 
Spark Plugs. WE GUARANTEE GREATER G 
MILEAGE — GREATER ACCELERATION — 
MAJOR POWER INCREASE — OR YOUR MON! 
BACK. 


YOU RECEIVE BY MAIL 

this registered set of LIFE-TIM 
Spark Plugs in proper series (heat rang 
and gap) for the car you indicate 
coupon. Now AVAILABLE FOR AMERICAN 
EUROPEAN PASSENGER CARS, TRUCKS, BOA 
FARM EQUIPMENT, INDUSTRIAL ENGINES. 


LIFE-TIME Spark Plug Division, 


CONTINENTAL MANUFACTURING CORP 


Washington Bivd. at Motor Ave. 


Culver City 80, Califernia 


Gentiemen: Please mail postpaid......set(s) (registered) of LIFE-TIME Spark Piugs in 


heat r 


and gap for my car at introductory price of $1.19 per plug (Set a A] 


ange 
eight, $9.52). (Or send $1 per set, balance C.0.0.) California residents add 











